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GREENHOUSES AND CONSERVATORIES 


Since 1952 we have been carefully replicating the rigorous attention to detail which is the hallmark of our 


Victorian heritage. Testament to this are our solid doors, which close with a reassuring ‘clunk’; the way our 
ornate spandrels, vent handles and benching are solidly, yet beautifully built to last a lifetime. 
Indeed, our aluminium greenhouses are frequently mistaken for timber. 


Before you decide, get up close and see for yourself. 


www.alitex.co.uk 01730 826900 


EDITORS LETTER 


’m delighted that in this issue of Garden Illustrated multi award- 
winning designer Sarah Price has written about her 100 favourite 
plants. Best known for her critically acclaimed and intensely beautiful 
planting at the Olympic Park in Stratford, east London, Sarah’s plant 
selections make many a heart — including mine — skip a beat. Her 
carefully edited list is both inspirational and practical, and includes annuals, 
bulbs, climbers, grasses, perennials, British wildflowers, shrubs and trees. 
From simple and resilient plants, to those that transition the seasons well, 
repeat flowerers, self-seeders and plants that are easy and lovely in equal 
measure, youll want a notebook and pencil to hand. The list includes 
some well-known favourites; think the chequered plum and white bells of 
Fritillaria melagris, as well as lesser-known cultivars of familiar plants, such 
as Dierama pulcherrimum ‘Blackbird’ It’s noted for its smaller than typical 
form and more deeply blackcurrant-toned flowers. Sarah returns as a 
designer to the RHS Chelsea Flower Show this year with a garden that will 
demonstrate how simple, sustainable materials — earth, water and plants — are 
enough to create a richly atmospheric and unforgettable space. 

In the second of her travelogue series, horticulturist Hannah Gardner 
describes how in Japan, where the blooming of a popular wildflower can 
demand a news bulletin, she picked up the habit of celebrating a species at its 
zenith. This month she visits Scotland in search of snowdrops. There can be 
few plants that evoke such obsession in gardeners. For many across the UK, 
snowdrops herald the start of the gardening year. Coosheen is a small, 
suburban garden on the edge of Cork city that has swiftly become a Mecca for 
snowdrop fans. Confirmed galanthophile Hester Forde grows a notable 
collection there with an emphasis on the Irish cultivars. Hester notes 
Galanthus ‘Cicely Hall, a robust cultivar with dark-green inner markings, 
as the plant that inspired her collection. It remains among her favourites and 
she shares her tips for sourcing snowdrop bulbs and growing them with us. 

If you like to tuck a smartphone in your pocket outside, we have a 
round-up of the best new horticultural podcasts to download. The latest 
gardening listening is less how to prune roses or when to sow seed potatoes 
and more horticulture as cultural literacy and houseplant sowalongs. 

I hope you enjoy the issue, 


Loy Fellas 
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Award-winning désigner Sarah Price 
Chooses herL00 favourite plants, page 37 
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FLEUR VAN 
ZONNEVELD 
Fleur begins a new 
series of plantman’s 
favourites on page 24. 
“I have so many 
favourites that choosing 
only ten plants each 
month is truly 
a challenge.” 


JAMES 
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SINCLAIR 


James shares his ideas 


for hedges on page 96. 


“A beautifully clipped 
hedge is like a 
well-cut suit — subtle, 
understated but 
effortlessly elegant.” 


ANNIE GATTI 
Annie compiles 
our monthly design 
news on page 93. 
“Garden designers get 
ideas from such a wide 
range of places, objects, 
materials and images. 
I love the process of 
selection each month.” 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


JAMES BASSON 


James lives in the South of France where he runs Scape Design with his 
wife Helen and is a passionate advocate for dry gardens and for creating 


sustainable landscapes. The winner of four Chelsea Gold medals, he was 


awarded Best in Show in 2017. 


FERGUS GARRETT 
Fergus was appointed head gardener at Great Dixter by Christopher Lloyd 
in 1993. He is passionate about passing on his knowledge through student 
and volunteer programmes at Dixter and through worldwide lectures. He 
was awarded an RHS Associate of Honour in 2008. 


ANNA PAVORD 
Anna’s books include her bestseller The Tulip and most recently 
Landskipping. For 30 years she was The Independent’s gardening 
correspondent. In 2000 the RHS awarded her the Veitch 
Memorial Medal. She lives and gardens in Dorset. 


DAN PEARSON 
Dan is one of the UK’s best-known garden designers familiar to many 
through his gardening columns in the Observer magazine. Eight of his 
gardens, including the Tokachi Millennium Forest in Japan, have won awards 
and he was awarded Best in Show at Chelsea in 2015. 


SARAH PRICE 
Sarah is one of the UK’s most sought-after garden designers who won 
worldwide recognition for her designs for the 2012 London Olympic Park. 
She won Gold at Chelsea in 2012 and was named 2016 Garden Columnist 
of the year by the GMG for her design series in Gardens Illustrated. 
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www.susanwornertours.com * 01423 326 300 


Garden & Natural History Tours to France, Italy, Scotland, 
Portugal, Morocco, Iran, South Africa and Namibia. 


ASCOT 
SPRING GARDEN 
SHOW 


FRIDAY 13™ - SUNDAY 15" APRIL 2018 


Introducing a new boutique event for the 
gardening enthusiast. Guests can look forward to 
inspiring show gardens, a fine array of trade exhibitors, 
specialist plant nurseries, a daily programme of free talks 
and personal gardening advice from horticultural experts. 
Hosted at the historic racecourse in association 


with The Gardens of Windsor Great Park. 


Advanced tickets now on sale from £20. 


ascot.co.uk/gardenshow 
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Right Hortus Loti's 


SPONSORED BY THE DAVID BROWNLOW CHARITABLE FOUNDATION; LYNN KEDDIE 


ANDREA JONES / GAP PHOTOS , DESIGNED BY MATT KEIGHTLEY — 


: Chelsea stock beds: 


Join us for a behind-the-scenes preview of the plants destined for 
Chelsea's top show gardens, with a private tour of growers Hortus Loci 
and a talk from award-winning designer Matt Keightley 


THE SPEAKERS 


Matt Keightley 

is an award-winning 
garden designer whose 
Chelsea show gardens 
have twice won the 
coveted BBC/RHS 
People’s Choice Award 
in 2014 and 2015. 


Mark Straver 

comes from along line 
of nurserymen. He set 
up Hortus Lociin 2011 
and is known for his 
expertise in sourcing a 
wide range of plants 
from around the world. 


Michael Buck 

is responsible for 
co-ordinating the 
growing of all the plants 
onthe nursery site and 
for selecting plants 
destined for Chelsea 
show gardens. 


The RHS Chelsea Flower Show showcases not just the best garden designs and designers 
but also the best plants, and nursery Hortus Loci is a key grower for the show gardens. 
Working in close partnership with designers, the growing and sourcing of plants begins as 
much as a year before the show, reaching a frenzy of logistics once the garden builds begin 
in early May. Our Reader Day will give you a behind-the-scenes preview of the plants being 
grown for the RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2018, just before they head off for the showground. 
You'll get a sneak peek at what’s likely to be this year’s must-have plant, as well as an insight 
into the planning and growing process. Nurserymen Mark Straver and Michael Buck will 
talk about how they grow the plants needed, and two-time Chelsea award winner Matt 
Keightley, who this year will be designing the RHS Feel Good Garden at the show, will talk 
about the process involved in selecting plants for this and his previous gardens. 


EVENT DETAILS 
Date Friday 20 April 2018. 

Venue The Plant Centre, 

Hortus Loci, Hound Green, 

Hook, Hampshire RG27 8LQ. 


PROGRAMME 


10am Arrival, coffee and cakes. 
10.30am Guided tour of the 
Chelsea plants and the nursery 
with accompanying talk. 

12 noon Lunch provided by 


on-site Hobo.co artisan café 
and kitchen. 

1.30pm Talk by Matt Keightley 
on show garden planting. 

For the rest of the afternoon 


you are free to explore the nursery, 


and buy plants with your special 
Reader Day 20% discount. 


TICKETS 


Tickets cost £85 per person, 
including lunch and refreshments 


TO BOOK 
Online gardensillustrated.com/events or call UK 0871 230 7156' 


+Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost 13p per minute plus network extras. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. Overseas readers should call +44 115 896 0368. 


and a 20% discount off plant 
purchases on the day. You can 
also sign up on the day for 

a loyalty card entitling you 

to a 10% discount whenever you 
make a purchase at The Plant 
Centre Hortus Loci. 

Tickets and directions 

will be sent out prior to the event. 
Booking essential. Please advise 
us if you have any dietary or 
accessibility requirements. 


Gardens Illustrated reserves the right to change any element of any event due to circumstances beyond its reasonable control. 


READER HOLIDAY 


1-5 OCTOBER 2018 


GARDENS OF THE 
ITALIAN LAKES 


Travel by boat to visit some of the finest lakeside gardens of Lakes Como and Maggiore, 
plus visit the Orticolario garden show in the company of designer Annie Guilfoyle 


ur journey to the Italian Lakes will take us to some of the finest lakeside and island gardens of 

this uniquely beautiful region. We will travel mostly by boat, discovering landscapes of quiet 

enchantment and sublime grandeur. While our days will be infused with exquisite light, by night 

we will revel in the fin de siécle atmosphere of our lakeside hotels. The warm, humid microclimate 

results in exceptional growing conditions, with much to enthuse the plantsman. Combining great 
botanical interest with the fascinating history of the gardens’ origins, our tour will move from the Renaissance to 
the 20th century through compelling and often neglected chapters of Italian garden history with visits including 
the baroque splendours of Isola Bella and Villa del Balbianello, perched atop a small wooded peninsula, and 


TOUR LEADER the historic gardens of Villa Carlotta. The tour culminates at Orticolario, an unusual, small garden festival near 
Annie Guilfoyle Como. We will stay at two lovely lakeside hotels offering a perfect combination of elegance and charm: Hotel 
is an award- Villa Flori overlooking Lake Como, and the Grand Hotel Des Iles Borromees on the shores of Lake Maggiore. 


winning designer 
and lover of all 


Ses aiesa ~~ BOOKING DETAILS 
successfulgarden "The price per person, based on two people sharing is £2,999 (a single supplement of £400 is levied by the hotels). 


design consultancy 
with lecturing, 


writing andjudging — Price includes: two nights dinner, bed and breakfast at Telephone +44 (0)1341 241717 

inteenatonally, Grand Hotel Des Iles Borromees, Lake Maggiore and two Email mail@boxwoodtours.co.uk 
nights dinner, bed and breakfast at Hotel Villa Flori, Lake Website boxwoodtours.co.uk 
Como; four evening meals with wines; plus two lunches 
and return flights London to Milan. The price does not 
include extras at either hotel, or travel insurance. 


This tour has been arranged exclusively for readers 
of Gardens Illustrated by Boxwood Tours, Quality 
Garden Holidays, a specialist garden tour company 


ROBERTO SONCIN GEROMETTA, PETER BARRITT PHOTO / ALL ALAMY 


For more information or to book please contact: set up in 1990 by Sue and Brian Macdonald, 
Boxwood Tours, Quality Garden Holidays, Rhiw, Kew-trained, professional gardeners. 
Llanbedr, Gwynedd LL45 2NT, UK. Note: itineraries are subject to confirmation. 
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“The water is amazing, it’s like 
swimming in silk. We had a couple 
of dragonflies buzzing past us... you 


definitely feel you’re one with nature. 


There were lots of things we wanted 
to do to the house but this was the 
one thing that we felt everybody 
benefited from. Having the pond has 
made a big difference to the way we 
use the garden. We all love it.” 


Nigel & Mandy Keene Basingstoke 


To request a brochure please go to www.gartenart.co.uk or call 020 7183 3333. 


Gartenart Swimming Ponds 
Unit 105 Screenworks, 

22 Highbury Grove, 
london N5 2EF 
020'7 1833333 


www.gartenart.co.uk 


At Hillarys you'll find the latest blinds, curtains and shutters measured 


and professionally fitted all as part of our dedicated in-home service. | | [_ LA RYS 


Visit hillarys.co.uk or call O800 587 6480 to book a free in-home appointment. You'll love what we do 


DIGIN 


Whats happening, where to go, whats in flower and what to buy this month 


Rr teeter 


SEEING THE WHITE 


Woodlands carpeted in white can mean only one thing: snowdrop season is here and the chance 
to explore some of the gardens opening for the National Garden Scheme Snowdrop Festival 2018. 
More than 100 gardens, including Welford Park in Berkshire (pictured), will open this year, some 
with as many as 300 named snowdrop cultivars, as well as other early spring flowers. The 
entrance fee to the snowdrop gardens will contribute to the many charities supported by the 
NGS, including Marie Curie and Hospice UK. Find full details at ngs.org.uk/snowdrops 
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DIG IN NEWS 


News 


COMPILED BY ALYS HURN ol 


TALL STORY oe 


jueirana-facao. Originally 
the genus Parkia, the tre 
size of a 12-storey building) 
small area of Brazilian rain fores 
endangered with only 25 known 


SULTRY SUMMER 


If summer seems a long way 
off, choosing new plants for 
your borders will help beat 
winter blues. One to try is this 
new Hydrangea macrophylla 
‘Black Diamonds Shining 
Angel Blue’ from Thompson 
& Morgan. It produces masses 
of colour-changing, shapely 
blooms on dark, almost-black 
stems from June to November. 
Perfect for borders and 
containers, it costs £14.99 for 
a 10.5cm potted plant. 
thompson-morgan.com 


CRACKING THE CODE 


Leading plant breeder Dummen Orange has been working with genomic experts Generade and 
DNA laboratory BaseClear to improve tulip breeding by unlocking the plant’s genetic code. The 
Dutch consortium has succeeded in sequencing the genome of the common garden tulip Tulipa 
gesneriana, which, at around 34 giga base pairs, is the largest sequenced to date and is almost 
11 times bigger than that of humans. According to Dummen Orange's director of research and 
development, Hans van den Heuvel: “The entire human genome fits into one tulip chromosome.” 
By identifying tiny differences in DNA patterns breeders will be able to develop cultivars that are 
resistant to common diseases faster and in a more targeted way. dummenorange.com 
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TULIPS: IMAGEBROKER / A 


As the days begin to grow longer, February is the best time of year to fall in love with your garden all over 
again. Rediscover those hidden corners and make way for new blooms and fresh discoveries this spring. 


As the UK’s largest online garden retailer, you'll be sure to find the inspiration at Primrose to show your 
garden a little love. With our range of arbours, arches and over 400 roses we make it easy to transform 
your garden. 


Primrose.co.uk 


UK’s largest online garden specialist 
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01892 740866 


Park, Fordcombe Road, Langt n, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 oRD 


SENEN MEDINA FERNANDEZ 


CK PHOTO 


ALAMY STO! 


ZHIU 


\VLO HERHELIZ 


HOUSEKEEPING 


Birds are always a delight in the garden 
but they can need a helping hand, and this 
month the British Trust for Ornithology is 
launching its annual National Nest Box 
Week (14-21 February) to help us help 
them. If you register for a NNBW pack 
you'll receive advice on how to choose or 
build a nest box, where to site it (ideally 
1-5m above ground level and away from 
bird feeders as too much activity from 
visiting birds could disturb nesting pairs) 
and the best size of hole (25mm is ideal for 
blue tits; 45mm for starlings — see below), 
along with other useful tips to encourage 
birds. To register go to bto.org 
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DIG IN NEWS 


NEW PHOTOGRAPHIC AWARD 


Entries for this year’s International Garden Photographer of the Year 
competition open on 20 February, with a new award aimed at raising awareness 
of endangered plant species. The Threatened Plants Photographic Award, which 
is offered in partnership with Botanic Gardens Conservation International, is 
open to both amateur and professional photographers who enter images of rare 
and threatened plant species — such as these striking Echium wildpretii by 
Senén Medina Fernandez — in the Beauty of Plants category. igpoty.com 


MULTI-PURPOSE WIRE NET COVERING STYLISH DESIGN 
Arboles Corten Steel Firepit, Galvanised Incinerator Fire Bin, Large Garden Incinerator, 
£74.99, La Hacienda, £19.99, OYPLA, £59.99, Gardeco, 
0118 903 5210, primrose.co.uk 08700 545410, oypla.com 0345 026 7598, therange.co.uk 
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DIG IN EVENTS 


DIARY 


COMPILED BY ALYS HURN AND ANNIE GATTI 


@ Art for the Environment 

This new Bow Arts exhibition features work from six artists who have undertaken 
international residencies to explore different ways nature has been transformed by 
human interference. 26 January — 18 March, 10am-5pm (closed Mondays). Nunnery 
Gallery, Bow Arts, 181 Bow Road, London E3 2SJ. Tel O20 8960 7774, bowarts.org 

@ Seedy Sunday 

Britain's largest community seed swap returns with experts ready to offer advice 
on saving seeds and a seed swap area full of a huge variety of seeds to choose 
from. 4 February, 10.30am-4pm. £3. Brighton and Hove Sixth Form College, 

205 Dyke Road, Hove, East Sussex BN3 6EG. seedysunday.org 

© Style Your Home for Spring 

Learn how to decorate your table with spring bulbs and plants on a one-day course 
at Highgrove Gardens with florist Shane Connolly. Shane will also show you how to 
make best use of spring blossom and create seasonal colour combinations for floral 
displays. The day also includes a two-course lunch and a guided tour of the gardens. 
14 February, 10am-3.45pm. £75. Tel 0333 222 4555, highgrovegardens.com 

@ All About Roses 

This practical, hands-on workshop will provide you with the basic skills for 
choosing, planting, maintaining and pruning roses in your garden. Ahomemade 
lunch is included. 17 February, 9.30am-2.30pm. £55. Godinton House, Godinton 
Lane, Ashford, Kent TN23 2BP. Tel 01233 643854, godintonhouse.co.uk 

@ A Year in the Garden 

Easton Walled Garden is hosting its first Botanical Art Exhibition to coincide with 
its Snowdrop Week (17-25 February), featuring work from artists Norma Gregory, 
Dawn Wright and Sue Vize. 17 February — 11 March, llam-4pm. Entry included with 
garden admission fee of £7.50. Easton Walled Gardens, Easton, Grantham, 
Lincolnshire NG33 5AP. Tel 01476 530063, visiteaston.co.uk 

@ Architecture Drawing Prize 

See the winning and shortlisted entries from 166 entries in the inaugural 
Architecture Drawing Prize at Sir John Soane’s Museum. 21 February — 14 April. Free. 
Sir John Soane’s Museum, 13 Lincoln's Inn Fields, London WC2A 3BP. soane.org 

@ Designing with Plants 

A short introduction to planting design covering plant selection and combining 
plants for impact as well as problem solving. Ideal for those starting a new garden 
or planning to refresh an established space. 23-24 February, llam-1.30pm. £32. 
RHS Hyde Hall, Creephedge Lane, Rettendon Common, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 
8ET. Tel O20 3176 5830, rhs.org.uk/gardens/hyde-hall 

© Camellia Show 

Admire the collection of 33 different types of rare and historic Camellias on display 
in the Grade I-listed conservatory. 22 February — 25 March, 10am-4pm. Chiswick 
House and Gardens, Burlington Lane, Chiswick, London W4 2RP. Tel 020 3141 3350, 
chiswickhouseandgardens.org.uk 

© Garden Design Drawing Skills 

Book ahead for a one-day course at RHS Wisley on Garden Design Drawing Skills, 
led by Andrew Wilson, which looks at techniques for the speedy delivery of 
drawings and visuals. 1 and 15 March, 10.30am-4pm. £113. RHS Garden Wisley, 
Woking, Surrey GU23 6QB. Tel 020 3176 5830, rhs.org.uk 

@® Gardening for a Naturalistic Effect 

Discover the practicalities of creating a natural garden on this one-day course led 
by Keith Wiley at West Dean College. Keith, the owner of Wildside Nursery in Devon 
and former head gardener at The Garden House, will look at the design process and 
research needed with advice on putting your ideas into practice and how to develop 
and maintain your garden. 3 March, 9.30am-3pm. £75. The Edward James 
Foundation, West Dean, nr Chichester, West Sussex PO18 OQZ. 

Tel 01243 811301, westdean.org.uk 
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KIRKER CULTURAL TOURS 


FOR DISCERNING TRAVELLERS 


Kirker Holidays provide a range of carefully crafted escorted holidays, with fascinating itineraries designed for those with an 
interest in gardens, history, art, archaeology, architecture and music. Groups typically consist of 12-22 like-minded travellers, 
in the company of an expert Tour Lecturer. 


We also arrange tailor-made short break holidays to classic cities and relaxing countryside destinations throughout Europe 
and beyond. The Kirker Concierge is on hand to help arrange garden visits with an expert local guide as well as to book 
opera, concert or gallery tickets and reserve a table at a recommended restaurant. 


GARDENS, TEMPLES & CITIES OF JAPAN 
TWELVE NIGHT HOLIDAYS | 7 MAY & 22 OCTOBER 2018 


The cultural life of Japan remains a mystery to many visitors from the west, 
but during our tour we shall discover its secrets as we visit not just the great 
cities but the countryside too. 


We shall start our holiday in Tokyo, where we will explore the Ginza 
district and several historic palaces, shrines and temples. There will also 
be a day trip via Mt Fuji to Hakone and the beautiful Lake Ashi. We 

will visit the memorials at Hiroshima, before spending four nights in 
Japan’s ancient capital, Kyoto. From here we shall see some of the most 
iconic Japanese temples, shrines and immaculate Zen gardens - highlights 
include the ‘shrine-island’ of Miyajima, Nijo Castle and the magnificent 
Toda-ji Temple at Nara. The final part of the holiday, based in Takayama, 
takes in some of the most picturesque rural areas of Japan including 
mountain villages, local markets and traditional artisans’ workshops. 


Tl. Tr 


Price from £5,966 per person (single supp. 
£798) for twelve nights including flights, 
accommodation with breakfast, one lunch, 
four dinners, all sightseeing, entrance fees 

and gratuities and the services of a Japenese 

guide and the Kirker Tour Lecturer. 


VILLAS & GARDENS AROUND ROME 
A FIVE NIGHT HOLIDAY | 1 OCTOBER 2018 


Our tour will show you a wonderful selection of villas and gardens in the 
countryside around Rome as well as some in the city itself 


The countryside surrounding Rome is home to a number of wonderful 
gardens including the beautiful and romantic gardens of La Landriana and 
Ninfa. A day will be devoted to Tivoli with its two great gardens: the Villa 
D’Este and Hadrian’s Villa and another to Rome itself where we will visit 
the Villa Borghese Gardens and Gallery and the Villa Torlonia. We also 
visit the Villa Lante - one of the greatest of all Italian Renaissance gardens 
and the gardens of the Villa Farnese. We stay at the 4* Park Hotel Villa 
Grazioli in Frascati, a charming town surrounded by vineyards only 20 
kilometres from Rome. 


Price from £1,696 per person (single 
supp. £298) for five nights including 
flights, accommodation with 
breakfast, two lunches, three dinners, 
all sightseeing, entrance fees and 
gratuities and the services of the 
Kirker Tour Lecturer. 


THE TATE ST IVES & BOCONNOC 


A THREE NIGHT HOLIDAY | 5 NOVEMBER 2018 


Our new holiday to Cornwall brings together a visit to the new Tate Gallery 
in St Ives, with a private visit to an important Georgian country house and 
estate, and an opportunity to relax in one of England’s finest hotels, The 
Tresanton, overlooking the sea in the pretty village of St Mawes. 


The Tate, St Ives re-opened in October 2017 after a four year closure, 
during which the gallery doubled in size. A new permanent collection is 
now on display, which was previously kept in storage, and this includes 
works by leading British and international artists, many of whom had 

very close links with Cornwall. We will also visit the Barbara Hepworth 
Museum and Sculpture Garden and Porthmeor Studio Centre. A highlight 
of our holiday will be a private visit to Boconnoc near Lostwithiel. We will 
see the house and the surrounding outbuildings, including its Georgian bath 
house and church, and also enjoy a lunch here. 


Price from £997 per person 
(single supp. £358) for three nights 
including accommodation with 
breakfast and dinner, all sightseeing, 
entrance fees and gratuities and the 
services of the Kirker Tour Leader. 


WINES & GARDENS OF THE 
WESTERN CAPE 


A NINE NIGHT HOLIDAY | 15 NOVEMBER 2018 


Our visit to the Western Cape is a leisurely exploration of one of South 
Africa’s most beautiful regions where mountain ranges frame every vista and 
beautiful Dutch-influenced architecture punctuates the lush, green countryside. 


We shall stay in carefully-selected hotels in Cape Town, Hermanus and 
Stellenbosch and highlights of the tour include Kirstenbosch garden, the 
vast arid plains of the Karoo, the unique fynbos environment at Fernkloof 
Reserve and the Harold Porter Botanical Garden — and the South African 
spring is the perfect time for native flora. We will also make time to 

visit several wine estates and enjoy delicious local cuisine in Constantia, 
Stellenbosch and Franschhoek, the gastronomic centre of the Western Cape. 


Price from £3,890 per person (single 
supp. 568) for nine nights including 
overnight flights, accommodation with 
breakfast, seven lunches, five dinners, all 
sightseeing, wine tastings, entrance fees 
and gratuities and the services of the 
Kirker Tour Leader and a local guide. 


Speak to an expert or request a brochure: 


O20 75959 2284 cacicas 


www.kirkerholidays.com 


®) FOR DISCERNING TRAVELLERS 


EUROPE’S MOST LUXURIOUS RIVER CRUISES 


Scenic set the precedent for river cruising 
on Europe's waters. Fine-dining, spacious 
suites and a butler service for every guest 
promise a service that is second-to-none, 
and award-winning excursions provide 

unique insights into culture and tradition. 


In addition to our signature all-inclusive 
service, to celebrate the new year, we’re 
offering the chance to save up to 40%, 

plus free private door-to-door chauffeur 
driven transfers across all 2018 Europe river 
cruises, when you book by 15 February 2018. 


We've had unprecedented demand for our 
2018 collection, and with new and exciting 
additions to our itineraries, make sure you 
don’t miss out on securing your place. 


Our handpicked itineraries are thoughtfully 
planned, with once-in-a-lifetime events, 
complimentary drinks and a butler service 
adding the lavish finishing touches. 


Choose from 21 itineraries throughout 
Europe and experience the ultimate in 
luxury river cruising from the comfort of 
our state-of-the-art Space-Ships. 


Order a FREE brochure 


Truly All-Inclusive 


°o 


°o 


° 


° 


Flights from a choice of up to 15 UK 
airports, or a NO FLY option via Eurostar 


Unlimited premium branded drinks and 
in-suite mini bar* 


Fine dining in a choice of up to six on 
board venues 


Private invitation to Portobellos or 
LAmour — fine-dining with wine pairing 


Award-winning complimentary shore 
excursions 


Once-in-a-lifetime Scenic Enrich 
events and experiences 


A choice of luxurious suites 
— the largest on Europe's rivers 


Exclusive cocktail receptions in 
majestic locations 


Exclusive GPS tailor-made devices 
for self-guided touring and use of our 
e-bikes 


Butler and laundry service for all guests 
Complimentary Wi-Fi 

All tipping, transfers and taxes 

NO HIDDEN EXTRAS 


All from only £1,495pp 


0808 115 2655 


SCENIC" 


LUXURY CRUISES & TOURS 


I SAVE 40° 9 


on all 2018 cruises 


ALL-INCLUSIVE, 


GUARANTEE 


Terms and Conditions: Savings of up to 40% are available across 2018 Europe river cruises, please call for full details. Supplements apply for 
upgraded suites with balconies. From price of £1,495 is based on the lowest cabin category available Danube Christmas Markets departing on 
16 December 2018. A 1% credit card charge (1.95% AMEX) may apply when booking. Offers are valid for new bookings only made between 

4 January and 15 February 2018. Flights are subject to availability and may incur a supplement. “Free private door-to-door chauffeur transfers 
only apply when booking 2018 Europe river cruise. Mileage restrictions of 75 miles applies for door-to-door private transfers, £2 per mile 
excess will be charged thereafter, UK mainland only. *All drinks are included on-board except for a very small number of rare, fine and vintage 
wines, champagnes and spirits. We reserve the right to remove offers and promotions at any time. For full terms and conditions, itineraries 
and booking conditions, please visit scenic.co.uk/terms-and-conditions. 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 


KIT TED OUT 


for gardening under glass 


COMPILED BY ALYS HURN 


1. Mighty Seed Box in grey (includes Nutscene twine, scissors, notebook, wooden seed labels and seed envelopes), £48, franklynandvincent.com 
2. Short Jute Apron, £45, 01328 820699, carriercompany.co.uk 3. 10L Watering Can in greengage, £40, 01993 845559, gardentrading.co.uk 
4. Dibber, £16.99, 0114 233 8262, burgonandball.com 5. Bio Green Arizona Electric Air Circulation Fan, £184.99, 0118 903 5210, primrose.co.uk 
6. 2’ Lacewing Traditional 2 Tier Greenhouse Workstation, £42.99, 0118 903 5210, primrose.co.uk 7. Cornbury Rechargeable LED 
Lantern, £40, 01993 845559, gardentrading.co.uk 8. Vintage Laboratory Stool, £80, 01873 812524, looptheloop.co.uk 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 
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1. Byron Outdoor-Indoor Bench, £682, 01276 451077, rowenandwren.co.uk 2. Wellington Boot Socks in mulberry, £30, 01886 
853615, perilla.co.uk 3. Sneeboer Greenhouse Tools in cherry wood, from top: Aerator, €21.70, Trowel, €30.25, Weeding Fork, €30.25, 
Cultivator, €35,65, +31 (0)228 511 365, sneeboer.com 4. Gracie Chenille Fingerless Gloves in burgundy, £14.95, joules.com 
5. Small Victorian Glass Bell Jar, £19.99, 0117 934 1790, agriframes.co.uk 6. 4’ 1” Lacewing Traditional 3 Tier Greenhouse Staging, 
£69.99, 0118 903 5210, primrose.co.uk 7. The Clime Weather Station, £24.95, 0333 400 1500, harrodhorticultural.com 
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VIBURNUM X BODNANTENSE 
‘CHARLES LAMONT’ 


In winter this viburnum produces blooms 
of fragrant pink flowers that over time fade 
to a lighter tint. It is far lovelier than the 
better known V. x bodnantense ‘Dawn’, 
and just a few branches will fill your home 
with a sweet-smelling scent. To maintain 
strong and beautiful productive growth it’s 
important you prune after flowering but do 
so very carefully; at the most remove just a 
few old branches. AGM*. 


Height 2.5m. 

Origin Taken from a seedling raised at the 
Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, in 1933. 
Conditions Moderately fertile, 
humus-rich soil; full sun to full shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 6a-9b?'. 
Season Winter to early spring. 
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DIG IN PLANTSMAN’S FAVOURITES 


FEBRUARY PLANTS 


In the first of a new series, nurserywoman Fleur van Zonneveld selects her favourite 
February plants, from fragrant blooms to delicate harbingers of spring 


WORDS FLEUR VAN ZONNEVELD PHOTOGRAPHS MAAYKE DE RIDDER 


Fleur van Zonneveld 
runs the Dutch nursery 
De Kleine Plantage. 
dekleineplantage.nl 


LEUCOJUM VERNUM 


For the past few years a virulent snowdrop 


© epidemic has been sweeping the 

- Netherlands. It takes the form of countless 
© snowdrop days, snowdrop markets, 

© snowdrop galas, snowdrop books — even 
© snowdrop cakes. We’ve remained largely 


immune — mainly because we prefer 
Leucojum vernum to any Galanthus. They 
are larger and more striking with green 


~ dots on the petals, and always arrive 


sooner than you expect. The flowers are 
a somewhat frivolous creamy-white and 
crinoline-like. They form carpets under 


’ trees and are happy to be planted in the 


green directly after flowering. AGM. 


Height 30cm. 
Origin Central and eastern Europe. 
Conditions Moist but well-drained soil; 


= part shade to full sun. 


Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 4a-8b. 
Season Spring. 


CYCLAMEN COUM F. 
PALLIDUM ‘ALBUM’ 


Weather permitting, this cyclamen can 
bloom in January or even earlier. 
What’s lovely is that it is so variable. 
The heart-shaped, glossy leaves are 
often attractively mottled and, 
occasionally, marbled with silver. 

The flowers are reminiscent of little 
butterflies, and since we love having 
butterflies in the garden, Cyclamen 
coum is a good substitute in cold 
weather. A perfect tuberous perennial 
for naturalising between shrubs and 
trees. It easily self-seeds. AGM. 


Height 10cm. 

Origin Caucasus. 

Conditions Well-drained, humus-rich 
soil; part shade. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season Early spring. 


PRIMULA VULGARIS 


One of our favourite plants for early 
spring is the pale-yellow Primula 
vulgaris. It flowers exuberantly, 
directly from the leaf axils on short 
individual stems and will self-seed 
widely (the seeds are also scattered 

by ants). Combine it with Primula 
elatior and Primula veris, especially 
interesting cultivars such as ‘Sunset 
Shades’, and you will be rewarded 
with an overwhelming flood of yellow, 
sometimes with a reddish orange or 
green touch that sings of spring. The 
blue accent of Scilla bifolia in between 
makes the show complete. AGM. 


Height 10cm. 

Origin Western and southern Europe. 
Conditions Moist but well-drained soil; 
part shade to full sun. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 
Season Early spring. 
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DIG IN PLANTSMAN’S FAVOURITES 


LONICERA X PURPUSII 
“WINTER BEAUTY’ 


Winter can be hard for those of us who 
love to bring flowers into the house. 
Thank goodness then for Lonicera x 
purpusii ‘Winter Beauty, which is so 
highly fragrant a single branch can 
transform your house. In temperate 
climates the shrubby honeysuckle is 
semi-evergreen with beautiful, dark- 
green leaves, and produces dark-red 
berries in the summer. The rough- 
textured grey bark on old stems makes 
it even more appealing. AGM. 


Height 2m. 

Origin Cross between L. fragrantissima 
and L. standishii (1920). 

Conditions Moist but well-drained soil; 
full sun or part shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season Winter to early spring. 


PETASITES ALBUS 


The semi-circular dense clusters of this 
butterbar’s yellowish white flowers always 
remind me of a group of imps standing 
in a row. Its leaves appear after flowering, 
and the small fleshy petioles (flower 
stems) are edible, along with the flower 
buds, which are delicious when fried. It is 
a good companion for Leucojum vernum 
and Primula vulgaris. Unlike other 
Petasites species, such as P. japonicus var. 
giganteus and P. hybridus, its growth is 
slower and more civilised, but in common 
with others it is attractive to bees, which is 
important in early spring. 


Height 30cm. 


Origin Europe, Caucasus, 


southwest Asia. 


Conditions Moist but well-drained soil; 


part to full shade. 
Hardiness RHS H7. 
Season Early spring. 


HELLEBORUS FOETIDUS 


One of the best-known hellebores 

with clusters of hanging green flowers. 
It’s what in the Netherlands we call 

a stinzenplanten [see places to visit 
below] — plants that were introduced 
so long ago we tend to think of them 
as natives — and when grown among 
other stinzenplanten adds height and 
stature. From our window we can see 
this Helleborus foetidus all year long 
and we never tire of it. We also love the 
selections Helleborus foetidus Wester 
Flisk Group with red stems and flowers 
edged with dark red, and Helleborus 


Height 60cm. 

Origin Western and southern Europe. 
Conditions Moist but well-drained soil; 
full sun to part shade. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season Early spring. 


foetidus ‘Sopror with silvery leaves. 


PLAGES 
TO VISIT 


Recommended places 
to see seasonal plants 
at their best both in 
Europe and the UK 


In the Netherlands, 
especially in the northern 
provinces of Friesland and 
Groningen, you find a 
special type of flora, known 
as stinzenplanten, growing 
around old manor houses 
(or stinzen as they're called 
in Friesland) and other older 
country gardens. These are 
spring plants, mainly, but 
not exclusively, bulbs and 
tubers that were imported 
into the Netherlands from 


the 16th century onwards 
and have naturalised so well 
we tend to think of them as 
natives. They’re plants we 
cherish because they 
belong to our cultural 
heritage and many of the 
bulbs and perennials I've 
chosen this month fall into 
this category. Gardens and 
parks that feature these 
stinzenplanten among 
communities of native plants 
are protected and restored 


and one especially good 
example is Stinze Stiens 
Garden, in Stiens, Friesland. 
Once home to the local 
doctor, its garden was 
designed by the well-known 
Dutch designer Gerrit 
Vlaskamp (1834-1906), who 
designed many of Friesland 
and Groningen's parks. The 
current owners have 
restored the garden with 
care and knowledge, and 
after years of neglect many 


of the stinzenplanten, 
including Crocus 
tommasinianus and 
Leucojum vernum, have 
returned to their former 
glory. Smelbrege 6, 9051 BH 
Stiens, the Netherlands. 
stinze-stiens.nl 

One of my favourite 
nurseries Kwekerij De 
Hessenhof, near Ede in the 
Netherlands, is a great source 
of inspiration for spring 
plants. It’s an organic > 
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CHRYSOSPLENIUM 
MACROPHYLLUM 


One of the earliest flowering plants, this 
has leathery leaves that look a little like 
Bergenia. At our nursery we have planted 
this evergreen groundcover in an old 
metal container and it is doing fine. 
The plant itself makes long runners 
with new rosettes. These runners 

are unbelievably tough and virtually 
impossible to break, with a strong 

fibre running through them. The plant 
is extremely easy to propagate and 

once you have seen it you will love it. 
When we hold our hellebore days it 
often attracts more attention than the 
hellebores themselves. 


Height 20cm. 

Origin China. 

Conditions Well-drained soil. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 6a-7a. 
Season February to March. 


CARDAMINE 
QUINQUEFOLIA 


We love the entire Cardamine genus, 
but Cardamine quinquefolia, which 
spreads quickly to fill a large area, 

is one of the most beautiful. In our 
garden it starts blooming in late 
February, the fresh-green colour of 

its leaves showing such enthusiasm 
that for us this has become a plant 
that epitomises spring. Its delicate 
flowers are more lilac than purple, and 
like other cardamines are held above 
beautiful leaves. It seems fragile, but it 
is perfectly hardy, and prefers moist soil 
in partial shade. And best of all it is a 
magnet for early butterflies. 


Height 25cm. 

Origin Central and southern Europe. 
Conditions Moist soil; full to part shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 6a-7a. 
Season Spring. 


HELLEBORUS X STERNII 
‘SILVER SHADOW’ 


Among the slew of new hellebore 
hybrids and cultivars, all with 
fabulous colours, flower shapes 
and leaf structures, ‘Silver Shadow 
demands a special place. It has 
extraordinary flowers — a mix 

of pink, green and apricot 

colours — that rise wonderfully 
against the silvery leaves with 
serrated edges. It is lower and 
more compact than many other 
hellebores and does very well in 
pots. Unlike most other hellebores, 
it likes a sunny, dry and alkaline soil. 


Height 35cm. 

Origin Cross between H. argutifolius 
and H. lividus. 

Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H3, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season Early spring. 


[> nursery owned by Hans 
and Miranda Kramer, and it 
is always a pleasure to walk 
through the planting beds 
and discover new plants. 
Hans has introduced plants 
from all over the world, but 
he's most famous for his 
selections of Helleborus x 
hybridus. In February he and 
Miranda organise hellebore 
days with highlights from 
their own selections. 
Hessenweg 41, 6718 TC Ede, 


the Netherlands. Tel +31 
(0)318 617334, hessenhof.nl 
Under the leadership 
of Robert and Jelena De 
Belder, the Kalmthout 
Arboretum in Belgium has 
become one of the most 
prestigious botanical 
collections in the world. It's 
a great garden to visit and 
has a huge collection (one 
of many) of Hamamelis. 
Every winter it hosts a 
witch hazel festival, which 


runs up until the end of 
February. Heuvel 8, 2920 
Kalmthout, Belgium. 
Tel +32 (0)3 666 6741, 
arboretumkalmthout.be 
Despite my reservations 
about galanthomarnia, | will 
concede that a walk among 
mass plantings of snowdrops 
can be one of February's 
great joys. One of the 
loveliest Snowdrop walks in 
the UK is at Colesbourne 
Park in the Cotswolds. It was 


once home to the Victorian 
botanist and galanthophile 
Henry John Elwes 
(1846-1922) after whom the 
snowdrop Galanthus elwesii 
was named. His original 
snowdrop collection has 
grown into one of the largest 
in the UK, including more 
than 250 cultivars, with 

new ones added each year. 
Colesbourne Gardens, 


Colesbourne, nr Cheltenham, 


Gloucestershire GL53 9NP. 


Tel 01242 870567, 
colesbournegardens.org.uk 
Not far from Colesbourne 
Park is Painswick Rococo 
Garden, where you'll find 
more snowdrops along with 
Cyclamen coum and several 
hellebores. It's also the only 
garden from the rococo 
period open to the public. 
Painswick Rococo Garden 
Painswick, Gloucestershire 
GL6 6TH. Tel 01452 813204, 
rococogarden.org.uk 
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ORANGERIES | GARDEN ROOMS | CONSERVATORIES | OAK BUILDINGS 
Call for a complimentary design consultation or visit our Chelsea showroom 


01278 764444 


davidsalisbury.com 


TRAVEL 


The Outsider 


It may feel counterintuitive to head north for an 
early spring, but Hannah Gardner is visiting Scotland 
in search of snowdrops and uncommon trees 


WORDS HANNAH GARDNER ILLUSTRATIONS ALICE PATTULLO 


umfries and Galloway lies in 

the tranquil southwest 

corner of Scotland. Often 

overlooked in the rush to the 

Highlands and Islands, this 
lush, low-lying region has diverse natural 
beauty, a rich romantic history, traces of the 
poet Robert Burns and a mild microclimate, 
warmed by the Gulf Stream. Little-known 
historic estates with notable collections of 
uncommon trees, an impressive botanic 
garden and specialist nurseries, such as the 
late Michael Wickenden’s Cally Gardens, put 
this region on my horticultural map. 

Here, rich, free-draining, lime-free soil 
and high rainfall provide optimum 
growing conditions for ‘champior trees, 
rhododendrons, camellias and magnolias. 
You can breathe the scent of the sea, 
wander through towering evergreen 
woodlands, tiptoe through carpets of 
naturalised snowdrops and shelter beneath 
swaying palms all in the same afternoon. 


Inspiration for the trip 

Botanic gardens would be nothing without 

their intrepid plant hunters, modern day 

and historic, and some of the most 

successful collectors have been Scottish. 

The arboreal seeds collected during early 

expeditions have now reached maturity. 
In Japan (where the blooming of a 

popular wildflower can demand a news 

bulletin), I picked up the habit of 

celebrating a favourite species at its 

zenith. In February, this would have 

to be snowdrops in Scotland. 


When to go 
The Scottish Snowdrop Festival runs from 
late January to mid-March. 


Where to go 

Many country estates, botanic and private 
plantsmen’s gardens fling open their gates 
and light the fires in their tearooms in 
celebration of this diminutive woodlander. 
At Logan, a satellite garden of the Royal 
Botanic Garden Edinburgh, you are never 
more than about a kilometre from the sea. 
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The garden lies in a sheltered hollow (its 
name means ‘small hollow in Gaelic) and 
encloses the picturesque ruin of Castle 
Balzieland. As well as snowdrops, it houses 
a dynamic collection of exotic plants, and 
cultivates them using experimental 
methods, such as growing Meconopsis sp. 
and rhododendrons in peat walls and 
colonising antipodean tree fern trunks that 


once arrived on these shores as ships’ ballast. 


Notable shrubs, such as the luminescent 
Rhododendron ‘RW Rye’ R. dauricum 
‘Hokkaido’ and the serene Camellia 
saluenensis, flower freely here during the 
early months of the year. With dark, neat 
leaves and single, softly swirling flowers in 
pastel shades, the latter stands apart. Hardy 
exotic climbers clamber over walls and also 
impress. Given the shelter of a wall, 
Clianthus puniceus, a confident New 
Zealander, offers bright, waxy flower 
racemes and a mass of fresh foliage during 
the darkest months. Snowdrops are 
naturalised throughout the garden and 
make for an interesting juxtaposition. 

The majestic gardens and ruin of 
16th-century Castle Kennedy occupy an 
isthmus between two lochs. This is a wide 
landscape of water, mature woodland, 
sweeping curved banks and 19th-century 
landforms that feel contemporary. It has a 
well-tended, enchanting walled garden 
where choice snowdrops such as Galanthus 
woronowii thrive under unusual mature 
trees and shrubs. As part of its festival, it 
opens a wonderful snowdrop route 
through private areas of the estate. 


Plants to grow at home 

I first encountered Polylepis australis 
growing in the walled garden at Logan, 
where they have a gnarled 40-year-old 
tree. I just had to stop and examine its 
abundance of extravagantly peeling bark. 
Thick, rough and an attractive cinnamon 
brown, it is densely layered for protection 
against low temperatures. Don't be fooled 
by the name, though. The genus name is 
accurately descriptive of the many layers, 
but this is no Australian native. A maverick 


member of the rose family, it’s a wind- 
pollinated evergreen that originates in the 
central spine of the Andes. Thriving in 
mountain ravines at a higher altitude than 
any other flowering woody plant (up to 
3,000m), its hardiness is not in doubt, but it 
does require shelter from high winds. 

As a medium-sized garden tree it is 
seldom grown, but well worth seeking out. 
It has a characterful growth habit and dense 
pinnate foliage, and the year-round interest 
of its bark certainly attracts attention. 
Insects shelter in the papery rolls of bark, 
and birds, especially blue tits and wrens, 
duly follow to feed and nest. As an elegant 
evergreen, it is also useful for screening. It is 
a good alternative to Acer griseum and 
Betula jacquemontii, both grown for their 
bark despite their naked presence in winter. 

Besides requiring a sheltered spot and 
protection against deer if necessary, this 
pest- and disease-free tree is easy to grow. It 
prefers neutral to slightly acid soil, and 
once established it seeds itself around a 
little, so it’s fun to dig up a seedling and 
nurture your own Polylepis forest. 


Gardens to visit 

Castle Kennedy Gardens 

Stair Estates, Sheuchan, Castle Kennedy, 
Stranraer DG9 8SL. Tel 01581 400225, 
castlekennedygardens.com 

Logan Botanic Garden 

Port Logan, nr Stranraer, Dumfries and 
Galloway DG9 OND. Tel 01776 86023, 
rbge.org.uk 


Guides and maps 

Stranraer and Glenluce OS Landranger 
Map #82 (Ordnance Survey, £8.99) 
Dumfries and Galloway: Guide to 200 Walks 
and Climbs, by Robert Denison Walton 
(Dinwiddie, 1980) 


Where to stay 

For a stylish country house, look no further 
than Knockinaam Lodge, Portpatrick, 
Dumfries and Galloway DG9 9AD. 

Tel 01776 810471, 

knockinaamlodge.com 
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Save when you subscribe 
to the magne edition 


PLANTING LDEAS * BEAUTIFUL GARDENS * EXPERT ADVICE 
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A must-have read for 
passionate gardeners, 
Gardens Illustrated 
magazine provides 
a unique insight 
into the world’s most 
beautiful gardens, 
expert advice and 
planting ideas. 


ENJOY OUR 
PREMIUM APP 
EXPERIENCE 
NOW 


buysubscriptions.com/ 
gardensillustrated 


4 Download on the 
Ss App Store 


GET IT ON 
> Google play 
me Available on 


“bepps kindle fire 


Introduce architectural drama to your 
winter garden with our new grid supports 


if 


Widely used in the Equinox beds 
at Wisley, these grids support 
perennials such as campanulas 
&alstroemerias, asters@ 
agapanthus, as well as unruly 
Annabelle hydrangeas, from 
the effects of wind and rain. 
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PLANT SUPPORTS 


01285 706511 Wwww.muntons.net 


Cleaning a conservatory is hard work. Let us do it for you. 
Invest in a Conservatory Care Valet from Thomas Sanderson 


A Thomas Sanderson professional valet, maintenance check and service 
will do so much more than keep it clean. Our 2-man team will revitalise 
every detail of your conservatory, from the roof and crestings, to clearing 
drains and other hard to reach areas that are either too difficult or too 
dangerous for you to do yourself. 


Internal and external 


We will revitalise your conservatory to its former glory with a service that : 
guttering cleaned 


includes, hinges, lead locks flashing, clearing guttering and applying leaf 
hoppers to prevent future blockages. You'll see the difference, inside and out. 


* We have been enhancing ¢ After having your Conservatory Care 
Conservatories across the UK for over Valet you will be able to enjoy being 
25 years in your conservatory all over again 
* Our Conservatory Care Valet will + Ask about our Valet Guard® service 
rar , ; All visible mould 
revitalise your conservatory to its for even Longer term protection 


former glory both inside and outside ong eae eyed 
¢ Our 2-person technical team will 


(ts », 
meticulously clean and polish your The conservatory hasn’t 


looked so clean since it was 


conservatory ‘ainally built.” . 
originally built. , 
+ Your Conservatory Care Valet will be | ' F R E E 
completed in just one day , L | N T E RI e) R 
x =| Locks and hinges 
= with every exterior we cleaned and lubricated 
THOMAS |, SANDERSON oe DeepClean™ 


SEE THE DIFFERENCE 
For an INSTANT QUOTE 80 ‘@) ‘@) 5 ‘@) Quote 
simply call NOW on 0 1 7/ 1 U4819 


www.thomas-sanderson.co.uk/cv 


All finials cleaned 
and restored 


“Terms and conditions apply. 


GARDENING TALENT 


Bridget Elworthy and Henrietta Courtauld 


Known collectively as The Land Gardeners, friends Bridget (left) and Henrietta are fast establishing a 
reputation for their walled garden designs and impressive cut flowers — as well as their passion for compost 


PORTRAIT CLARE RICHARDSON 


Earliest garden memory We both have similar memories of 
running mud pie factories and conducting the herbaceous borders 
as if each of the plants were part of an orchestra. 

Who has inspired your career? Beatrix Havergal — a brilliant 
horticulturist and passionate educator, who founded Waterperry 
School of Horticulture in 1932; Lady Eve Balfour a British farmer, 
educator and organic gardening pioneer and a founding figure in 
the organic movement; Vita Sackville-West for her love of 
abundance and wild fun, and Nancy Lancaster for a bit of glamour. 
How did you meet and what sparked your idea of working 
together? We met through a friend. We were both working in the 
world of gardens and realised we shared a similar philosophy about 
gardens and growing — a belief in a living, biodiverse garden with 
healthy soil at its core. 

Favourite planting style Frothy, natural and romantic. We love 
Cecil Beaton. We love the romanticism of the 1930 and 40s, and 
we also love rows of flowers and vegetables in a walled garden. 
Important thing to remember when gardening Gardening is not 
about perfection or control — it is a process of learning and evolving. 


Most useful plant that you grow Peonies — they are wonderful 
cut flowers and the roots have medicinal properties. We are 
working with herbalists who use the roots in their preparations. 
Favourite gardening websites or social media On Instagram 
we follow @idleriver [photographer Howard Sooley], @fernverrow 
[biodynamic growers] and @mccormickcharlie [flower grower]. 
We read the newsletters from Kay Baxter at the Koanga Institute, 
Graeme Sait at Nutri-tech Solutions and Patrick Holden at the 
Sustainable Food Trust. Acres USA is a good source 

of interesting books. 

What’s the next big project you'll be tackling in the garden? 
Building and testing our compost windrows [layered compost 
rows], and feeding the soil with compost and compost teas, 
growing more herbs and learning more about the medicinal 
properties of plants both for humans, animals and plants. 
Contact studio@thelandgardeners.com 

You'll find a programme of their workshops and events at 
thelandgardeners.com. Events take place in both London 

and at their Oxfordshire base at Wardington Manor. 
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ITALIAN GARDENS», 


SMALL GROUP TOURS 
WITH GUIDED VISITS 
OF ITALIAN GARDENS 


¢ Maximum 14 people per group 


¢ Local garden guides and guided 
garden visits included 


¢ Six nights in 4 or 5 star hotels, 
two per tour 


¢ British Airways flights included 


Early booking offers may apply - 
see our website or phone us for 
full details 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 


TRAVEL ORGANISING 


Founded 1989 


Po Ge P| SBABTA 


IATA the Travel Association 


TUSCANY 

Visits: Villa Vignamaggio, Villa Geggiano, 
Villa Grabau, Villa Reale 

2018: 20 May, 10 June, 9 Sep 

From £2,590 per person 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 
Visits: Villa Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, 

Villa Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre 
2018: 15 May, 5 June, 26 June, 4 Sep 
From £2,450 per person 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI & ISCHIA 
Visits: Villa Rufolo, Villa San Michele Axel 
Munthe, La Mortella 

2018: 3 May, 24 May, 14 June, 13 Sep 
From £2,390 per person 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits: Villa d’Este, Villa Lante, 

Giardino di Ninfa, Landriana, Castel Gandolfo 
2018: 16 May, 6 June, 27 June, 12 Sep 
From £2,450 per person 


VENETO 

Visits: Villa Barbarigo, Villa Emo, Villa Pisani, 
Giardino Giusti, Villa Rizzardi 

2018: 20 June, 12 Sep 

From £2,540 per person 


Please call us 01392 441275 
www.expressionsholidays.co.uk 


ENGLISH GARDENING SCHOOL 


— CHELSEA — 


GARDENING FOR BEGINNERS 

BOOKING NOW Wed & Thu 25/26 April & 2/3 May 2018 

A new edition of one of our most popular courses, now led by master horticulturist Ben Pope, which aims to take 
each student through all the practical elements of caring for a garden from soil, tools, maintenance, seed sowing and 
propagating, weed control and pests and diseases. The 4 days will be spent gaining practical experience in Rosemary 
Alexander’s much praised garden near Petersfield and the garden nearby, where Ben is in charge. Participants will 
be given a chance to prune, plant and sow seeds and regular maintenance tasks will be discussed.A light lunch and 
refreshments will be provided daily. 


ONE YEAR GOOD GARDENING DIPLOMA COURSE 

September 2018 — June 2019 

Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural techniques. Working 
sessions at Sissinghurst with head gardener Troy Smith and lectures by many leading gardening personalities. Regular 
visits to outstanding private gardens. 

(1 day a week (Tues), 10.30am—3.1 5pm, over three 10 week terms) 


10 WEEK INTENSIVE GARDEN DESIGN DIPLOMA COURSE 


January — March 2019 

Covers all you need to know in this diverse subject, including TWO real design projects and CAD tuition. Drawing skills, 
estimating, plant knowledge, water features, garden lighting and visits to the work of leading designers with Rosemary 
Alexander and other tutors. 


(3 days a week in school, | 0.30am-3.! 5pm, plus 2 days homework) 


GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FOR YOUR GARDEN 

Distance Learning Courses study anytime, anywhere in the world 

A stepping stone to a new career. These two courses are a step by step guide to either designing your own garden or 
learning how to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, month by 
month tasks etc. Taught through a comprehensive course book, with projects submitted by post. 

(1-3 years to complete and individual assessment) 


Garden of Medicinal Plants — Chelsea Physic Garden 


Eevee 
Photo: R Alexande 


Long established as the leader in all design 
and gardening tuition and based at the 
unique and historic Chelsea Physic Garden 
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ky a ‘Some plants in ay garden are 
i familiar and beloved Wag NOR ‘4’. 
i jwhose appearance marks the Wi \ 
«Other plants are exciting, prospects BS 
~.that I'm still trialling to discover’, "i 
). their full potential. | prefer varieties 
I e ~ otha possess, the elegance and... 
“, _, poise of their relatives innature,( 
¥ “Sage : “They look good singularly or 
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( how plants look. | love flo “gS 
that animate the garden at. eet oy 
~ times of the year by attracting, -  ¥," 
-® Clouds of bees and butterflies. Vee ah 


ra | 


if ‘ a 7 oe he . $ Ds.) &: at) / 


Annuals 


1 ERIGERON ANNUUS 

Myriad simple, fine-rayed, white daisies 
appear to float in mid air. Self-seeds 
vigorously, a desirable trait only for wilder 
areas where there is plenty of competition. 
Height (H) 1.5m. Spread (S) 40cm. 
Conditions (C) Dry sun. Season of 
interest (SI) July to November. Hardiness 
rating (HR) RHS H4, USDA 3a-8bt. 


2 PAPAVER DUBIUM SUBSP. 

LECOQII ‘ALBIFLORUM’ 

Luminous in sunshine, its clear-pink petals 
float just above the fresh growth of early 
summer. Poppies are at their best when 
sown direct, emerging with surprise and 
spontaneity. H 50cm. S 30cm. C Fertile, 
well-drained soil; full sun. Not great on wet 
clay soil. SI May to June. HR USDA 6a-9b. 


3 PHACELIA TANACETIFOLIA 

A green manure I sow for its soft lavender- 
blue flowers, that are decoratively shaped 
like a scorpion’s curved tail. Beloved by 
bees and insects, it’s unfussy and fast 
growing, with dense, weed-suppressing 
foliage. Robust winter annual. H 60cm. 


S$ 50cm. C Fertile, well-drained, soil; full sun. 
SI March to May. HR RHS H4, USDA 7a-10b. 


Bulbs 


4 ALLIUM OBLIQUUM 
Robust yet dainty-looking allium that 
elegantly emerges above early fresh foliage. 
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Newly unfurled, lime-yellow flowers droop 
before standing upright on thin, glaucous 
stems that have a quirky yet graceful line. I 
plant this with the delicate pink umbels of 
Pimpinella major ‘Rosea. Gently self seeds. 
H 40cm. S 10cm. C Moist but well-drained 
soil; sheltered, sunny position. SI May to 
June. HR RHS H4, USDA 6a-9b. 


5 ANEMONE NEMOROSA ‘ROBINSONIANA’ 
Although you can’t surpass our native 
anemone for its simplicity, I love this for its 
ethereal lilac colour that glows in the shade. 
Grow en masse to appreciate how their 
petals open and stems straighten in spring 
sunshine. AGM*.H 15cm. S 50cm. C Moist or 
well-drained soil; part shade. SI April to May. 
HR RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 


6 CAMASSIA LEICHTLINII SUBSP. 
SUKSDORFII 'ALBA' 

A North American bulb with tall, intense 
blue spires. Looks exotic yet not out of 
place flowering in long grass among 
British natives, such as cow parsley. Best 
grown in generous drifts as if self sown. 
Will naturalise quickly given moisture and 
free-draining soil. H 1m. S 50cm. C Moist 
but well-drained soil; full sun or part shade. 
SI May to June. HR RHS H4, USDA 3a-7b. 


7 CROCUS TOMMASINIANUS 

Slender crocus that battles hard through 
winter, opening wide in spells of sunshine. 
Self-seeds profusely and will spread to form 
unbelievable carpets of purple across 
borders and lawns. AGM. H 10cm. S$ 10cm. 


C Well-drained soil; full sun. SI February to 
March. HR RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


8 CYCLAMEN HEDERIFOLIUM 
Prospering in dry shade, often at the foot 
of an old tree, these autumn-flowering 
cyclamen will in time form venerable 
colonies. Marbled, ivy-shaped leaves in 


summer followed by rosy-pink flowers. AGM. 


H 10cm. S$ 15cm. C Well-drained soil; part 
shade, sheltered position. SI October to 
November. HR RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 


9 FRITILLARIA MELEAGRIS 

Iconic white-and-purple chequered bells 
dangle like lanterns on delicate stems. When 
naturalised in damp grassland, the purple 
and sometimes white blooms create 
hypnotic pointillist-like patterns among 

the grass. H 30cm. S 8cm. C Moist but 
well-drained soil; full sun or part shade. 

SI April and May. HR RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 


10 GALANTHUS NIVALIS 

Simple and elegant, I always return to our 
resilient native snowdrop. The colonies that 
transform banks and ancient churchyards 
with their pure-white blooms are testament 
to its tenacity. Plant in the green as 
generously as you can. Will naturalise. 

AGM. H 10cm. S 10cm. C Moist but well- 
drained soil; shade. SI January and February. 
HR RHS H5, USDA 3a-9b. 


11 GLADIOLUS ‘RUBY’ 
Incredibly lavish yet refined gladiolus, with 
rich, velvet-red flowers that adorn a tall, 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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arching flower spike. I weave it through low, 
tussock grasses so that its sword-like leaves 
and elegant, upright form can be fully 
appreciated. H 1m. S 1m. C Well-drained soil; 
full sun, sheltered position. SI July to 
September. HR RHS H4, USDA 3a-8b. 


12 LILIUM MARTAGON 

Turk’s cap lilies look spectacular when 
naturalised en mass in rough grass. The 
vertical stems are covered in masses of 
dusky-mauve flowers, with scrolled-back 
petals and pronounced, orange anthers that 
dangle from their throats. Best in dappled 
shade. H 1.5m. S 50cm. C Moist but 
well-drained soil; full sun to part shade, 
sheltered position. SI June to July. 

HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


13 NARCISSUS ‘WHITE LADY’ 

Slender, white buds open wide into a simple 
flower with well-spaced petals and a shallow, 
pale-yellow trumpet. After flowering, the 
fine leaves and stems fade away discretely. 
Delicately scented. H 50cm. $ 10cm. C Moist 
but well-drained soil; full sun to part shade. 
SI April. HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


14 NECTAROSCORDUM SICULUM 

Alluring allium with pinky-green pendulous 
flowers that dangle decoratively around 

a central upright stem. Looks beautiful 
among fresh-green foliage, bronze-toned 
grasses and pink flowers. Bulks up quickly 
in sunny, free-draining soil. H 1m. S$ 50cm. 

C Moist but well-drained soil; full sun to part 
shade. SI May and June. HR RHS H5. 


Poppies are at their best when 
they are sown direct, and are 
emerging with surprise 

and spontaneity 


15 NERINE BOWDENII 

A lily impersonator with lipstick-pink, frilly 
flowers that have a glittery sheen in the sun. 
Strong, slender stems and a long-lasting 
flower make them perfect for cutting and 
are so uplifting among the seedheads of 
autumn. Shallow planting suits them best. 
AGM.H 50cm. S$ 10cm. C Moist but well- 
drained soil; full sun in a sheltered position. 
SI September to November. HR RHS H5, 
USDA 7a-10b. 


16 TULIPA HUMILIS 

Short species tulip that is perfect 
peppering sun-baked gravel plantings 
with intense magenta accents. Its sparse 
narrow leaves lie low and nearly flat, 
emphasising the goblet flowers. H 15cm. 
S$ 10cm. C Well-drained soil; full sun, 
sheltered position. SI March to April. 

HR RHS H6, USDA 3a-9b. 


17 TULIPA SYLVESTRIS 

Dainty, wild tulip, ideal for naturalising 
through grass. Rich-yellow flowers open 
wide like goblets in the sun. Each petal has 
an endearing curl at its tip. Drought tolerant 
once established. H 35cm. S 10cm. C Well- 
drained soil; full sun in a sheltered position. 
SI March to April. HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


100 GREAT PLANTS 
Climbers 


18 CLEMATIS ‘BETTY CORNING’ 

Sweetly scented and prolific, this clematis 
has the vigour typical of viticella species. 
Will scramble along climbing roses, shrubs 
and trees forming dense clouds of pretty, 
pale-lilac bells. Plant in a sunny position for 
maximum flowers. AGM. H 3m. S 1m. 

C Moisture-retentive, well-drained soil; full 
sun to part shade. Cover base of plant with 
pebbles to keep cool. SI July to September. 
HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 


19 CLEMATIS X TRITERNATA 
‘RUBROMARGINATA’ 

Hundreds of marzipan-scented flowers, 
which look as if they’ve been generously 
dipped in ruby-red ink, are held in 
clouds from midsummer to early 
autumn. Tolerant of dry soils and 
shady positions. Flowers freely. H 4m. 

$ 1.5m. C Fertile, well-drained soil; full 
sun to part shade. SI July to September. 
HR RHS H4, USDA 5a-8b. 


20 ROSA MORTIMER SACKLER 
(=‘AUSORTS’) 

Intensely scented with deep-pink 
buds and paler flowers held on 
red-flushed, near thornless branches 
that makes picking them a pleasure. 
A repeat flowerer that grows into a 
tall shrub or short climber with an 
attractive loose habit. AGM. H 4m. 

S 1m. C Moist but well-drained soil. 
SI Summer. HR RHS H4, USDA 5a-10a. [> 
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Ferns 


[> 21 ASPLENIUM SCOLOPENDRIUM 
Hart’s tongue is an indispensable fern that 
grows in moist and dry niches. The gentle 
ripple of its glossy, evergreen leaves stand 
out against the lacy patterns of companion 
ferns. H 30cm. S 50cm. C Humus-rich, 
moist but well-drained soil; can survive dry 
shade when established. SI Evergreen. 

HR RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


22 BLECHNUM SPICANT 

A hardy native fern that forms generous 
colonies in shady woods. Its fertile fronds 
with near-black stems and glossy divided 
leaves emerge compact out of evergreen 


rosettes. AGM. H 50cm. S 50cm. C Moist soil: 


in light shade, will tolerate dry shade. 
SI Evergreen. HR RHS H4, USDA 6a-8b. 


23 ONOCLEA SENSIBILIS 

Known as the sensitive fern on account of 
its frost tenderness. Red-tinged new growth 
in spring unfurls into upright fronds. 
Creates a lush understorey in a damp 

spot, gradually creeping by rhizomes. 
Requires waterside and moist soil 
conditions. AGM. H 50cm. $ 2.5m. C Moist 
soil; part to full shade. SI Spring to autumn. 
HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


24 OSMUNDA REGALIS 

A deciduous fern that forms stately, long- 
lived clumps in damp, part shade. Develops 
raised crowns that look prehistoric as 

their spring fronds unfurl. I partner it 
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with diminutive subjects, such as wood 
anemones. AGM. H 1.2m. S$ 1m. C Moist soil, 
good for very wet sites; full sun to full shade. 
SI Green spring to summer; autumn colour. 
HR RHS H6, USDA 3a-9b. 


25 POLYPODIUM VULGARE 

Resilient, evergreen fern, that will form 
stable communities in the most inhospitable 
of locations. It will shrivel in periods of 
drought, only to reward you with a carpet of 
green, like a finely designed tapestry, in late 
summer. H 35cm. S 1m. C Moist but well- 
drained soil; full sun to part shade in 
sheltered position. Tolerant of moderately 
moist conditions. SI Evergreen. HR RHS H/, 
USDA 3a-6b. 


Grasses and restios 


26 BRIZA MAXIMA 

A clump-forming annual grass, with low, 
leafy tufts and beautiful flowerheads 
composed of a mass of spikelets. These 
dainty, trembling ‘lockets’ are flushed purple 
before turning golden. Useful for creating a 
meadow-like feel. Self seeds. H 45cm. 

S$ 50cm. C Well-drained soil; full sun. 

SI May to August. HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


27 CALAMAGROSTIS EMODENSIS 
Initially, I was unimpressed with this 

grass as I hadn’t provided it with the 

space it needed. Now it’s in gravel so that its 
arching stems and pale-pink flowers can be 
appreciated. The fluffy seedheads are so 
persistent it almost seems a pity to cut them 


down in early spring. H 1.2m. S 40cm. 

C Well-drained soil; sun or light shade if soil 
not too dry. SI June; flowerheads stay 
through winter. 


28 CHONDROPETALUM TECTORUM 

One of the hardiest restios with narrow, 
rush-like foliage and tightly bunched, 
dark-brown filaments. I use it as a dark, 
evergreen backdrop to make its colourful 
South African counterparts — dieramas and 
gladioli — glow. Good for coastal gardens. 

H 50cm. S 1m. C Fertile, well-drained soil (will 
not tolerate waterlogging); full sun. 

SI Evergreen. HR RHS H3, USDA 9a-11. 


29 HORDEUM JUBATUM 

Loved for its long, purplish-pink, silvery 
awns that have a spectacular halo when 
backlit by sunshine. At its best when grown 
in an open, gravel scree, where its plumes 
appear to float above dianthus, thymes and 
other grounded sun lovers. Produces flowers 
over a long period. Best grown as an annual. 
H 1m. S 50cm. C Well-drained soil; full sun. 
SI June to July. HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


30 MELICA ALTISSIMA ‘ALBA’ 

White, bead-like flowers hang in 

airy sprays on low, gently arching, 

fresh foliage. Lovely planted en masse 

or among ferns so you can see the 
spikelets tremble in the breeze. Cut 
down after first flush of flowers to 
stimulate a second. H 50cm. $ 60cm. 

C Fertile, well-drained soil; full sun or part 
shade. SI May to June. HR RHS H6. [> 
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[> 31 MOLINIA CAERULEA SUBSP. 
CAERULEA ‘HEIDEBRAUT’ 

Indispensable mid-height moor grass. 
Upright flower stems gradually fan 
outwards as they gain height. Beautiful as 
a singular accent, en masse, or when woven 
through herbaceous plantings as a gauzy 
veil. H 1.2m. S 50cm. C Moist but well- 
drained, neutral to acid soils; full sun to part 
shade. SI June to November. HR RHS H7, 
USDA 4a-9b. 


32 MOLINIA CAERULEA SUBSP. 
ARUNDINACEA ‘TRANSPARENT’ 

Its airy, see-through inflorescences create a 
shimmering cloud of flower. Large mounds 
of green foliage support stems that reach 
upwards spreading outwards in an arc that 
captures the light. H 1.8m. S 60cm. C Well- 
drained soil; sun. SI June to November. 

HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


Half-hardy perennials 


33 DAHLIA AUSTRALIS 

Most sultry of all dahlias with star-shaped, 
lilac-pink blooms that droop downwards. 
Even the leaves are more refined and 
slender. Borderline hardy. H 1.5m. S$ 75cm. 
C Moist but not waterlogged soil; full sun. 


SI July to October. HR RHS H2, USDA 7a-10b. 


34 DAHLIA ‘DOWNHAM ROYAL’ 

Perfectly formed, deep-burgundy, 
pom-pom flowers. Impeccable in a vase, 
where close inspection reveals the pale-pink 
hairline drawn on each petal. Dahlias are 


greedy feeders, which means good soil is 
essential. H 1m. S 30cm. C Moist but well- 
drained soil; sheltered spot in full sun. SI July 
to November. HR RHS H2, USDA 7a-10b. 


35 DAHLIA ‘EDINBURGH’ 

A bi-coloured beauty with a spirograph-like 
pattern of royal-purple petals that fade to 
white. Petals have a beautiful curl as they 
open out, adding to hypnotic effect. Easy to 
grow with prolific flowers for cutting. 

H 1.25m. S 40cm. C Well-drained soil; full sun 
(the more sun, the bigger the blooms), 
shelter from wind. SI July to October. 

HR RHS H2, USDA 7a-10b. 


36 DIGITALIS CANARIENSIS 

Dramatic tall spires of apricot or 
tawny-bronze flowers that are all the 

more pronounced against the dark stems 
and evergreen pointed leaves. Becomes 
woody with age. H 1.5m. S 1.5m. C Moist 
but well-drained soil; full sun or part shade. 
Don't grow outside if frosts are likely. SI July 
to August. HR RHS H2, USDA 9a-11. 


37 SALVIA CURVIFLORA 

Evergreen tender sage, with hot-pink 
flowers that illuminate a late-summer 
garden. Each bloom is covered in fine hairs 
creating a fuzzy outline that glows in 
sunlight. Good for containers. H 90cm. 

S 60cm. C Well-drained soil; sun. SI July to 
October. HR RHS H3, USDA 4a-8b. 


38 SALVIA LEUCANTHA ‘PURPLE VELVET’ 
Downy foliage, calyces and flowers look, and 


feel, like velvet. A shrubby plant but its 
arching form and the wide spacing of its 
silver-green leaves mean it has grace. I grow 
it near pathways or in large containers to 
best appreciate its sprays of purple flowers. 
Easily grown from cuttings. H 1m. S 80cm. 
C Well-drained, rich soil; sheltered spot in 
sun. Winter protection from frost. SI Late 
summer to autumn. HR USDA 8a-10b. 


Perennials 


39 ALTHAEA CANNABINA 

Almost too pretty with hollyhock-like, 
rose-pink flowers widely spaced on narrow, 
willowy stems. I’ve yet to trial it in my 
garden but it’s so exceptionally tall, elegant 
and diaphanous, I had to include it. 

H 2m. S 1m. C Moist but well-drained, 
moderately fertile soil; full sun to part shade. 
SI July to October. HR RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


40 BUPLEURUM FALCATUM 
Long-flowering clouds of small, lime-yellow 
umbels on fine, branching stems. Narrow 
leaves add to the airy look. A hardy, biennial 
that loves sun and will self sow in well- 
drained soil. Adds sparkle and immediate 
volume to new planting schemes while 
slower-growing, longer-lived perennials 
become established. H 50cm. S$ 20cm. 

C Dry soil; sun. SI June to July. HR RHS H4. 


41 CALLIRHOE BUSHII 

Lightly scrambles over more grounded 
neighbours, peppering them with the 
eye-popping magenta of its mallow-like 


42 


MY STOCK PHOTO 


h 


48 JASON INGRAM; 50 MARTIN HUGHES-JONES / ALA 


YCK PHOTO; 45, 47 & 


ALAMY STC 


44 BLICKWINKEL 


blooms. Native to dry prairies. H 45cm. 
S$ 90cm. C Well-drained soil; sun. SI June 
to August. HR RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 


42 CENOLOPHIUM DENUDATUM 

Soft, white umbels age beautifully above 
finely cut, filigree foliage. A useful transition 
plant to visually link formal and wilder 
garden areas. AGM. H 1m. S 50cm. C Moist 
but well-drained soil; full sun to part shade. 
SI July to October. HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 


43 CEPHALARIA DIPSACOIDES 
Scabious-like, pale-yellow flowers on wiry 
stems, that make them appear to float in mid 
air. A wonderfully diaphanous plant that is 
easy to weave through light grasses and 
natural-looking perennials. H 2m. S 1m. 

C Moist but well-drained soil; full sun to part 
shade. SI June to August. HR RHS H7, USDA 
3a-9b. 


44 CIRSIUM CANUM 

Rich-purple thimbles tower above mounds 
of serrated, silver-green leaves. Best in deep 
borders or naturalistic settings where its 
stately presence can be appreciated. May 
self-seed so chop after flowering. H 2m. 

S 30cm. C Moist but well-drained soil, not 
too dry; full sun to part shade. SI August to 
September. HR USDA 3a-8b. 


45 DIANTHUS CRUENTUS 

Pinpricks of blood-red flowers offset by 
dark calyces make a statement when 
partnered with purple groundcovers, such 
as thyme, or the fuchsia pink of its longer- 


Everything about dieramas is 
exquisite their papery bracts, 
tubular bell-like flowers, arching 
stems — even the seedheads 


stemmed relation Dianthus carthusianorum. 
Given an open, free-draining spot both are 
easy to grow from seed. H 60cm. S 15cm. 

C Well-drained soil; full sun. SI June to 
August. HR RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 


46 DIERAMA PULCHERRIMUM 
‘BLACKBIRD’ 

Everything about dieramas is exquisite — 
their papery bracts, tubular bell-like flowers, 
arching stems — even the seedheads. Water 
well in dry summers but ensure they don’t 
get waterlogged in winter. H 1m. S 50cm. 

C Moist but well-drained, fertile, loamy soil; 
full sun. SI July to August. HR RHS H4. 


47 ECHINACEA PALLIDA 

Drooping, pale-pink petals artfully arranged 
around a dark central cone make this 
immediately recognisable. Luminous 
autumn grasses, such as Andropogon, make 
the dark accents of its wonderful seedheads 
stand out. H 1m. S 30cm. C Well-drained soil; 
full sun. SI July to September (seedheads into 
early winter). HR RHS H5, USDA 3a-10b. 


48 ERYNGIUM PANDANIFOLIUM 
‘PHYSIC PURPLE’ 

Worth growing for the spectacular 
sculptural seedhead that will suddenly 
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appear and surprise you. The tight, 

maroon flowers look similar to those of a 
sanguisorba, but are held high above an 
architectural clump of spiny, narrow foliage. 
H 2.5m. S 90cm. C Moist but well-drained 
soil; full sun in a free-draining spot to prevent 
winter rot. SI October to December. 

HR RHS H4, USDA 8a-10b. 


49 EUPATORIUM MACULATUM 
‘“RIESENSCHIRM’ 

The Eupatorium I reach for when I need 

to match a setting’s grand scale. It looks 
incredible at every stage; dark-purple stems 
support heads of earthy-pink flowers that age 
into a towering winter skeleton. AGM. 

H 2.5m. S$ 1.5m. C Moist but well-drained soil; 
full sun to part shade. SI July to November. 
HR RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


50 EUPHORBIA CERATOCARPA 

Large, frothy, lime-green bracts that keep 
flowering from spring through to winter. 
Narrow, pale-green leaves add to its elegance. 
Grows in wide clumps and requires a very 
dry position in full sun. AGM. H 1m. 

S$ 2.5m. C Well-drained, light soil; full sun. 

SI March to July. HR RHS H4, USDA 6a-8b. 


51 EUPHORBIA OBLONGATA 

Easily grown from seed, this lime-yellow 
spurge flowers from spring to winter in 
my garden. Forms compact, knee-high 
clumps, so ideal for smaller spaces. 

Native to poor soils so don't fertilise. It’s 
recommended you grow from seed every 
year, but it successfully overwintersin [> 


43 


> free-draining situations. H 50cm. S 60cm. 
C Well-drained soil; full sun. SI May to 
September. HR RHS H5. 


52 GLAUCIUM CORNICULATUM 

I love the theatricality of the colour contrast 
between its pale, glaucous leaves and scarlet 
flowers. Good for a gravel garden where 
you can admire its crinkled, evergreen 
leaves. H 60cm. S 40cm. C Well-drained 

soil; sun. SI May to November. HR RHS H4, 
USDA 6a-10b. 


53 KIRENGESHOMA PALMATA 

Elegant woodlander from Asia, with soft- 
yellow, broadly bell-shaped flowers. Grows 
into a small, graceful shrub with reddish 
purple stems and vertically spaced, pale- 
green palmate leaves that overlap. Needs 
deep, leafy soil. H 1m. S 1m. C Moist but well- 
drained soil; part to full shade. SI August to 
September. HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


54 LASER TRILOBUM 

Newly introduced umbellifer; carefully 
defined like a line drawing. Stems terminate 
in elongated, spoke-like stalks with rounded 
clusters of white flowers at their tips. Makes 
a statement in dappled light. H 1.2m. C Moist 
soil; part shade. SI May to June. 


55 LIATRIS ASPERA 

Nodules of tightly clustered, needle-thin 
flowers are widely spaced on a tall spire, 
creating a clear silhouette. The red-violet 
flowers continue for weeks in mid to late 
summer. Striking as an exotic vertical accent 
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I grow Ligusticum lucidum 
in gravel where the, lacy 
mounds of evergreen leaves 
can be appreciated 


among less defined forms. H 90cm. S 60cm. 


C Well-drained soil (drought tolerant); full 
sun. SI August to October. HR USDA 3a-8b. 


56 LIGUSTICUM LUCIDUM 

I grow this in gravel where the lacy mounds 
of evergreen leaves can be appreciated. The 
ammi-like, white umbels have a strong 
seedhead that stands well, casting defined 
shadows into early winter. Usually 
monocarpic. H 1m. C Well-drained soil; part 
or full sun. SI June to July. HR USDA 4a-8b. 


57 LINARIA PURPUREA 

Slender toadflax spires that look ethereal 
when allowed to self sow and grow up 
through plantings. Creates an hypnotic 
effect en masse, especially when partnered 


with the acid green of parsnip flowers. H 1m. 


S$ 50cm. C Well-drained, sandy soil; full 
sun. SI June to October. HR RHS H6. 


58 LYCHNIS CORONARIA ‘BLOOD RED’ 
For me, this plant has it all: intense colour, 
summer-long blooms (especially if 
deadheaded), downy-grey leaves and an 
open, branching mid-height structure that 


makes it versatile and easy to place. H 70cm. 


C Well-drained soil; full sun. SI May to July. 


59 ORIGANUM LAEVIGATUM 
‘HERRENHAUSEN’ 

Dark calices and a rich, dusky purple pink 
flower give this marjoram the edge. Lovely 
cut and mixed into informal posies. The 
vertical branches stand well after flowering, 
creating a wiry, dark silhouette through the 
winter. AGM. H 50cm. S 50cm. C Well- 
drained soil;full sun, suitable for exposed site. 
SI June to September. HR RHS H6. 


60 PAEONIA MASCULA 

Lipstick-pink flowers are slightly more open 
than cup shaped and have dense clusters of 
yellow stamens. Flowers prolifically in sun. 
Easy once established, but doesn’t like to be 
disturbed. AGM. H 80cm. S 1m. C Deep, 
fertile, moist to well-drained, humus-rich 
soil; full sun to part shade, sheltered position. 
SI May. HR RHS H6, USDA 7a-10b. 


61 PENSTEMON BARBATUS ‘COCCINEUS’ 
Narrow, tubular flowers that are a very 
bright shade of coral. Stunning with 
Echinacea in prairie-style plantings where 
the tall, branching and floriferous stems 
create a tangerine haze. Needs very sharp 
drainage. H 1.5m. S 30cm. C Well-drained 
soil; full sun. SI June to August. HR RHS H5, 
USDA 3a-8b. 


62 PERSICARIA AMPLEXICAULIS ‘ROSEA’ 
Fine, pale-pink spires bloom until the first 
frost. The rhythmical repetition of the spikes, 
their long season and their muted shade 
makes this invaluable for knitting together 
planting schemes. Adaptable and easy. 
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H1.2m.S1m.C Poorly drained or moist soil; 
full sun or part shade. SI July to September. 
HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 


63 PEUCEDANUM VERTICILLARE 

You need to surround this magnificent 
giant with space to appreciate its 
towering status. Layers of boldly cut 
leaves are held on stout, pink-purple 
stems, so look good when thrown into 
visual relief by low, hazy grasses. The 
flower spikes are a mass of yellow-green 
umbels. Monocarpic. H 2.4m. C Well- 
drained soil; full sun to part shade. 

SI June to July. HR RHS H6. 


64 POLYGONUM SCOPARIUM 

The broom-like foliage of this perennial is 
spangled with long-lasting, small, white 
flowers over a long period. Tolerates dry and 
windy conditions A wiry plant that has a 
sophisticated beauty that improves with age. 
H 60cm. C Well-drained soil; full sun to part 
shade. SI July to October. Evergreen. 


65 SALVIA CANDELABRUM 

A statuesque salvia that is worth 
hunting out for a spacious sunny spot. It 
takes its name from the long, thin stems 
that branch up and out like a candelabra 
and are adorned with blue-violet and 
white hooded blooms to create a hazy, 
blue fuzz at eye level. It forms a generous 
hummock of evergreen leaves that look 
like culinary sage. AGM. H 1.3m. S 60cm. 
C Sun, free-draining. SI July. HR RHS H3, 
USDA 8a-10b. 


66 SALVIA GLUTINOSA 

A sultry salvia that’s invaluable for shady 
schemes. The gentle, sage-like, yellow 
flowers light up dark corners but it will also 
grow in the sun, making it a useful ‘linking’ 
plant in varied light conditions. H 1m. 

S$ 50cm. C Well-drained, or moist but well- 
drained soil; full sun or part shade. SI July 
and August. HR RHS H6, USDA 7a-9a. 


67 SANGUISORBA OFFICINALIS 

‘RED THUNDER’ 

Taller and more ostentatious than its parent, 
our native meadow burnet Sanguisorba 
officinalis, but with the same tight bobble, 
wine-red flowers and finely cut foliage. 
Beautiful growing among meadow 
cranesbill or the veils of Molinia grasses. 
H 1.2m. S 60cm. C Moist but well-drained 
soil; full sun or part shade. SI June to 
September. HR RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


68 SCABIOSA COLUMBARIA 

SUBSP. OCHROLEUCA 

Pale, butter-yellow pincushion flowers are 
held on thin, wiry stems. Flowers profusely 
through the summer, bringing a fresh note 
of colour among the muted purples I plant 
it with. Suitable for smaller spaces and large 
containers. Deadhead to promote more 
flowers. H 45cm. S 45cm. C Well-drained 
soil; sun. SI June to September. HR RHS H5, 
USDA 3a-9b. 


69 SILENE FIMBRIATA 
Easily mistaken for a bladder campion with 
its large inflated calyx, this silene has fringed, 
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white petals that give it a deceptively delicate 
look. In my garden I’ve planted it on a 
partially shaded dry bank where the detail of 
its pronounced profile can be seen among 
fine-textured grasses. H 75cm. S 23cm. 

C Well-drained soil; full or part shade. 

SI May and June. HR USDA 3a-9b. 


70 SYMPHYTUM X UPLANDICUM 
‘MOORLAND HEATHER’ 

Rough textured leaves make the deep- 
purple, tubular flowers of this comfrey all 
the more charming. More refined and less 
vigorous than the common comfrey but still 
beloved by bees. Can repeat if cut back after 
flowering. H 2m.C Damp soil; part or full 
shade. SI April to June HR USDA 4a-9b. 


71 SYMPHYOTRICHUM TURBINELLUM 

An arching poise and widely spaced, single 
lavender-blue flowers distinguish this aster 
from traditionally stocky Michaelmas daisy 
cultivars. Native to dry prairies, this is a 
drought-tolerant species, as beautiful in 
gravel plantings as it is among grasses from 
its American homeland. H1.2m.$ 1m. 

C Well-drained soil; full sun. SI September to 
October. HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


72 THALICTRUM ‘ELIN’ 

A towering meadow rue with glaucous, 
pinnate leaves and dark-purple stems; 
exquisite details against its airborne froth of 
tiny lilac flowers. Beautiful at all stages of 
growth. AGM. H 1.8m. S 90cm. C Well- 
drained soil; part to full shade. SI June to 
August. HR RHS H7, USDA 3a-7b. [> 
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[> 73 TRICYRTIS FORMOSANA 

‘DARK BEAUTY’ 

It’s hard to resist the smouldering beauty of 
toad lilies’ orchid-like flowers. They’re all the 
more desirable because they bloom so late — 
and in the shade. This form has smoky-pink 
flowers speckled with maroon detailing that 
can only be appreciated up close. H 70cm. 

S 30cm. C Moist but well-drained, humus- 
rich soil; part or full shade. SI August to 
October. HR USDA 4a-9b. 


74 VERBENA OFFICINALIS VAR. 
GRANDIFLORA ‘BAMPTON’ 

Shimmering low clouds of tiny, 

mauve flowers are held on dark-purple 
stems for many weeks in summer. 

When grown from seed, it takes a couple 
of years for the plants to reach knee 
height and branch out into its mature 
form. Suited to a sunny, open spot 

where it can self-seed in gravel and 

you can appreciate looking through its 
delicate, see-through form. H 80cm. $ 1m. 
C Well-drained soil; full sun. SI Midsummer 
to autumn. HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 


Shrubs and trees 


75 CORNUS MAS 

Clusters of bright-yellow, miniature 
blooms look dramatic against winter 
skies. Beautiful as a mature, spreading tree 
with mottle bark or as a young thicket 
fringing woodland. H 4m. S 4m. C Moist 
but well-drained soil; full to part shade. 

SI February. HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


76 CORYLUS AVELLANA 

A small, native tree that quickly regenerates 
whether coppiced, laid into a hedge or 
thinned. Its branches covered in long, yellow 
catkins are a special way of bringing spring 
inside. In autumn its bright, lime-yellow 


leaves illuminates surroundings. H 8m. S 8m. 


C Moist but well-drained soil, grows well in 
chalky soil; sun or part shade. SI December 
to February. HR RHS H6. 


77 CYDONIA OBLONGA 

The strong perfume of the quince’s fruit 

is intensified when cooked; it will fill the 
whole of your home with fragrance. 
‘Bereczcki or “Leskovac’ are top hardy 
choices. Prefers damp but not waterlogged 
ground. H 4m. S 4m. C Moist but well- 
drained soil in a sheltered position; full sun. 
SI Flowers in spring, fruits in September. 
HR RHS H4, USDA 4a-6b. 


78 DAPHNE BHOLUA 

SJACQUELINE POSTILL’ 

Evergreen leaves frame clusters of deep-pink 
buds and pale-pink flowers in late winter, 
when its delicious perfume hangs in the air. 
Needs shelter and is not reliable in exposed 
conditions. Hates being moved. AGM. 
H1.8m.$ 1.5m. C Moist but well-drained, 
fertile soil; full sun to part shade. SI February 
to March. HR RHS H4, USDA 7a-9b. 


79 EVONYMUS EUROPAEUS 

‘RED CASCADE' 

Native spindle turns a fiery red in autumn 
but its real charm comes later, when the 


leaves have fallen and the pink and orange 
winged fruit continue to decorate its 
branches. Grow in well-drained soil in full 
sun to part shade. AGM. H 4m. S 2.5m. 

C Moist but well-drained soil; full sun to part 
shade. SI Autumn. HR RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 


80 MORUS NIGRA 

A sprawling tree, which when mature, is 
perfect for children to climb. The delicious 
taste of black mulberries and my hands 
stained red from picking them is an 
enduringly happy memory. H 12m. S 8m. 

C Humus-rich, fertile soil; full sun, sheltered 
from cold, dry winds. SI Flowers May to June; 
seeds ripen August to September. 

HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


81 MUEHLENBECKIA ASTONII 

A New Zealand native with a delicate tangle 
of wiry red branches and tiny, heart-shaped 
leaves that create an attractive cloud; a frothy 
hedge supported by many slender legs. 
Suited to London and coastal gardens. 

H 3m. S$ 3m. C Fertile, moist but well-drained 
soil, sheltered from cold, dry winds; full sun. 
SI Summer. HR RHS H3, USDA 7a-10b. 


82 NOTHOFAGUS ANTARCTICA 
Uncommon but hardy tree. Its small, 

glossy leaves, with a crinkled texture, 

change from green to glowing yellow tones 
in autumn. It’s prone to lateral sprawling, 
which creates interesting, almost balletic 
contortions. H 12m. S 8m+. C Fertile, lime- 
free, moist but well-drained soil; full or part 
sun. SI Autumn. HR RHS H6,USDA 7a-10b. > 
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[> 83 QUERCUS ROBUR 

Oaks are rapid growers and it’s surprising 
how even a ten-year-old tree can command 
presence. What makes them so beautiful — 
their crevices, deeply fissured bark, spreading 
branches, soft leaves, acorns, open canopy — 
also contribute to their high biodiversity 
rating; they support more life forms than 
any other native tree. H 20-30m. S 8m+. 

C Moist but well-drained soil; full sun or part 
shade. SI Deciduous (flowers April to May). 
HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


84 ROSA X ODORATA ‘BENGAL CRIMSON’ 
An absolute favourite. Worth hunting down 
and waiting for the twiggy form to grow 
into a mature bush. The single flowers, are 
the most luxurious shade of pinky-red. 
Understated buds gently open into relaxed 
single flowers, each one with a slight twist. 
Grow in view of a window so you can see 
the blooms from June to December. H 2.5m. 
S$ 1.5m. C Fertile, moist but well-drained soil; 
full sun or part shade. SI June to August 
(repeat flowerer). HR RHS H5, USDA 5b-10b. 


85 ROSA ‘STANWELL PERPETUAL’ 
Timelessly romantic and deeply scented with 
ruffled flowers of pale pink, this rose was a 
favourite of the Victorians. It has an arching, 
non-suckering habit and repeat flowers. It 
has inherited the pinnate leaves, small thorns 
and resilience of its parent, Rosa spinosissima. 
H1m.$ 1.5m. C Moist but well-drained, 
fertile, humus-rich soil, in sheltered position; 
full sun. SI June to November (repeat 
flowerer). HR RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


Bird's foot trefoil gently self-seeds 
around my garden brightening 
grass and gravel with clusters of 
yellow, pea-like flowers 


Wildflowers 


86 AGROSTEMMA GITHAGO 

Our native corncockle is making a comeback 
in wildflower seed mixes. Sow among low, 
light grasses so that you can appreciate the 
unfurling of its buds and the long, thin 
sepals arranged like a star around the flower. 
H 70cm. S 5m. C Well-drained, loam, sand; full 
sun. SI April to August. HR RHS H5. 


87 CONOPODIUM MAJUS 

A dainty herb with finely divided leaves 

and white umbellifer flowers that repeatedly 
bloom. In my garden it enjoys a sloping 
bank where the soil does not remain 
waterlogged. H 25cm. C Well-draining soil; 
full sun to part shade. SI April to June. 

HR RHS H6. 


88 CRAMBE MARITIMA 

Sea kale’s puckered, glaucous-blue leaves, 
once dominated shingle shorelines, making 
it ideal for gravelly areas. Its wild, windswept 
companions — red valerian and sea campion 
— provide inspiration of what to plant it with 
in our gardens. H 60cm. S 50cm. C Well- 
drained to dry soil; full sun or part shade. 

SI May to July. HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 


89 DIANTHUS DELTOIDES ‘LUNEBURG 
HEATH MAIDEN PINK’ 

Sweet, rosy-pink flowers flutter above a 
compact cushion of winter green foliage. 
Enjoys sunny, dry, well-drained positions 
making it a treasure for green roofs and rock 
gardens. H 20cm. S 25cm. C Dry, well- 
drained soil; full sun. SI June to September. 
HR USDA 3a-8b. 


90 ECHIUM VULGARE 

Clumps of brilliant-blue spires bloom 
continuously through the summer creating 
an architectural statement among informal 
plantings. Its small, trumpet-shaped flowers 
are pollinated by long-tongued insects, such 
as bees and butterflies. It’s a grassland 
biennial, with roots that extend deep into 
the ground so suited to drought-prone land. 
H 1m. S 50cm. C Well-drained soil; full sun. 
SI June to August. HR RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


91 GALIUM VERUM 

Once used as a sweet-smelling filling for 
mattresses. I love the frothiness, of its 
honey-scented, primrose-yellow flowers 
and the way it creates bright patches in 
meadows. Will not thrive in very acid soils 
or hot climates. H 50cm. S 50cm. C Moist 
but well-drained soil; sun or part shade. 

SI July to August. HR RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


92 GERANIUM PYRENAICUM 


F. ALBIFLORUM 

Wild geraniums have a delicate, sprawling 
habit that makes their small flowers appear 
to hang airily in unprepossessing spots. This 
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cranesbill, a close relation of the mauve- 
flowering hedgerow cranesbill, has white 
flowers that will add exquisite detail to a 
shady, overlooked nook. Will repeat flower 
in September if cut back after first flowering. 
H 30cm. S$ 50cm. C Moist but well-drained, 
soil; full sun or part shade. SI June to July. 
HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 


93 LIGUSTICUM SCOTICUM 

Forms a neat clump of glossy, carefully 
sculpted, multi-loped leaves. Strong, purple 
stems support fresh, white umbels. Can 
tolerate coastal exposure. H 60cm. S 60cm. 
C Moist soil; full sun to full shade. SI June to 
August. HR RHS H4, USDA 4a-8b. 


94 LOTUS CORNICULATUS 

Bird’s foot trefoil gently self-seeds around 
my garden brightening grass and gravel with 
clusters of yellow, pea-like flowers. When 
planted alongside Prunella vulgaris, its 
procumbent growth makes it a drought- 
tolerant alternative to lawn. An invaluable 
food and nectar plant for the declining 
common blue butterfly. H 20cm. S 50cm. 
C Well-drained soil; full sun. SI May to 
September. HR RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 


95 ONONIS SPINOSA 

En masse it creates an alluring pink haze; 
up close, the branches of this sub-shrub 
are covered with pretty, pink, butterfly- 
shaped flowers. Fast growing, and can 
grow in nutritionally poor soil. H 60cm. 
C Dry or moist soil; full sun. SI May to 
August. HR RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 


96 PAPAVER CAMBRICUM 

The self-seeding Welsh poppy is always 
welcome in my garden. Its intense bursts 
of yellow and vermilion come and go 
through the summer months, appearing in 
unexpected places. It will grow in both sun 
and shade adding sparkle wherever it 
nestles. Sow successionally to start the 
flowering cycle. H 50cm. S 50cm. C Moist 
but well-drained soil, in a sheltered position; 
part shade. SI June to July. HR RHS H6. 


97 PULSATILLA VULGARIS 

A rare, native pasqueflower that makes a 
beautiful low detail in gravel. Bell-shaped, 
violet flowers bend upwards, revealing a 
yellow stamen-filled centre. Stems, buds 
and blooms are covered in long, silky 
hairs that catch sunlight. After flowering 
fluffy seedheads stand proud above 
filigree foliage, sometimes persisting 

for months. AGM. H 50cm. S 50cm. 

C Well-drained soil; full sun. SI April to 
May. HR RHS H5, USDA 4a-8b. 


98 RESEDA LUTEOLA 

Slender, pale-yellow spires that are best 
grown en masse to create hypnotic, swaying 
populations. A Mediterranean herb that is 
equally spectacular for cutting in generous 
bunches. Another invaluable food source in 
July and August for pollinators. Behaves as a 
biennial, self-sowing in an open patches of 
well-drained, gritty ground in the sun. 
Deadhead regularly to keep under control. 
H1.35m. S 30cm. C Moist, rich soil; part sun. 
SI June to August. HR RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


100 GREAT PLANTS 


99 RHINANTHUS MINOR 

Yellow rattle is one of our most important 
meadow wildflowers; it looks unassuming 
yet it is a magical ingredient aiding flowering 
diversity. It is an hemiparasite; drawing water 
and minerals from adjacent grass, reducing 
its vigour, creating more opportunity for 
wildflowers to get a foothold. H 35cm. S 1m. 
C Moist but well-drained soil; full sun. SI May 
to August. HR RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 


100 SUCCISA PRATENSIS 
If happy will form dense colonies; its tight, 
spherical flowers held on leafless, wiry 
stems create a shimmering blue haze 
among grasses in areas of damp ground. 
Flowers late making it an important source 
of pollen and nectar at a time when these 
are in scarce supply. H 1m. S 50cm. C Moist 
soil; full sun or part shade. SI July to 
October. HR RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


Reader offer 

Readers can enjoy a 15 per cent discount on 
plants, bulbs and seeds and at Crocus 
(crocus.co.uk), which offers many of the plants 
chosen by Sarah. For details see page 111. 


About the author 

Sarah Price is one of the UK's most prominent 
garden designers who won worldwide 
recognition for her designs for the 2012 
London Olympic Park. She is returning to 
Chelsea this year, after a five-year absence 
with a garden for M&G. Find out more at 
sarahpricelandscapes.com 
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CONNECT 


Whether you want to learn how to 
keep your houseplants alive, discover 
more about the National Trust's 
gardens or just enjoy some lively 
conversation while you're at work in 
the potting shed, there's a podcast 
for you. We recommend 
six of the best 
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Cultivating 
Place 
conversations on natural history 
and the human impulse to garden 


a podcast of 
North State Public Radio 


mynspr.org 


CULTIVATING PLACE 
Average length 

50 minutes 

How often is it released 
Weekly 

Link 
cultivatingplace.com 


Host Jennifer Jewell puts the culture back into 


horticulture and explores the different ways 


gardens and gardening have, and continue to 


have, an impact in a wider sense. 


Have you ever taken the time to 
consider why you spend time 
cultivating the garden and 
exploring the gardens of 
others? Perhaps not to any 
great length, but for garden 
writer Jennifer Jewell, host 
of Cultivating Place, this 
question is at the heart of 
every conversation featured 
on her podcast. 

Broadcast on public radio in 
California each week, its full 
title is Cultivating Place: 
conversations on natural 
history and the human impulse 
to garden, and it is based on 
two beliefs. The first is that 
horticulture is on a par with 
art, music, architecture, 
geography, history and 
literature and is a key part of 
our cultural literacy. The 
second is that gardens and 
gardening connect us to larger 
environments, both culturally 
and botanically. 

On her website, Jewell 
writes: ‘Gardens are both more 
and less versions of ourselves, 


our fingerprints, our 
signatures, our reflections, our 
legacies — as individuals and as 
cultures’ and her weekly 
interviews explore the different 
ways gardening and gardens 
affect people. 

The conversations are 
philosophical, rather than 
practical so if you're adverse to 
connecting to your emotions, it 
might not be the podcast for 
you, but the guests on Jewell’s 
show are engaging and involved 
in interesting and inspiring 
projects. Speakers range from 
growers and gardeners to 
artists, scientists and 
naturalists. Designer Jinny 
Blom recently discussed why 
she made the career move from 
psychology to garden design 
and talked about her latest 
book The Thoughtful Gardener. 

Ina time where mindfulness 
is gaining traction, Cultivating 
Place seems very ‘of the moment’ 
but there is plenty to take away 
from this intriguing podcast and 
it’s definitely worth a listen. 


PODCASTS 


ON THE LEDGE 
Average length 

40 minutes 

How often is it released 
Weekly 

Link 

janeperrone.com 


Aside from the stylised Instagram shots of air 


plants and succulents, indoor plants have a lot 


to offer. This is the podcast to help you become 


a part of the houseplant revolution. 


Freelance writer and previously 
garden editor at the Guardian, 
Jane Perrone has extensive 
horticultural knowledge and it 
makes her indoor gardening 
blog and podcast On the Ledge 
a must-listen. 

Episodes cover a huge 
range of indoor plants, from 
trendy succulents and air 
plants to more exotic 
specimens. In the style of a 
horticultural agony aunt, 
Perrone answers her listeners’ 
plant conundrums from 
floppy Aloe vera to yellowing 
Monstera leaves and gives 
advice and tips throughout 
the show on houseplant 
maintenance and care. 

Episode 25 — covering 
watering, the nemesis of most 
beginner gardeners and an easy 
oversight by seasoned 
houseplant parents — is 
particularly useful. In just 20 
minutes, you learn that a 
simple sports bottle with a 
small spout is more effective 
than the most stylish watering 


can and how tap water can 
be harmful to some plants, 
with recommended options 
on how to avoid its 
negative effects. 

On the Ledge invites 
gardening personalities on to 
the show who have a particular 
interest or expertise in 
houseplants, such as garden 
writer and author of Plant 
Love Alys Fowler, and garden 
blogger Matthew Perry. 
Perrone also visits some of 
the best places to buy your 
houseplants and in episode 
27 she gives her top tips for 
getting your houseplant home, 
safe and sound. 

Plants for conservatories, 
balconies and bathroom 
shelves are all carefully 
considered, plus you'll find 
episodes dedicated to pests 
and diseases and finding the 
right pot for your plant. 
Perrone’s fun, relaxed style 
of presenting allows you to 
take in her advice without 
being overwhelmed. 
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GROWING WILD 


NATIONAL TRUST Average length 

Average length GROW | \ (; 50 minutes 

15-30 minutes How often is it released 
How often is it released Monthly 

Weekly : Link 

Link audioboom.com/channel/ 


nationaltrust.org.uk growing-wild 


A great source of inspiration. Explore some of This is the perfect accompaniment to an 


the country’s most historic gardens and wild 


landscapes and learn from the dedicated 


experts who love and manage them. 


The National Trust Podcast 
offers an insight into gardens, 
walks and literary locations 
around the country. 

The Garden Podcast series 
began in 2016 with host Alan 
Power, the head gardener at 
Stourhead, visiting some of the 
National Trust’s most treasured 
gardens: Croome Court, 
Stourhead, Sissinghurst, 
Stowe, Mount Stewart and 
Cliveden. During his visits, 
he chats to the staff and 
volunteers who manage the 
garden and shares the 
historical impacts and hidden 
stories of these great estates. 

Although the Garden 
Podcasts aren’t the most recent 
series to be broadcast by the 
National Trust, the episodes are 
still available and it’s worth 
going back and listening again. 
Don’t miss ‘Garden Cuttings; a 
collection of shorter clips 
offering expert gardening 
advice from some of the 
gardens featured in the series. 
Learn how to protect and 
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manage pelargoniums from 
the walled garden at Stourhead 
and discover how the 
traditional method of scything 
has revitalised meadows and 
the wildlife population at 
Sissinghurst Castle in Kent. 

If youre an avid walker on 
the lookout for new routes to 
explore, tune in to Walks of the 
National Trust hosted by 
ranger Kate Martin. Recorded 
on location, this podcast series 
delves into the myths, legends 
and history associated with 
each new landscape and 
Martin meets fellow ramblers 
who share their own 
experiences from the area. 

Throughout the series 
you will journey through 
Kinder Scout, in the Peak 
District, the birthplace of the 
‘right to roam’ movement, 
Beddgelert in Snowdonia and 
Formby in Liverpool, home to 
the red squirrel. 

You can listen to all the 
National Trust Podcast’s on 
iTunes, SoundCloud and Acast. 


afternoon on the allotment. It will help you 


appreciate the sun on your face and relish the 


feeling of your hands covered in dirt. 


On the last Sunday of every 
month, it’s worth tuning in 

to Growing Wild, a lifestyle 
podcast focused on promoting 
the joys of exploring the 

great outdoors. 

Host Charlotte Petts won 
the Alan Titchmarsh New 
Talent Award for her work on 
the show at last year’s Garden 
Media Guild Awards, the 
judges commending her 
‘original, rich content. 

Petts’ relaxed but chatty style 
brings out the best from her 
guest speakers allowing them 
to share their stories and 
experiences without too much 
interruption. She visits 
allotments and community 
gardens and talks to a range of 
people dedicated to making the 
most of outdoor living, from 
wild swimmers to birdwatchers. 

Petts also explores the 
environmental and social 
issues threatening some of our 
much-loved green spaces, such 
as budget cuts to city parks 
and the increase in plastic 


pollution, and includes 
interviews with individuals 
and organisations who are 
trying to make a difference. 

Growing Wild is easy 
listening, and Petts plays 
snippets of music tracks to 
perfectly fit in to the theme of 
each episode, break-up the 
content of the show and give a 
witty twist to the topic of 
conversation, think Marvin 
Gaye and Tammi Terrell’s The 
Onion Song, to liven up an 
episode on allotments. 
Download and listen for the 
perfect escape from a busy day 
at the office and it will 
encourage you to get out and 
explore, whether you live in the 
countryside or in a more urban 
environment. 

Growing Wild is broadcast 
on RadioReverb, a not-for- 
profit radio station based in 
Brighton (97.2FM, DAB+ and 
radioreverb.com) at 5pm, and 
available as a podcast. You can 
also follow on Instagram and 
Twitter @growingwildfm. 
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SodShow 


Every Friday | www. Sedshow.com | All Good Podcast Stores 


THE SODSHOW 
Average length 

45 minutes 

How often is it released 
Weekly 

Link 

sodshow.com 


If you love staying up to date with the latest 


news from the gardening world and listening to 


top designers and head gardeners chat about 


their work, this is the podcast for you. 


Launched back in 2010, there 
are over 350 episodes of the 
SodShow available with 
Dublin-based Peter Donegan 
as its lively host. 

This is a podcast for the 
gardener who loves listening to 
a garden personality, as every 
episode of Donegan’s show is 
a hotspot for a name drop. 
Designers, head gardeners and 
nurserymen have all featured 
on the show and it’s a good 
place to find out about the 
latest garden projects, and hear 
all about upcoming plant fairs 
and gardening events. 

A garden designer himself, 
Donegan is a familiar face in 
the garden industry and he 
quickly helps his guest speakers 
to feel at ease on his show, 
which results in a more 
insightful interview for the 
listener, and often return 
appearances from his guests. 

He makes swift work of 
starting his interviews off, 
avoiding much of the filler chat 
often heard at the start of 


podcast episodes and he seems 
to have researched his guests 
and their work well, which 
helps conversation flow. 

He regularly visits RHS 
shows, including RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show where he chats to 
garden designers and nurseries 
going for those coveted Gold 
medals. He has also broadcast 
from live events, both in the 
UK and overseas. Most recently 
from Salt Lake City where as 
the guest of US gardening 
brand, Thyme and Place, he 
was joined by gardening 
experts from around the USA 
for a series of gardening 
workshops on-air. 

A new episode is available 
every Friday, and each one is 
packed with horticultural 
advice and fun facts. 
Donegan’s charm and 
unfaltering energy makes for 
an enjoyable show that will 
help you to build on your 
gardening knowledge and keep 
you entertained while working 
in the potting shed. 


IN DEFENSE 
HOS 


iC 
OF PLAN LS! 


If the state of the world is getting you down, 


PODCASTS 


IN DEFENSE OF PLANTS 
Average length 

40-60 minutes 

How often is it released 
Weekly 

Link 
indefenseofplants.com 


tune in to In Defense of Plants and listen to the 


amazing ways people are working to protect 


and preserve our fragile environment. 


Matt Candeias is on a mission to 
cure plant blindness. His 
podcast In Defense of Plants 
started in January 2015 as an 
additional element to his blog of 
the same name and now 141 
episodes later, it has become a 
fascinating platform for sharing 
amazing evolutionary stories 
from the botanical world. 

Stemming from a frustration 
with the way plants are only 
considered useful if they have an 
anthropocentric use, his podcast 
celebrates the importance of 
plants in their own right. For 
Candeias, plants are everything 
and he hopes, by listening to his 
podcast, people will be inspired 
to look at plants in a different 
way. “Plants are the backbone of 
every major ecosystem on the 
planet and we desperately need 
to give them the attention they 
deserve,” he says. 

Candeias regularly interviews 
specialists at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, and botanists 
from all over the world to shine 
a light on the incredible work 


being done to aid and promote 
plant conservation. Whether 
youre a plant person or not, 
the topics covered in Candeias’s 
podcast are wide ranging and 
cover subjects such as plant 
hunting in Papua New Guinea, 
ancient fossilised forests in 
Antarctica, plant poaching and 
plant pollinators. 

As you would expect from a 
podcast dedicated to botany, 
many of the new plants 
discussed are referenced in 
Latin, and although it might 
leave you a little confused, you 
car’t help but be drawn in to the 
expeditions and new discoveries 
featured on the show. 

It’s worth noting that ‘the 
order of business’ at the start of 
the show can drag on a bit but 
a free podcast relies on the 
support of its listeners and the 
main content is worth the wait. 

Based in the USA, 

In Defense of Plants is 
broadcast every Sunday and 
is available on iTunes and at 
indefenseofplants.com 
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" ANOD TO THE IRISH 


Coosheen on the south coast of Ireland 
is a Mecca for snowdrop fans with a collection that 
emphasises the Irish cultivars 


WORDS ANNIE GATTI PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 
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This page Long-flowerin 
the popular Irish snowdro 
found in Co Kildare, stands 
brilliant whiteness of its flowers. Hester grows it 
beneath a weeping purple beech. 


Facing page In the front garden a trio of Betula 
jacquemontii is underplanted with Cyc. 


hederifolium and Gali Iwesii os. 
with G. ‘Bowles Early oreground! 
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oosheen, a garden on the edge of Cork city in the south of Ireland, is 

sheltered from the salty winds whipping off the Atlantic by a boundary 

of beech hedging. When Hester and Paddy Forde originally moved into 

the chalet house there, they inherited a few apple trees and some grass — 

level at the back and sloping at the front. Thirty years later, the two-part 
garden is a multi-layered plantsman’s delight, where each plant has been selected for its 
form, colour or scent. Inspired by visits to the Dublin garden that formerly belonged 
to the author and horticulturist Helen Dillon, Hester combines bulbs with perennials, 
evergreens and grasses. Her passion for snowdrops has created a garden that draws you 
out, even on the coldest of winter days. 


Where did your passion for snowdrops come from? 
I visited snowdrop gardens with friends who are really keen on them, and started off with 
Galanthus ‘S Arnott’ and a few of the more common ones. Then I was given the Irish 
cultivar G. ‘Cicely Hall’, and I was taken. For me, snowdrops bring the winter garden to 
life — I so look forward to them every year. 

In your garden what conditions do snowdrops fare best in? 

Snowdrops need good drainage; I find loamy soil, with leafmould and plenty of grit 
added in, is best. But I do have to play around with the planting, because snowdrops 
don’t always like where you put them. I’ve found that the yellows do best in our scree 
bed. If I get a bulb that’s new to me, and it’s expensive, | isolate it by growing it in a pond 
basket. That way, if ’m digging or planting later in the year, at least I hit the basket and 
not the bulb. I fill the basket with John Innes No. 2 or 3, with a bit of topsoil, grit and 
leafmould, and a sprinkle of bonemeal to give them a good start. 

Are there any snowdrops that cope with wetter ground? 

Everything drains down to the end of our front garden, so I don’t put any choice 
snowdrops there. But I find that both G. nivalis and G. nivalis ‘Viridapice’ cope with 

the wetter conditions, and multiply well. 

How long a flowering season do you get? 

I start with the autumn-flowering “Tilebarn Jamie’, but the first winter one is “Three 
Ships; which is nearly always in flower on Christmas Day. ‘Castlegar’ an Irish snowdrop, 
follows soon after, and my last to flower is usually “Baxendale’s Late’ which can take me to 
the end of February. 

Any tips on how to plant snowdrops so that they look natural? 

I plant them in mixed groups of earlies and lates, which gives me a continuous 

show, among herbaceous plants, and I cull the vigorous ones every year, so that 

they don’t take over. I also keep the cultivars separate from each other, so that they 
don’t hybridise. The emerging foliage of brunneras and pulmonarias and some 
epimediums make a lovely foil for them, as do polypodium ferns and hellebores. 
Leucojum vernum and winter aconites make delightful companions for early 
snowdrops, as do Narcissus ‘Jack Snipe’ and Minicycla. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address 15 Johnstown Park, Glounthaune, Cork, T45CC42, Ireland. 

Tel +353 (0)86 865 4972. 

Website hesterfordegarden.com 

Open Coosheen is open on selected days during February. From May to September, the 
garden is open to groups, by appointment. 


The 7th Snowdrop Gala, which Hester organises each year with Robert Miller, will take 
place on 3 February 2018 at Ballykealey Manor Hotel, Ballon, Co Carlow, Ireland. This 
year's speakers are Graham Gough and Jim Almond. 

Turn the page for 20 of Hester's favourite snowdrops 


Images left from top 


Top Hester and Paddy created levels in the flat back garden by making a series of stone-edged raised 
beds, connected by informal paths and framed by a beech hedge. Hester uses several acers for their 
sculptural winter interest. 


Middle Hester, who grew up on a farm and is a self-confessed plantaholic. Her gritty soil creates ideal 
conditions for bulbs. 


Bottom The view across the far end of the back garden where epimediums and Woodwardia ferns 
create a green foil for snowdrops and other spring bulbs, such as Leucojum aestivum ‘Gravetye Giant’ 
seen growing beneath the Fagus sylvatica ‘Purpurea Pendula’ in the foreground. 
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Irish cultivars 


Snowdrop collecting in Ireland derived from naturally occurring hybrids found in gardens around the country. Once nurtured and bulked up, 
they were shared among passionate gardeners andit is only recently that many of them have become available commercially. Cicely Hall, 
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who had a snowdrop named after her, amassed a noted collection that is now maintained by her son Robin at Primrose Hill Garden in Lucan, 
Co Dublin, while,at Altamont Gardens, Co Carlow, Corona North enriched her collection with hybrids she collected from abandoned demesnes. 
Turn the page for details of these and other Irish snowdrops. ||) 
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Top row, from left to right 


G. ‘Straffan’ 
Gill Pos? | 
G. ‘Brenda Troyle’ 

G. ikariae ‘Emerald Isle’ 
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Middle row i) Bottom row 

G. plicatus ‘Woodtown’ G. ‘Cicely Hall’ 

G. ‘Waverley’ seedling G. ‘Blaris’ 
G. ‘Mark’s Tall’ G. ‘Waverley Aristocrat’ 


G. ‘Green Lantern’ 


12 IRISH 
SNOW DROPS 


1 Galanthus ‘Straffan’ 

Also known as ‘The O'Mahoney ' this tall 
Irish snowdrop has chunky flowers with 
grooves on the inner segments. Reliable 
once settled. 25cm. AGM*. 

2 G. ‘Hill Poe’ 

This pinnate Irish double, with five outer 
petals, was found growing under a walnut 
tree at Riverston, Co Tipperary in 1911 by 
James Hill Poé. It needs good drainage 
and flowers late in the season. 14cm. 

3 G. ‘Brenda Troyle’ 

This early-flowering hybrid, with a broad 
inverted ‘V' at the apex, was found on the 
Acton family estate in Co Wicklow. It has 
large, rounded flowers, a honey scent and 
grey-blue leaves. 20cm. 

4G. ikariae ‘Emerald Isle’ 

This Irish snowdrop has broad, green 
markings on the outer segments and is 
almost entirely green on the inner 
segments. It was found in 1986 by Megan 
Morris at Drew's Court, Co Limerick. 18cm. 
5 G. plicatus ‘Woodtown’ 

This Irish snowdrop, with large rounded 
flowers and erect to arching, blue-green 
leaves, was raised by Oliver Schurmann of 
Mount Venus Nursery. 16-20cm. 

6 G. ‘Waverley’ seedling 

This Irish cultivar is a tall, mid-season 
snowdrop. A vigorous grower, as good as 
its parent ‘Waverley Aristocrat! 18-20cm. 
7G. ‘Kildare’ 

This large-flowered snowdrop, which 
often has two scapes, has beautiful green 
stripes on the outer petals. 24cm. 

8 G. ‘Mark's Tall’ 

Found by Mark Smyth in Northern Ireland, 
this tall snowdrop is a cross between 
nivalis and plicatus species. Flowers 
prolifically in January and February. 35cm. 
9G. ‘Cicely Hall’ 

This outstanding, robust Irish cultivar 
has dark-green inner markings and the 
largest sinus (notch at the tip of the 
tepal) of any cultivar. It was found at 
Primrose Hill, Lucan, where it was 
nicknamed The Stalker. 20-25cm. 

10 G. ‘Blaris’ 

With chunky, rounded flowers this Irish 
snowdrop is a really good doer, flowering 
in February and March. 18cm. 

11 G. ‘Waverley Aristocrat’ 

Raised by Harold McBride in Co Down, 
this snowdrop has long, slender outer 
segments and a broad green mark 

on the inner segment. It often produces 
two scapes (flower stalks). Flowers 
February to March. 16-20cm. 

12 G. ‘Green Lantern’ 

This snowdrop, with well-shaped flowers, 
has a broad inverted ‘V’ on the inner 
segments. It bulks up well. 18cm. 
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*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 


8 BRITISH 
SNOW DROPS 


1G. ‘Margaret Owen’ 

Hester loves the elegant flowers 

of this hybrid, which was named 
for the English galanthophile 
Margaret Owen. She bought this 

at one of Margaret's famed 
snowdrop lunches, held annually 
at her garden, The Patch in 
Shropshire, to coincide with the 
end of the flowering season. 

The lunch would be followed by 

an open day and sale. 28cm. 

2G. ‘Erway’ 

This mid-season snowdrop, which 
often makes two scapes per bulb, 
is easy to recognise from a distance 
because of its long, olive-green 
ovary. 16cm. 

3 G. ‘Fly Fishing’ 

This early-flowering snowdrop, 
found by Avon Bulbs, is named for 
its long pedicel (or flower stem), 
which suggests a fishing line. It 

has an exceptionally long scape 
and upright spathe (the green 
bract that originally enclosed 

the flower bud). 20cm. 

4G. ‘Trumps’ 

A vigorous seedling from G. plicatus 
‘Trym’ inheriting bold green 
markings on the outer segments, 
soon forming a conspicuous 
clump in the garden. 16cm. AGM. 

5 G. ‘Mrs Thompson’ 

A robust hybrid that has a tendency 
to throw two flowers from separate 
pedicels, on the same scape. 
18-20cm. 

6 G. plicatus ‘Wendy’s Gold’ 

This plicatus cultivar has a 
vivid-yellow ovary and pedicel, 

and bulks up well when grown in 
good light. It flowers in Hester's 
gravel area in February. 15cm. 

7G. ‘Sprite’ 

This Avon Bulbs snowdrop has fine 
green lines on the outer petals and 
all-green inner ones. It flowers in 
February at in Hester's garden. 15cm. 
8 G. ‘Seagull’ 

Ahoney-scented snowdrop with 
chunky flowers and broad, 
semi-erect leaves. It often produces 
two flowers per bulb. 23cm. 


* Hardiness rating for all 
snowdrops: RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 


Recommended 
reading 
Snowdrops by Gunter 
Waldorf (Frances 
Lincoln, 2012). 
Snowdrops: 

A Monograph of 
Cultivated Galanthus 
by Matt Bishop, 
Aaron Davis and 
John Grimshaw (Griffin 
Press, 2006). 


Buying bulbs 

+ If possible, feel the 
bulb to make sure it’s 
firm, not soft. If you are 
buying bulbs in the 
green, check that the 
leaves are clean — 
streaks can be a sign of 
virus. Hester prefers to 
plant snowdrops in the 
green, but if you do 
plant in autumn, buy 
your bulbs froma 
reliable grower 

or nursery. 


Where to buy 
Irish cultivars 

* Robert Miller of 
Altamont Plant Sales, 
Altamont Gardens, 
Ballon, Co Carlow, 
Ireland has a good 
selection. As part of the 
annual Snowdrop Gala 
and Other Spring 
Treasures day, the 
nursery hosts a sale of a 
wide selection of 
snowdrops, both Irish 
and British. Tel +353 
(0)87 982 2135, sales@ 
altamontplants.com 

« Angela Jupe, at 
Bellefield House and 
Gardens, Shrinrone, Birr, 
Co Offaly, Ireland. Holds 
one of the largest 
snowdrop collections in 
Ireland. Tel + 353 (0)86 
600 2180, angelajupe@ 
gmail.com 


DAPHNE 


Flowering throughout the year, and notably during cold 
weather, the recurring theme of daphnes is scent 
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any gardeners love plants 

that are a challenge, both 

to grow and to source. 

I remember one keen 

plantsman telling me that 
half the enjoyment of any plant is in the 
chase to find it. During my early days at 
Hillier Nurseries, daphnes must have been 
the most requested shrubs, but they were 
never available. Their scarcity undoubtedly 
fuelled their demand. What was all the fuss 
about? A question soon answered with just 
a hint of that intoxicating fragrance. 

Daphne bholua ‘Jacqueline Postill’ was 
raised by Hillier propagator Alan Postill and 
is the best known and most enduring plant 
raised at the Hampshire nursery. Its heady, 
sweet fragrance fills the Winter Garden at 
the Sir Harold Hillier Gardens from early 
January right through to March. Once 
experienced, it is never forgotten, so I 
planted three in our garden at Sandhill 
Farm as soon as we moved here 17 years 
ago. Despite our rather dry, sandy soil the 
plants have thrived and delight every season. 
A day in late winter spent in their presence 
kick-starts the gardening year. Pick a few 
sprigs for the house and they fade quickly, 
their fragrance is just not for capture. It 
needs to be free on the cool, outdoor air. 
My first encounter with these elusive 

shrubs was a Daphne mezereum, the 
species most available when I was a boy. 
I remember a spindly, unhappy shrub that 
redeemed itself each New Year when a 
few purple buds opened to be worshipped 
for their scent. Undoubtedly, it was a poor [> 


A... | PLANT PROFILE 
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Daphne bholua ‘Jacqueline Postill’ 
An evergreen cultivar with leathery, 
mid-green leaves that is strong growing 
once established. Large clusters of 
mauve-pink flowers cover the plant for 
weeks from midwinter into early ~ 
The fragrance is powerful, sweet and 
delicious, even on cold days. It was raised 
at Hillier Nurseries by propagator Alan 
Postill and named for his wife. 1.8m. AGM* 
RHS H4, USDA 7a-9bt. 


What Deciduous or evergreen shrubs, most with highly fragrant flowers. 
Origins Europe, Asia and North Africa. Many cultivars are of garden origin. 
Season Winter-, spring- and summer-flowering species and cultivars. 
Those that flower in winter are the best known. 

Hardiness Garden hardy, RHS H4-6 and USDA 4a-9b depending on 
species or cultivar. 

Size Dwarf- to medium-sized shrubs from 45cm to 2.4m in height. 
Conditions Sheltered situation on reasonably moist neutral to 

alkaline soil, with some exceptions. Most prefer partial shade and 

dislike hot, dry situations. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural 
Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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[> specimen planted in the wrong place; 
but it was desirable nonetheless. Years 
later I was amazed to find how easily it 
is grown on the chalk soils of the Itchen 
Valley, near Winchester, Hampshire. 
Sprigs of it appear regularly with 
hellebores and snowdrops on the 
‘plants of interest’ table at our local 
horticultural society meetings. 

The daphne I grow the most, in a 
variety of situations, is D. odora 
‘Aureomarginata’. I planted two in our 
previous garden. One a medium-sized 
specimen purchased at considerable 
expense, the other a rooted cutting 
acquired at a Women’s Institute market 
for a couple of pounds. The latter 
thrived and made a substantial shrub, 
while the other faded in a few years. The 
lesson: daphnes hate being confined to a 
pot and they hate disturbance, especially 
later in life. Recently, I saw dozens of 
D. odora ‘Aureomarginata’ being used 
in an amenity planting scheme outside 
offices in Southampton’s city centre. 
This is just not the way to use this 
shrub. It is not suited to mass 
planting or lack of care and will 
never deliver the desired effect. 

I have D. odora Rebecca (= ‘Hewreb’) 
growing in quite a dry spot under a 
large pittosporum outside the study 
window. It grows surrounded by 
Hakonechloa macra ‘Aureola and 
Geranium macrorrhizum. I judged its 
chances of success as minimal, however, 
it is healthy, happy and flowers well. 

The fragrance of D. x transatlantica 
Eternal Fragrance (= ‘Blafra’) is 
sometimes described as disappointing, 
but that has not prevented me from 
planting it. I have yet to be overpowered 
by the scent, but I am impressed by its 
ability to flower for a long time. Any 
small, evergreen shrub that flowers for 
months, rather than weeks has to be 
good news for a small garden. 

Temperamental daphnes, such as 
D. cneorum and D. arbuscula, are 
probably best admired by most of us in 
the alpine house at RHS Wisley, rather 
than seen struggling in our gardens. 
These are plants for the dedicated. When 
you see these incredible little shrubs in 
flower with such powerful fragrance it is 
humbling to see the efforts they make to 
attract pollinating insects. 

For those of us bewitched by the 
magical power of their fragrance, 
daphnes are impossible to resist. They 
may not be the most robust garden 
plants, and they may make you work to 
meet their demands, but your senses 
will convince you they are worth it. 


* Andy's recommendations for daphnes 
continue over the next six pages. 
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Winter flowering 


Daphne odora ‘Aureomarginata’ 

A compact, evergreen shrub with narrow, 
oval, leathery green leaves, finely edged with 
gold. More vigorous than the plain-leaved 
species. Fragrant flowers appear in winter 
and early spring, dark, purple-pink in bud, 
opening paler. 1m. RHS H4, USDA 7a-9b. 


D. bholua ‘Spring Herald’ 

Clusters of deliciously fragrant, creamy- 
white flowers open at the tips of the shoots 
from pale-pink buds in late winter. Bushy 
and rounded in habit, it is semi-evergreen 
and loses foliage in cold weather. 

1.8m. RHS H4, USDA 7a-9b. 
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D. mezereum f. alba 

A deciduous shrub with upright stems and 
small, narrow green leaves. The starry, highly 
fragrant flowers cluster on stems in winter 
before the leaves appear, and are often 
followed by yellowish berries. Needs chalk 
soil to thrive. 90cm. RHS H4, USDA 4a-7b. 


D. bholua ‘Peter Smithers’ 

An evergreen or semi-evergreen shrub. In 
midwinter, clusters of deep, purple-pink buds 
open to paler blooms, which then become 
darker with age. Selected at RHS Wakehurst 
Place from seed Sir Peter Smithers collected 
in Nepal. 1.8m. RHS H4, USDA 7a-9b. 


D. odora Rebecca (= ‘Hewreb’) 

A surprisingly robust form of D. odora with 
green leaves, boldly edged with creamy gold. 
A showy foliage plant it has the bonus of 
fragrant winter flowers. A better garden 
plant than previous cultivars with a similar 
variegation. Im. RHS H4, USDA 7a-9b. 


D. bholua ‘Darjeeling’ 
Asemi-evergreen shrub with tan-coloured 


stems and pointed mid-green leaves. Clusters 


of fragrant, pale-pink flowers, which fade to 
white, appear from early winter. The original 


was raised at RHS Wisley from seed collected 


in Darjeeling. 1.8m. RHS H4, USDA 7a-9b. 
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D. bholua var. glacialis ‘Gurkha’ 

A hardy, deciduous daphne; upright and 
vigorous with flexible tan-coloured stems. 
Clusters of richly scented, purplish-pink 
flowers appear at the tips of the shoots 
from late winter into early spring. 

1.8m. AGM. RHS H4, USDA 7a-9b. 


D. bholua ‘Limpsfield’ 

Rich purple-pink flower edges merge 

into white faces Blooming from midwinter 
and heavily fragrant, it is a good evergreen 
shrub to grow close to the house ina 
sheltered position. 1.8m. RHS H4, 

USDA 7a-9b. 


D. mezereum 

Asmall shrub with deep-purple flowers, 
followed by scarlet berries, on shoots 
produced the previous season. Avoid large, 
imported stock and plant small, seed-raised 
plants if possible. Only grows well on chalk. 
90cm. RHS H4, USDA 4a-7b. 


D. odora ‘Walberton’ 

A sport of D. odora ‘Aureomarginata’ with 
larger flower clusters; pale pink opening 
from red-pink buds and sweetly fragrant. 
The dark-green leaves are edged with 
creamy gold. An excellent evergreen to grow 
in semi-shade. lm. RHS H4, USDA 7a-9b. 


Spring and summer flowering 


D. laureola 
This British native is a small, bushy, evergreen 
shrub, ideal for a shady situation. Its fragrant, 


yellow-green flowers, produced in early spring, 


are partly concealed beneath the glossy, dark- 
green leaves. The flowers are followed by 
black berries. 60cm. RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 


D. caucasica 

Small, deciduous shrub, which blooms from 
late spring well into summer, sometimes 
into autumn. The clusters of white flowers 
are fragrant and often followed by yellow 
fruits. Best grown in dappled shade on 
moist, acid soil. 1.2m. RHS H5, USDA 4a-8b. 


D. acutiloba ‘Fragrant Cloud’ 

A domed shrub with dark-green leaves and 
dark stems. The clusters of relatively large 
white flowers appear at the tips of the 
shoots in mid-spring; the fragrance is 
intoxicating. Red berries often follow the 
flowers. 1.2m. RHS H4, USDA 8a-9b. 


D. pontica 

Asmall, spreading, evergreen shrub that is 
happiest under the light shade of trees and 
tolerant of heavy clay soils. Glossy green 
leaves show off the large clusters of fragrant, 
yellow-green flowers that are produced freely 
in late spring. 60cm. RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 


Daphne x transatlantica Eternal 
Fragrance (= ‘Blafra’) 

A compact, evergreen shrub with small, 
narrow leaves. Clusters of blush flowers 
appear at the tips of the shoots from mid 
spring. A good plant for a sheltered narrow 
border. 60cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 


D. x burkwoodii ‘Astrid’ 

A rounded, bushy shrub with narrow, 
blue-green leaves finely edged with creamy 
yellow. Clusters of fragrant, pink flowers, 
appear from late spring through to 
midsummer. A good shrub for foliage 
interest. 60cm. RHS H4, USDA 5a-8b. 


Daphne x transatlantica Pink 

Fragrance (= ‘Blapink’) 

Similar to Eternal Fragrance, but with pink 
flowers flushed with white. Evergreen and 
compact in habit, it is ideal for a small 
garden and grows on both acid and alkaline 
soils. 60cm. RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 


D. cneorum 

A dwarf shrub with prostrate branches and 
narrow evergreen leaves. The large clusters 
of sweetly fragrant, pink flowers appear in 
mid to late spring. Often tricky to establish, 
it needs a sheltered, open situation on chalk 
soil. 15cm. RHS H5, USDA 4a-9b. 


D. x burkwoodii ‘Lavenirii’ 

Across between D. cneorum and D. caucasica 
that was raised in France in 1920. Has clusters 
of extremely fragrant, pale-pink flowers, 
darker in the centres, from late spring well into 
summer. A spreading shrub, it grows best on 
alkaline soil. 60cm. RHS H4, USDA 5a-8b. 


D. tangutica 

A small, rounded shrub with neat, leathery, 
evergreen leaves. Modest clusters of heavily 
fragrant, white-flushed, purple flowers open 
from purple buds in spring, and often again 
in late summer. Red fruits follow. 

60cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 


How to grow 


* Daphnes can prove difficult to grow 
in some situations. Although hardy 
they dislike exposed sites and are 
happiest with shelter from cold, 
drying winds. They need enough 
direct light to flower well, but hate 
hot, sunny conditions. 

¢ Most are happier on neutral to 
alkaline soils. Some experts 
recommend Daphne bholua for acid 
soils, however, in reality it seems to 
thrive on fertile soil over chalk. The 
ideal is aloam-rich soil with good 
drainage, but sufficient moisture. 

* Most daphnes resent being grown in 
containers, this is also an issue for the 
nurseryman when attempting to 
produce plants for sale. If attempting 
to grow ina pot, choose a loam-based 
growing medium and a large container 
with good drainage. However, the open 
ground is always preferable. 

* Daphnes resent being disturbed, so 
get the planting position right from the 
outset. Unlike other shrubs daphnes 
do not produce a dense, fibrous root 
system that holds together when they 
are lifted. Therefore, once out of the 
pot get them straight into the ground 
and then leave them alone. 

* Pruning is only necessary to 
control shape and size, or to remove 
dead or damaged wood. Prune 
cautiously, immediately after 
flowering, but only if absolutely 
necessary. Hard pruning of some, 
notably Daphne bholua, can result in 
the production of suckers. 

¢ Most daphnes are tricky to 
propagate, however, semi-hardwood 
cuttings taken in summer have a 
chance of success. Rather 
surprisingly Daphne odora is 
relatively easy to root from cuttings. 
It is advisable to root a few as 
replacement plants regularly. 

* Daphnes are not long-lived shrubs 
and often decline in vigour after ten 
years or so in the garden. This is 
often because of a virus in the plant, 
which manifests itself by leaf loss 
and stunted growth. When this 
happens the infected plant should 
be taken out and replaced. 


Good companions 


* The flowers and foliage of most 
daphnes may be attractive, but they 
are rarely outstanding; it’s the scent 
that is the quality to focus on.A 
daphne is not a shrub to feature as a 
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focal point in a sunny border. It will 
not enjoy being baked and is unlikely 
to look its best. However, this is a 
shrub that comes into its own near 
a doorway, path or gate where its 
fragrance can delight all who pass. 

* Daphnes work well between 
deciduous shrubs that will provide 
shelter as well as shade to their 
roots in summer. Light, deciduous 
shrubs, such as Cornus alba ‘Sibirica 
Variegata’ are ideal. This adds 
foliage interest and colourful winter 
stems, so works with both winter- 
and summer-blooming daphnes. 

« The low-growing and winter- 
flowering D. odora Rebecca has 
attractive variegated foliage, but its 
growth is open and can look sparse. 
However, if you underplant it with 
black Ophiopogon planiscapus 
“‘Nigrescens’ and sugar-pink 
Cyclamen coum these will enhance 
both the foliage and the mauve-pink 
blooms of the daphne. 

« The low-growing D. x transatlantica 
is a good choice at the base of a wall 
or fence where the ground is partly 
shaded, and would work well at the 
base of a fragrant evergreen climber, 
such as Trachelospermum 
jasminoides. In midsummer the 


heavily scented flowers. Add a white 
variegated cultivar of Euonymus 
fortunei to complete the picture. 


Where to see 


¢ Brandy Mount House 
Alresford, Hampshire SO24 9EG. 
Tel 01962 732189. 
Open by appointment. Home to 
National Collection of Daphne, 
held by Mr and Mrs Michael Baron. 


Where to buy 


« Junkers Nursery Ltd 
Higher Cobhay, Milverton 
Somerset TA4 INJ. 

Tel 01823 400075, 
junker.co.uk 

+ Larch Cottage Nurseries 
Melkinthorpe, Penrith, 
Cumbria CA10 2DR. 

Tel 01931 712404, 
larchcottage.co.uk 

* Pan-Global Plants 
The Walled Garden, Frampton 
Court, Frampton-on-Severn, 
Gloucestershire GL2 7EX. 
Tel 01452 741641, 
panglobalplants.com 


latter is smothered with jasmine-like, 
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Daphne x napolitana 
A compact, evergreen shrub with large 
terminal clusters of fragrant, purple-pink 


flowers; the colour fades as the flowers age. 


Needs neutral to acid soil in a sheltered 
situation and resents disturbance. 75cm. 
AGM. RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 


Daphne x rollsdorfii ‘Wilhelm Schacht’ 
Bushy and upright in habit with glossy, 
evergreen leaves this small shrub has 
particularly showy clusters of highly 
fragrant, purple-pink flowers in mid-spring. 
Grows on alkaline or acid soil. 

45cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 


Daphne x hendersonii 

A natural hybrid, discovered in Italy and 
introduced by Chris Brickell in 1981, this is 
a dwarf, evergreen shrub of prostrate habit. 


Fragrant, pink flowers open from mid spring 


to early summer, displayed against glossy 
green foliage. 30cm. RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 


Daphne x susannae ‘Cheriton’ 

A slow-growing evergreen shrub forming 

a low mound of shining green leaves, 
grey-green on the undersides. Clusters of 
fragrant, purple-pink flowers are produced 
in late spring and again in late summer. 
45cm. RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 
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Green-leaved ivies offer an 

ie “array of forms and textures, 

_ from the defined and bold, 

__ tothe crimped and frilly. 

_ 1 Hedera helix ‘Duckfoot’ 
Compact and trailing, with 
three-lobed, pale-green leaves 

—that resemble webbed ducks’ 
feet (hence the name). Good 
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is Epecoratv fliage 


for containers and often 


grown as a houseplant: AGM*. 


2 H. hibernica ‘Spetchley’ 
Small, dark-green, lobed 
leaves that turn bronze in 
winter. With compact, 
creeping, congested growth, 
itis perfect.in.containers or 


3 H. helix ‘Lalla Rookh’ 

A compact, trailing ivy, with 
broad, waved, emerald-green 
cut leaves with irregularly 
toothed lobes. Good as 
groundcover or in containers. 
4H. helix ‘Triton’ This bushy 


ivy is best grown as groundeover 
over rocks and low walls. aos or in pots or containers: The 


distinctive, deeply cut, almost 
fan-shaped leaves have sharply 
pointed lobes. 

5 H: helix ‘Anita’ A pretty, 
compact ivy with delicate 
arrow-head leaves resembling 
fleur-de-lys. Its trailing habit. 
makesitidealfor pots orfor 
training over-topiary frames 


tgs 


PLANTING IDEAS 


© 6H. helix ‘Ivalace’ A good rinkled leaves: There is a prominent. Lovely in pots or 10 H. helix ‘Cockle Shell’ 
: groundcover ivy with broad, touch of pink on the underside cascading over low walls. A trailing form, originally 
glossy, deep-green leaves, of the leaves that is more visible 9H. helix ‘Parsley Crested’ discovered in California, 
— Stiffly curled at the edges of at the edge of the waves. Broad, slightly lobed leaves popular for hanging baskets 
_ the lobes. With a dense, 8H. helix ‘Green Ripple’ with finely waved and and window boxes. The 
= compact habit, it responds An attractive, usually trailing crimped margins. Reaching rounded, cupped, almost 
- well to clipping. ivy with emerald-green leaves just 90cm, it is perfect for low lobe-less leaves have” = =" 
. 7H. helix ‘Pink ’n’ Curly’ and pointed lobes. The central» walls and excellent for pale-green veins and bear- 4 


© A bushy plant, with waved, lobes are longer and more groundcover. AGM. ~~. a resemblance to seashells. 


Variegations: cream and yellow 


Cream and yellow-flushed 
and variegated ivies light up 
shady walls and fences and 
contrast with dark, evergreen 
shrubs in pots. 

1H. helix ‘Golden Ingot’ 


_ Aslow-growing climber 
reaching up to 90cm. Soft, 
_ golden-yellow leaves, splashed, 


Faas 
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edged and blotched with lime, 


grey-green and emerald. AGM. 


2 H. helix ‘Jersey Doris’ 

A very slow-growing climbing 
ivy with five-lobed leaves that 
are mostly light cream, finely 
speckled and occasionally 
blotched with green. Good on 
a dark fence or wall. 


3 H. helix ‘Goldfinch’ A tiny ivy 
with delicate, pointed, three- or 
five-lobed leaves of golden- 
green. Perfect for pots, over 
rocks or as groundcover. 

4H. colchica ‘Sulphur Heart’ 
A vigorous climber reaching up 
to 8m. The large, deep-green 
leaves are boldly splashed with 


gold fading to lime. Also good 
as groundcover. AGM. 

5 H. helix ‘Buttercup’ 

A slow-growing climber up 

to 2.5m, and one of the best 
for colour. The young, rich- 
yellow leaves turn lime green 
with age. The colour is 
stronger in full sun. AGM. 


6 H. helix ‘Amber Waves’ 

A compact climber or trailer 
growing to 90cm. The broad, 
almost square leaves are 
yellow-green and overlap 
one another. Good for 
containers and baskets. 

7H. helix ‘Golden Girl’ 

A versatile ivy that grows fast 


for a variegated form. The 
broad, lobed leaves are bright 
golden-yellow on the crimped 
and waved margins. Raised at 
ivy experts Fibrex Nurseries. 

8 H. helix ‘Oro di Bogliasco’ 

A vigorous climber, reaching 
8m. Its neat, dark-green leaves 
are blotched at the centre with 


bright gold, and are carried on 
reddish stems. Cut out any 
reverted plain-green growth. 
9 H. helix ‘Midas Touch’ 

A creeping ivy that rarely 
climbs, perfect for pots and 
containers, indoors or out. 
The triangular, dark-green 
leaves are conspicuously 


PLANTING IDEAS 


mottled with gold and 

lime-green. AGM. 

10 H. helix ‘Luzii’ This 
fast-growing, medium-sized 
climber is popular as a 
houseplant. The pale-green | 
leaves are mottled withdark 
green and sage tones. Cut — ay 
out any reverted shoots. Ee 
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Variegations: green and white 


Green and white or cream 
variegations make uplifting 
backdrops as climbers, and 
enliven shady borders. 

1H. helix ‘Sally’ Ideal for 
lighting up a shady wall, this 
slow-growing climber (to 3m) 
has cream to pale-yellow 
leaves spotted with green. 


2 H. helix ‘Misty’ This compact 
ivy has small leaves with 
pointed, grey-green lobes, 
finely edged with cream. Ideal 
for pots and as a houseplant. 

3 H. helix ‘Heise’ A medium- 
sized climber. The pale- 

and dark-green, three-lobed 
leaves are edged with cream. 


4H. helix ‘Silver King’ A good 
climbing and trailing ivy with 
five-lobed leaves, the central 
lobe longer than the rest. The 
dark leaves are grey-green in 
the centre and edged with 
creamy white. 

5H. helix ‘Chester’ An 
attractive climber, not too 


dense. The broad, triangular 
and dark-green, marbled 
leaves have grey-green centres 
and bright-cream margins. 
6H. helix ‘Ardingly’ A neat, 
trailing ivy with dark stems and 
three-lobed, grey-green leaves 
edged with cream. Attractive in 
pots and as floral decoration. 


7H. helix ‘Glacier’ 

A fast-growing climber, with 
grey-green leaves edged with 
cream. Good as groundcover 
on dry, shady slopes. AGM. 

8 H. algeriensis ‘Gloire de 


Marengo’ A vigorous climber, 


growing up to 4m. The bold, 
triangular, grey-green leaves 


are edged with cream. Great 
ona shady wall. AGM. 

9 H- helix ‘White Ripple’ An 
attractive climbing or trailing 
ivy. Its sharply lobed leaves, 
edged with cream, create a 


feathery effect. Grows to 3m. 


10 H. helix ‘Little Diamond’ 


A dwarf, bushy ivy with small, 


diamond-shaped, grey-green 
leaves edged with cream. 
Goodin pots and indoors. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Most ivies are classified as 
RHS H5, USDA 6a-11, although 
sheltered situations have a 
great influence, and plants 


PLANTING IDEAS 


grown in pots in colder regions 
may need winter protection. 


lvies grown and supplied 

by Fibrex Nurseries, 
Honeybourne Road, Pebworth, 
Warwickshire CV37 8XP. 

Tel 01789 720788, 
fibrex.co.uk 


GOING BACK 
HOVER ROOTS 


Inspired by Darwin's theory on plant intelligence, 
German artist Diana Scherer manipulates the root systems 
of grass to weave patterns of magical beauty 


WORDS ALYS HURN PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 
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nan introductory paragraph on the homepage of her website, German artist Diana 
Scherer references The Power of Movement of Plants, a study by Charles and Francis Darwin into the 
movement of plant roots. She highlights their discovery that plants do not passively grow down but 
move and observe, demonstrating an intelligence that is often overlooked, but it is this intelligence 
that has enabled Diana to create stunning pieces of art made entirely from the roots of plants. 

Her fascination with plant roots began while studying fine art and photography at the Gerrit 
Rietveld Academie in Amsterdam. Diana developed a series of portraits called Nurture Studies, 
revealing the complex structure of roots in vases by photographing each plant with the vessel they 
had grown into, removed. She experimented with more than 100 different plants, from poppies 
and dandelions, to grasses and nettles but it was during this study that she began to connect 
different plant roots to different materials; the grass roots looked like silk, verbena roots like linen 
and daisy roots like wool. Diana became taken with the idea that she could create her own patterns 
using the root system and decided to take her study further. 

With the help of plant biologists at Radboud University in Nijmegen, the Netherlands, Diana 
discovered that by using reusable subterranean plastic templates and the natural energy of the plants, 
she could mould the growing roots. However, exactly how she does this is a well-kept secret. “It’s 
difficult for me not to tell,” she says. “But my colleagues don’t tell their secrets either. ’'m an artist and if 
I tell you everything the mystery will be gone.” Although she likes to maintain the mystery, she will 
reveal that each template is a different pattern, based on basic geometric patterns in nature, such as the 
hexagon of a honeycomb, a favourite of Diana’s because of its simplicity. 

Over time, Diana has developed two techniques. The first is her thick, rug-like pieces, where the soil is 
very much a part of the live design and the second, is the dried, textile-like material, which is considerably 
thinner. This technique requires a little maintenance once the pieces have finished growing to remove the 
soil and prevent the roots from rotting but Diana is happy to leave a little soil on the work to maintain a 


IT MAY SOUND CLICHED TO MAKE A DRESS 
BUTI THINK IT IS ALSO VERY ORGANIC TO 
FOLLOW A BODY WITH THE GROWING ROOTS 


connection to the growing process. “I think the soil gives a special layer to the work,” she says. “There is 
always soil at the back of the pieces but I think it makes it more honest. Soil is quite an important 
medium to me because it is so much a part of the process.” Diana uses grass seed because of its strength 
and its ability to densely fill her templates, and chose a mix of compost and cocoa peat or coir as her 
winning soil combination because she liked the yellow-tinge the peat gives to the roots. 

The textile pieces she developed tempted Diana down the path of sustainability and the potential of 
plants as an alternative material. Diana has always had a keen interest in textile and fashion design. 
Before studying in Amsterdam, she applied to study fashion at Central Saint Martins in London but 
failed to win a place on the coveted course. Years later, she has come full circle and her work in Root 
System Domestication has led her to design a dress. “It was very natural,” she says. “It may sound clichéd 
to make a dress but I think it is also very organic to follow a body with the growing roots.” 

Although the dress is a piece of art, for Diana it is the first step towards creating a material or 
fabric that could be applied in the future, an area of design she is serious about exploring. “Td like to 
think it could be something someone could wear but I need a few more years. I’m not in a rush 
because I enjoy the work so much, it’s such a beautiful way to work.” 

Diana still works closely with Radboud University and in a few weeks, will move from her studio to 
its warm greenhouse where she can grow up to 20 designs at once, and is looking forward to 
experimenting with different plants. “Study, research, doing and producing,” she says. “It’s important.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Look out for Diana’s work at the Fashioned from Nature exhibition at the Victoria & Albert Museum, 
London, which runs from 21 April. Find out more about Diana’s work at dianascherer.nl 


1 Diana inserts two layers of plastic in the 
soil when the seed is sown so when she 
harvests her work, she can cut between 

the sheets to remove the roots. 

2 When Diana exhibits her thick, rug-like 
pieces, they remain fresh for a week 
before starting to dry out. 

3 The soil is an important part 
of the work and keeps the connection 
to the growing process. 

4 Inspired by nature, Diana designs her 
template patterns herself. These are some 
experiments for her pattern design. 

5 The textile-like pieces are cut away very 
carefully from the overturned pieces. 

6 Diana has six or seven templates growing 
at any one time in her studio. 

7 The stunning root-bound dress is a first for 
Diana but she has plans to investigate 
sustainable fashion further. 

8 After experimenting with many 
different types of seed, Diana chose grass 
because of its density and strength. 
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PAUL BARNEY 


The owner of the deliciously surprising Edulis Nursery on his bohemian childhood, 
following in Gerald Durrell’s footsteps and the ferry journey that changed his life 


WORDS JODIE JONES PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


hen Paul Barney’s ship sank he was furious. 

“T felt such rage that my life was about to end 

when I had only just got started.” He was 

travelling home from an Estonian willow 

conference on that night in 1994 when disaster 
struck. The incident killed 852 people, and Paul was moments from 
death himself when he was finally winched to safety from an 
upturned life raft six traumatic hours later. 

The path that brought him to that fateful point was by no 
means straightforward. He had a bohemian upbringing in rural 
Berkshire, surrounded by cats, dogs, chickens and guinea pigs. 
“There was home brew in the bath and a complete disregard for the 
normal rules of family life. We children had a brilliant time.” 

He grew prize-winning vegetables, raced a motorbike around 
the country lanes and, when his father died unexpectedly, dropped 
out of school early. He took a job as a slumpy (the excellent name 
for a concrete technician) for the cash 
and the company car but found it 
“stultifyingly boring” so jacked it in and, 
at the age of 19, drove coast to coast 


India and seven consecutive trips to Corfu, which he first discovered 
through the books of Gerald Durrell. Wherever he travelled, he was 
as fascinated by the people as the plants. “I always love to visit the 
markets and see what people are selling to eat. Looking back, I was 
putting a set of strings on my bow.” 

These came together in 1990 when he enrolled on the Masters 
course in Landscape Architecture at Sheffield University. “Today 
Sheffield is a very forward-thinking department, but back then it 
was quite different. Our year was a great group, socially and 
academically, and we shook that place to pieces. We were driven 
by the idea of sustainability and helped set the department in a 
direction that has led to where it is today.” 

He completed his Masters in 1992 and returned to the family 
garden in Berkshire once more. “I set up Paul Barney Landscapes, to 
earn cash laying patios and stuff. But I also set up Edulis Nursery, to 
provide plants for permaculture. The problem was that no one into 
permaculture ever bought plants — they 
just traded between themselves.” It took 
almost 15 years for the nursery to become 
financially viable, but Paul never 


across northern America. This epic road I LOVE THE contemplated selling mainstream 
trip through extraordinary scenery CAMARADERIE AT ornamentals. “I want to grow what I want 
ignited a fascination with geology and to grow, even if it doesn’t sell.” 
began his lifelong love of travel. “It’s the SHOWS, BUT I REALLY Gradually the world caught up with 
best way I know to get the headspace to MISS ENJOYING SPRING. him, and Edulis now has an unrivalled 
clear your vision.” FOR A NURSERYMAN IT reputation for its portfolio of rare plants 
Back in England, he got a place to and esoteric edibles, many collected by 
read Biology and Geology at Oxford ISTHE MOST STRESSFUL Paul on his travels. He famously sold Mark 
Polytechnic. “Once ?d made my mind TIME OF YEAR Diacono some of his first Szechuan 


up I was determined. I might have 

looked like I partied all the time, but I 

knew how to focus on my studies when 

I needed to.” He completed the degree with flying colours then 
started but chose not to complete further degrees in soil science and 
environmental biology, each time disillusioned by academic 
supervisors who did not share his ecological principles. 

Permaculture pioneer Bill Mollison, and Lawrence Hills, who 
championed organic growing, were his heroes. He became a trustee 
of the Soil Association, and by the early 1980s was volunteering at 
the Centre for Alternative Technology in Wales. “At that time CAT 
was a melting pot of amazing characters with all sorts of artisan 
skills who helped me develop artistically.” Inspired to put his ideas 
about sustainable horticulture into practice and create local 
employment, he secured a government grant to set up a landscaping 
firm, with commissions including a forest garden for the general 
director of the Glyndebourne opera. 

Through these years of self-discovery, he returned intermittently 
to garden at his family home in Berkshire, did a lot of yoga and 
volunteered for CND. He also travelled extensively, from olive 
picking in the Northern Peloponnese to an epic adventure around 
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peppers, caused a stir at Chelsea in 2012 

with his stunning display in the Great 

Pavilion, and is a regular on the rare-plant 
fair circuit. “I don’t know how much longer I will carry on though,” 
says Paul. “I love the camaraderie at the shows, but I feel uneasy 
trailing the motorways burning diesel and I really miss enjoying 
spring. For a nurseryman it is the most stressful time of year. ’d love 
to spend those months travelling slowly from southern Europe up 
to Scandinavia. And I have the urge finally to create a great garden 
of my own.” After the shipwreck, Paul was determined that it 
wouldn’t be the defining experience of his life. “But it made me 
realise the importance of living your dreams. The idea of a garden is 
there in my mind so, although it may mean leaving Berkshire and 
the nursery, one day it will have to be done.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Edulis Nursery, The Walled Garden, Tidmarsh Lane, Pangbourne, 
Berkshire RG8 8HT. Tel 01635 578113, edulis.co.uk 


NEXT MONTH Garden designer and TV presenter Nick Bailey. 
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GARDENS 
OF HOPE 


Far from being temporary, refugee camps can provide 
accommodation for displaced people for many years. 
Gardens bring stability, beauty and dignity 


WORDS CAROLINE BECK 


f proof were needed that gardening is 
much more than just labour, then the 
stories emerging from a remote area of 
northern Iraq make a powerful case. 
Domiz is a windswept refugee camp in 
the plains of Kurdistan. Intermittent water and 
electricity supplies to more than 5,000 shelters 
provide a home, of sorts, to around 26,000 
refugees many of them women and children, 
most forced out of neighbouring Syria by the 
brutal seven-year civil war. But for the past two 
years Domiz has been the seedbed of a small 
but important project to create gardens among 
the makeshift houses, tended by people who 
have lost almost everything. It’s co-ordinated 
and developed by the Lemon Tree Trust, a 
Uk-based Community Interest Company (CIC) 
that began working in the camp in 2015 after 
seeing people creating their own patches of 
garden among the ugly sprawl of concrete, steel 
and flapping tarpaulins. It began in the simplest 
way possible, a modest competition to celebrate 
Domiz’s best garden, and has developed into a 
lifeline providing food, work and hope for 
hundreds of migrant families. 
One of the people behind the Trust is 
Dr Mikey Tomkins, an artist and urban 
food specialist, whose 2014 PhD in urban 
agriculture entitled “Making Space for 
Food’ led him to map empty spaces in 
cities including London and Newcastle that 
could be used for growing food. “Growing 
nutritious crops requires little investment 
and can be done on even the smallest plots 
of land with even limited growing periods. It 
also can draw from traditional knowledge, 
skills, local resources and seeds and provides 
an opportunity to recover and reuse organic 
solid waste and waste water,” he explains. His 


research in the UK lead him to a collaborative 
project with the Hunt Institute for 
Engineering & Humanity, a humanitarian 
group based in Dallas, establishing 
community gardens in disadvantaged areas 
helping refugees to grow their own food. He 
saw first-hand how urban agriculture gave 
people with almost nothing an investment in 
their future. Meanwhile at Coventry 
University, another academic, Dr Andrew 
Adam-Bradford, was also exploring how 
urban agriculture could help support forced 
migrants. “He had extensive experience in 
refugee camps,” says Dr Tomkins. “And knew 
that the Kurdish government were open to 
discussions so he suggested to me that we 
should visit Domiz Refugee Camp.” 

The camp was established in 2012 in the 
wake of the vast humanitarian refugee crisis in 
Syria. By 2015 small gardens had sprung up 
around many shelters growing flowers, fruit, 
vegetables and herbs, often the only link people 
had with their homeland. Many come from a 
farming background, and because fresh food 
in the camp is very expensive, some began to 
establish small growing areas to become 
self-sufficient. “Refugees are only allowed to 
earn $20 a day in cash-for-work aid 
programmes so the economy of the camp isn’t 
skewed, but this often leads to systematic 
poverty,” says Dr Tomkins, who recognised 
a practical and emotional need for gardens. In 
2015, the Trust distributed 500 lemon trees to 
migrants, followed the next year by a garden 
competition in the camp, which has become an 
annual event attracting hundreds of entries. In 
2017 work began on the Azadi (or Liberation) 
Garden in a unused area of the camp, a place 
that now resembles a community allotment [> 


Left At the centre of the camp is a fenced-off communal area that the refugees have named the Azadi (Liberation) 
Garden. The whole community came together in 2017 to build raised beds for the area, with each family allocated 
a bed for their own use. Many have also created gardens of their own, growing everything from fragrant roses to 
onions and fresh herbs, or one of the 500 lemon trees distributed in 2015. 
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YOU TRY TO REMEMBER 
SOMETHING FROM YOUR LIFE 
IN SYRIA... THE SAME PLANTS 
AND FLOWERS... SO YOU FEEL 
AT HOME AND COMFORTABLE 


[> with raised beds, polytunnels, a small 
nursery and a borehole for water. With so much 
unemployment and so many skills the work 
was all able to be carried out by the refugees. 
One worker, a woman called Aveen, speaks of 
the number of very traumatised women and 
children who live in the camp who need help 
and support. “In the garden we've built a 
special section for them so they can benefit 
from plants, vegetables and flowers and either 
sell the surplus or share them with neighbours. 
It helps strengthen community ties.” 

Their experiences are both hauntingly 
personal and recognisably universal. Khaled, 
aged 44, recalls arriving in Domiz. “We were 
hugely surprised when we arrived in the camp. 
It was like being given an electric shock. There 
was no tent for us. Some days all we had to eat 
were crackers and biscuits. Then I decided Pm 
going to create something beautiful here.” In 
his small, breeze-block compound he planted 
scented pelargoniums, lemon verbena, roses 
and herbs in anything he could use as a 
container. “The camp is closed like a shell, 
but in my garden I feel like ’'m in my 
kingdom. And when I’ve finished gardening 
I feel like I have the world in my hand.” 

Others say the gardens clean the air 
(important when the sewers are often open and 
the rubbish collections intermittent) and the 
sight of fresh, green growth in the barren camp 
gives people hope. One woman, who lost her 
husband during the civil war, created her 
flower-filled garden with her 11-year-old 
daughter. The honeysuckle around her door 
perfumes the air for her neighbours in the 
evening, and she shares the mint and lettuce 
she grows there, as well as opening up the 
compound gate so others can see its beauty. 
“Tt’s my life,” she says simply. 

In 2011 Avine Ismail was living with her 
husband and three young children in 
Damascus, a neighbourhood abundant with 


fruit, vegetables and flowers. Following the 
demonstrations for freedom, the Syrian army 
began attacking civilians, so Avine and her 
family fled for their lives to Iraq, eventually 
ending up in Domiz. With her husband away 
fighting in the Kurdish military forces, and her 
youngest daughter suffering from a severe heart 
complaint, growing flowers and food 

has helped her cope by giving her a positive 
memory of city to which she can never return. 
“In this camp, being so far away, you try to 
remember something from your life in Syria. 
You try to find the same seeds of plants and 
flowers... so you feel at home and comfortable 
for a while.” The words ‘hope’ and ‘beauty’ 
come up so often, it’s evident that these modest 
gardens provide a sanctuary unavailable 
anywhere else in their lives. 

The Lemon Tree Trust is now extending its 
work to providing Crisis Response Garden Kits, 
ranging in size from a family garden to a large 
community project, providing seeds and tools 
so that newly arrived refugees can start growing 
food immediately. To date 1,200 kits have been 
designed and assembled in Domiz by a workers’ 
co-operative made up of refugees, with funding 
from cosmetics company LUSH and 
distributed by an Iraqi NGO, Mercy Hands. 

The last word goes to Nohad Kalash, aged 
36, who with his wife and five young children 
has created a garden of touching beauty. “When 
we arrived in the camp it was cold and snowing. 
The children were crying from the cold. We 
had nothing. I grew up surrounded by green. 
Without green the world is meaningless. 
Where there’s green, there’s happiness.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

The Lemon Tree Trust is sponsoring a garden at 
this year’s RHS Chelsea Flower Show designed 

by Tom Massey. For details on the Trust and its 

partner organisations visit lemontreetrust.org 


Right Throughout the camp residents have created individual gardens using any spare land or containers they can 
lay their hands on. The Trust is also now employing a workers’ co-operative (Second from bottom right) based in the 
camp to design and assemble Crisis Response Garden Kits containing tools and seeds to help newly arrived refugee 
families. For Khaled (bottom right), spending time in his garden lets him feel “like I’m in my kingdom”. 
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KNOW YOUR TREES 


Part 4 Parks and grand gardens 


Lia Leendertz concludes our four-part series with a look at some of the 
largest and most stately trees to grace our parks and country estates 


WORDS LIA LEENDERTZ PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 
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Castanea sativa sweet chestnut 
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Sweet chestnuts feel like native trees, but this is perhaps because they have been in the 
UK for so long. In fact they are native to southern Europe and Asia Minor, but were 
brought here by the Romans, who planted them across the empire. Sweet chestnut is 
loved for its edible nuts, collected as they fall in autumn and delicious roasted. In parts 
of the Mediterranean such as Corsica where it is mountainous and impossible to grow 
wheat, sweet chestnuts are grown in vast numbers and the nuts ground down to make 
flour, which has become a staple in the local diet. In the UK the tree is found in 
woodlands and parkland, and is particularly common in the southeast of England, 
where it was once grown in large numbers and coppiced for poles and for charcoal 
production. Sweet chestnuts can live for up to 700 years. 


1 Bark 

The young bark is greyish-purple 
and scored with vertical cracks. 
As the tree ages, these develop 
into fissures that appear to spiral 
around the trunk. 


2 Leaves 

The leaves are long (up to 20cm 
when mature), dark green and 
serrated. They have a prominent 


fold at the midrib and veins 
running parallel to each other. 


3 Nutcases/nuts 

Around October, the edible nuts 
fall to the ground in green cases 
covered in long, bendy spines. 
The casings are distinct from 
those covering the horse 
chestnut’s conkers, which have 
short, hard spines. 


4 Flowers/catkins 

Sweet chestnut trees produce 
both male and female flowers. 

In June or July, long yellow male 
catkins appear, with green rosette- 
like fernale flowers at their base. 


5 Silhouette 

Sweet chestnuts grow to around 
35m in height, and have a broad, 
rounded crown. 
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Juglans regia walnut 


Despite originating in the area from southeast Europe to southwest China, Juglans regia 
is known as the common walnut in Britain, and the English walnut in the USA. 

We have no real claim to it other than it having grown here for a very long time. No one 
is exactly sure how and when it arrived, although it was almost certainly before or during 
Roman times. It is a broad and handsome tree and bears its big, creamy, bitter nuts well 


in British conditions, although they have traditionally been picked green and pickled as A 
well as eaten mature. Other plants will not grow beneath walnuts, because their Vi 
fallen leaves and debris contain juglone, a naturally occurring herbicide. Walnuts grow 4 


particularly well in deep, fertile soil and in areas with shorter winters. The wood of the 
walnut tree is extremely beautiful; with its creamy sap wood, dark heartwood and 
intricate wavy grain, it is much coveted by woodworkers. 


1 Bark along the leaf stalk, with a single 4 Winter twig 
Young walnut trees have smooth, _ leaf at the end of the stalk. Twigs have horseshoe-shaped leaf 
greenish-brown bark. As the tree scars where the leaves have fallen. 
ages, the bark develops fissures 3 Nuts Cut a twig open and it has a 
and turns a silvery grey colour. Green walnut cases can be spongy pith. 

seen on the tree from midsummer, 
2 Leaves and can be picked as green 5 Silhouette 
Each leaf has between five and walnuts for pickling in July. Walnuts form a short trunk and a 
nine leaflets. They are shiny The nuts ripen and turn broad crown when growing in full 
and dark green, and are paired woody around October. sun and can reach around 35m. 
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Platanus x hispanica London plane 


If you live in a city, and particularly in London, the London plane is likely to be the tree 
you see most often. It is thought to be a hybrid of Platanus orientalis, the oriental plane, 
and Platanus occidentalis, the American plane, their seedling discovered in Vauxhall by 
John Tradescant the younger in the mid 17th century. It has been estimated that the 
London plane accounts for around half of all the trees in London, and this is partly 
because it is so happy in urban conditions. Its beautiful bark shrugs off plates all year 
round, and with it any pollution and deposits that have built up; it requires little root 
space; and it is very malleable and happy to be pruned, as witnessed in European cities 
where it is also used in great number but often trained as a shade tree or down the 
centres of avenues. Trees can live to be hundreds of years old. There is a fine specimen at 
Bishop’s Palace in Ely, planted in the 17th century. 


1 Bark they produce lots of irritating short 4 Seed balls 
The bark has a distinctive hairs called trichome fibres (the Perfectly round seed balls hang 
camouflage pattern, with plates of cause of the infamous ‘Chelsea from the tree in bunches, 
brown, grey, mustard yellow and cough’ at the flower show in May). | becoming particularly visible in 
olive green that flake away to reveal winter after the leaves drop. 
new colours as the tree grows. 3 Bud arrangement 

The buds are arranged alternately 5 Silhouette 
2 Leaves along the stem. In winter they are _ Tall, with a long, straight trunk 
Leaves are simple and maple-like. | smooth, shiny and cone-shaped, and rounded crown. Planes are 
When they are forming in spring and may have a red sheen. often pollarded in cities. 
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Aesculus hippocastanum horse chestnut 


Horse chestnuts originate in a small area of southeast Europe, but have long been 
planted in the UK as ornamental trees in parks, large gardens and on village greens, 
because of their attractive, large, palm-shaped leaves and beautiful displays of pink and 
white, candle-like flowers in spring. In autumn, of course, they also produce conkers, 
non-edible nuts that are nonetheless well loved for their potential to be hung on strings, 
turned into shiny, brown weapons and sent into battle against other conkers. They are 
big and handsome trees with a spreading habit, but unfortunately in recent years horse 
chestnuts have been attacked by the leaf-mining moth Cameraria ohridella, and from 
July onwards dry crispy patches start to appear on the leaves, which turn dead looking 
long before autumn. This threatens their existence as ornamental trees, and we may sadly 
be seeing fewer of them as the years go by. 


1Bark leaflets, each narrow at the base 4 Flower 
The bark is smooth and and becoming broad and rounded __ Big, dramatic, pink and white 
pinkish-grey when the tree is towards the tip. ‘candles’ of flowers are produced 
young. As the tree ages, the bark all over the tree in May. 
becomes greyish-green and more 3 Winter bud 
scaly, with large, smooth flakes. Buds are arranged in pairs down 5 Silhouette 

the stem, with each pair set at an Grows up to 39m with a domed 
2 Leaf angle of 90 degrees to the previous crown. On older trees, the lower 
Leaves are large and palm-shaped _ pair. Look for horseshoe-shaped branches often sweep down and 
with between five and seven leaf scars, complete with nail holes. curl upwards at the tips. 
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Tilia x europaea lime 

If you park your car below a tree and return to find it sticky, you have found a lime. The 
stickiness is excess sap secreted by the many aphids that feast on the leaves but despite 
this obvious drawback, it is widely planted as a street tree, perhaps because it is easy to 
propagate and tolerant of pruning: as with London planes it is often pollarded to keep it 
to size and prevent it from bothering double decker buses. It is also widely found in 
parks and large gardens, growing unrestricted. Lime is one of the tallest broad-leaved 
trees you will see in the UK, with bright-green leaves and covered in sweet-scented 
flowers that attract hundreds of bees in July. Common lime is a naturally occurring 
hybrid between small-leaved lime Tilia cordata, and large-leaved lime Tilia platyphyllos 
and it occurs in the wild wherever both trees grow. Limes are also known as lindens, a 
name often reflected in street names. 


1 Bark shape. On the back there are tufts 4 Fruits 

The young twigs are reddish-brown _ of hairs in the leaf axils. Once the flowers have been 
and hairy towards the ends, with pollinated they turn into round, 
reddish-brown buds in winter.On 3 Flowers pale-green, one-seeded fruits. 
mature trees the bark is grey with Flowers are attached toa 


dark grey fissures. light-green, leaf-like bract. They 5 Silhouette 

hang in bunches and have five A tall and columnar tree, often with 
2 Leaves yellowish-white petals with long amass of burrs and brushwood 
The leaves are mid-green, supple — stamens. The blossom can be emerging from low down on the 
and delicate with a lop-sided heart used to make a herbal tea. trunk. Grows up to 50m in height. 
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Acer pseudoplatanus 
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sycamore 


Sycamores are perhaps the least loved of our big trees. They produce a great many seeds, 
which germinate readily and grow quickly, and their heavy leaf fall smothers plants 
growing below. For these reasons, they are often regarded as weeds, and are chopped 
down or rooted out. In spring, the sycamore has attractive reddish foliage that emerges 
from bright-red buds, but unfortunately it does not share the vibrant autumn colouring 
of other members of the acer family. The foliage is also often marred in summer by tar 
spot, Rhytisma acerinum, which covers the leaves in black blotches but appears to do 
nothing to slow the tree’s extreme vigour. On the plus side, sycamore — which originated 
in southern Europe and has been grown in the UK since the 1500s and naturalised here 
since the 1800s — is very tolerant of sea spray, and can grow well in coastal situations 
where few other broad-leaved trees will thrive. 


1Bark 
The bark of the sycamore is a 
lovely, smooth pinkish-grey when 


the tree is young. As the tree ages, 


it develops into shaggy plates in 
shades of pink, brown and grey. 


2 Leaves 


The palm-shaped leaves have five 
lobes. The surface of the leaves is 
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often marked by tar spot, or 
pitted with the bright-red galls of 
the sycamore gall mite Eriophyes 
macrorhynchus, although these 
hard, raised structures often do 
not cause serious damage. 


3&4 Keys 
The winged seeds are borne in 
pairs and called keys or double 


samaras. They are bright green at 
first, turning woody and brown by 
autumn, when they flutter to the 
ground in a helicopter motion. 


5 Silhouette 

Tall with upwards-reaching limbs 
and a broad, rounded crown. The 
sycamore grows to about 35m and 
can live to around 400 years. 


LIAM McAULEY 
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Garden Antiques 


www.jsgardens.co.uk 
01905 381679 / 07930 576881 
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Made in Great Britain 
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We take pride in our heritage, we are a"\ 
wholly British owned company which \\C 
for over 50 years has specialised in the 
design and manufacture of precision 
petrol and electric cylinder lawn 
mowers for the creation of beautiful 
ornamental lawns. 

For further information including the latest Lithium ion battery 
powered Liberty Range 


Visit www.allett.co.uk or call 01889 271503 


‘Prosperity’ 


Finest Quality RoSes. Free Illustrated Catalogue 
Please quote G18'when placing an order or requesting a catalogue 


www.classicroses.co.uk 01953 454707 


MEADOW SEEDS 
AND TURE 


Spring is the time to think about 
adding a splash of colour to your 
garden or land. The easiest way to 
achieve high impact, quick results 
is with an annual meadow. We have 
something for everyone with 11 


varieties to choose from. 


Our website contains all the 
information you need to start your 
own meadow however we also 
offer a full service, including 
creation and maintenance. 


Call 01142677635 or visit 


www.pictorialmeadows.co.uk 


[©] [y] Le] Le] 


Use code G|2018 for free delivery 


The moment Cornish Magnolias flower, spring has arrived in England 


The Nare is considered by many to be Cornwall’s most comfortable hotel and is the ideal location from which to 
visit Cornwall’s Great Gardens, particularly in February and March when the early Magnolias are in full bloom. 
The Nare founded the Cornwall Spring Story to show that spring really does come to Cornwall first. The earliest 
spring has been declared in Cornwall was the 10th February. When will it be this year? Follow the progress of the 
magnificent Magnolia campbellii on Twitter @Gr8Gardens or at www.narehotel.co.uk/springstory. 


Veryan-in-Roseland Near St Mawes Cornwall SPpieNare 
stay@narehotel.co.uk www.narehotel.co.uk 


Tel 01872 50 11 11 The country house hotel by the sea 
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Cover up 


Innovative green cladding on 

a Singapore hotel has won 
architecture firm WOHA one of 
the Urban Land Institute's 2017-18 
Global Awards for Excellence. The 
main facade of the 27-storey 
Oasia Hotel Downtown is lined 
with greenery entwined around 
vertical grid panels in five shades 
of red. The greenery is enhanced 
by the 30m-tall Sky Terrace cut 
three-dimensionally into the 
building like a huge window, 
providing natural ventilation as 
well as habitats for birds and 
insects. The building is also 
capped with a rooftop garden. 
oasiahotels.com 


93 


CARBON GOLD’ 


GRO 
CHAR 


PREPARATION 


For strong seedlings, sow now in our peat-free enriched 
biochar seed compost. Fine textured and blended with 
mycorrhizal fungi, it's perfect for propagation. 


WWW. CARBONGOLD.COM 
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Readyhedge is the home of the highest quality instant 
hedging and screening. All our hedging plants are 
irrigated, fed and trimmed regularly in the field or in 
the container, and before despatch all plants are 

a inspected and cleared of any imperfections by hand. 


01386 750585 
lindsay@readyhedge.com 
www.readyhedge.com 


§ READYHEDGE 


a SPACED, READY TO PLANT, READY WHEN YOU ARE. 


DESIGN 


NEWS 
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PARK AWARD 

The UK's first floating pocket park, 
made from linked pontoons, has 
won the Special Award for Design 
and Build and the Principal Award 
for Community and Schools 
Development in the 2017 BALI 
National Landscape Awards. The 
park at Merchant Square in 
London's Paddington Basin was 
devised and installed by Garden 
Club, London, and has already 
become a popular outdoor space for 
the local community, as well as for 
office workers and tourists. The park 
features decked areas, open lawn 
areas, communal seating and 
densely planted, nectar-rich mixed 
raised borders. baliawards.co.uk 


@ LISTED GARDEN 

Turn End Garden in Haddenham, 
Buckinghamshire, the private garden 
of architect Peter Aldington, has been 
given Grade II listed status by Historic 
England. Although less than an acre 
in size, the garden is rich in 
unexpected angles and vistas and 
has been designed to create the 
illusion of a bigger space. The house, 
one of a cluster of three RIBA award- 
winning houses designed by the 
architect, is Grade II* listed making it 
one of only two post war examples 
where both house and garden are 
listed. It opens to the public, 28-29 
April, 2om-5pm, and Aldington will be 
talking about the integration of 
building and garden design at the 
house on 26 April. turnend.org.uk 


@) GREEN MAP 

Anew map revealing all of London's 
3,000 parks and other green spaces 
has given a boost to the campaign 
to make London the world's first 
National Park City. Created by Urban 
Good CIC, the map shows the 
capital's parks, woodlands, playing 
fields, nature reserves, city farms, 
rivers, canals, private gardens and all 
spaces that contribute to London's 
parkland, and reveals that contrary 
to most people’s assumptions 
almost half of London is either green 
or blue. The National Park City 
campaign aims to increase this 
percentage and hopes to connect 

all children living in the capital to 
nature. nationalparkcity.org, 
urbangood.org 


@ HOSPITAL 

DESIGN AWARD 

Green spaces designed by 
landscape architecture practice 
Gillespies for the Inpatient Ward 
Block at Belfast's Ulster Hospital 
have helped the redevelopment 
project win Best External 
Environment at the 2017 Building 
Better Healthcare Awards. Gillespies 
designed the internal courtyards and 
outdoor spaces, including roof 
terraces, creating strong linear 
planting designs in a range of 
heights, textures and colours, for 

the areas close to the buildings. 
Towards the site's boundary the 
predominantly native planting 
becomes more informal in character. 
buildingbetterhealthcare.co.uk 


95 


@HIGH AND MIGHTY 


A fine example of pleaching 
(interleaving branches) or, in simple 
terms, a hedge ona stick. These are 
limes, but the technique also works 
well with crab apples, hornbeams, 
beech and Quercus ilex. Hedges like 
these require a bit of help at the 
beginning, and annual pruning 
thereafter, but they are invaluable 
where you need a higher boundary. 
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DESIGN 


HEDGES 


Domestic hedges are more than just dividing lines; they can be ornamental in their own right. 
James Alexander-Sinclair considers the options, depending on your taste and situation 


WORDS JAMES ALEXANDER-SINCLAIR 


here would our gardens be without 
hedges? They are our boundaries, 
our walls, our dividing screens, 
our guardians, our supports 
and our skeletons. In spring 
they burst into fresh clean growth, in summer they 
shelter nesting birds and provide a solid background 
for our borders, and in winter they carry the snow 
and give architecture to our frosted gardens. To 


Next is the repent at leisure hedge, notably the 
Leyland cypress, which has been planted in countless 
gardens by well-intentioned people whose only wish 
is to block out the neighbours. They are innocents in 
a world of horticultural depravity, because before 
long their cute little hedge is a towering, soil-sucking 
monster — almost never a good idea. Laurel is fine 
provided it has enough space to sprawl: if it doesn’t 
(and I speak from experience), you have a lot of 


answer my own question, therefore, we would be James chopping ahead of you. 
up the creek and in the soup. Alexander Slnclale Finally, the wildcards: shrubs that don’t mind 
: ‘ ‘ is agarden designer, ‘ c 
The history of the hedge is one of protection rather writer, broadcaster having hedginess (or hedgemony) thrust upon them. 
than ornamentation, beginning when man evolved and founder of Many roses (especially the rugosas) make excellent 


enough to keep animals. It was generally considered 
a bad idea to have your sheep/goats/cattle/horses/ 
children wandering off unchallenged, so the field 
boundary hedge was invented. Initially, it was formed 
from thorny branches cut from nearby trees, but in 
time this evolved into a living hedge that could be laid to make 
a barrier through which even the most devious sheep could not 
escape. This idea was eventually extended from the field to the 
domestic garden. I have done a little survey of the hedges I have 
seen in various gardens over the past few weeks, and there are 
many different types. To make things simpler, I have divided 
them up into various categories. 

First, the agricultural hedge: this includes hawthorn, 
blackthorn, wild rose, dogwoods and such like. These make for 
a beefy hedge that’s fine for a field edge or large space, but a bad 
idea in a small garden. Field hedges are normally 60 per cent 
hawthorn and 40 per cent other species, but if you reverse the 
proportions and include more decorative plants among the 
thorn, it makes for a much prettier variation. You could also add 
some raspberries or a couple of climbers to make it even more 
exciting, but it will still be unsuitable for a smaller garden. 

In the white tie and tails category are the formal hedges and, 
of these, the very best is yew (Taxus baccata), a rich, dark green 
that is relatively simple to clip and a fabulous foil to pretty much 
any plant of any colour. People worry that it is very slow growing, 
but, to be frank, this is tosh as it will have presence and heft 
within five or six years. Box, once ubiquitous, has fallen out of 
favour since the appearance of box blight and box caterpillar, and 
none of the alternatives is quite as good — it’s like being fobbed 
off with Angel Delight when what you really wanted was a fine 
creme brulée. Beech is another good one — or hornbeam if your 
ground is wet over winter. Privet, the suburban stalwart, also 
scrubs up well, and its flowers smell great. Its problem is one of 
over-eagerness in that it grows all the time and needs about three 
or four cuts a year. Oh, and holly — don’t forget the holly. 


into-gardens.com. 

He has served on 
the RHS Council for 
the past five years. 


hedges. Viburnum tinus is also good, and bamboos if 
you want something upright and rustly. I made an 
excellent hedge out of Miscanthus, which swoops and 
waves in the breeze, although it’s pretty ineffectual in 
the winter. Osmanthus is evergreen and scented, 
Berberis is colourful and usefully spiny, and both Escallonia and 
Griselinia are effective in coastal gardens. Photinia is all right 

if you like ugly plants, lavender good if you need something low 
and scented — although in that situation I would always plump 
for rosemary, as it is less of a cliché. 

No matter what your personal taste or size of garden, 
everybody’s life is happier with a hedge. Apart from anything 
else, hedge clipping is one of the best jobs there is — it combines 
patience, precision, very sharp tools and healthy exercise. The 
effect is pretty immediate and my goodness it looks good. 


NEXT MONTH The humble parking space. 


HEDGING EXAMPLES TO VISIT 

Not many people visit gardens just to look at hedges, but it can be worth 
checking out the opposition. For eccentricity, there's Rockingham Castle's 
elephant hedge (rockinghamcastle.com), and for sheer scale you can't beat the 
monumental 14m-high yews at Powis Castle (nationaltrust.org.uk/powis- 
castle-and-garden). Chatsworth House has a magnificent serpentine beech 
hedge that weaves its way up the hill (chatsworth.org/garden). The Grade 
\I-listed hedged gardens of Hill Close, Warwick, maintained by volunteers, 
show how merchants in the town used to live (hillclosegardens.com). All of the 
RHS Gardens have a good range of hedges. RHS Wisley even has a garden 
dedicated to alternatives to the blight-troubled box hedging (rhs.org.uk). 


If you'd rather not leave the comfort of your own home, there's plenty of 
hedge-based reading to be found, including the following: 

Hedge Britannia: A Curious History of a British Obsession by Hugh Barker 
(Bloomsbury, 2013). 

A Natural History of the Hedgerow: And Ditches, Dykes and 

Dry Stone Walls by John Wright (Profile, 2017). 

The Brambly Hedge Complete Collection by Jill Barklem (Harper Collins, 
2015) — not much to do with gardens, but nonetheless utterly charming. 
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5 CHARLES HAWES / GAP PHOTOS 


@HEDGE ON THE 


OCEAN WAVES 


Not all hedges have to be straight 
and rectangular: they can follow 
any direction you fancy. This 

one is at Le Jardin Plume in 
Normandy and looks like sharks 
chasing each other through a 
troubled sea. | think. 


@OUTDOOR 


WALL HANGING 
This is a tapestry hedge, so 


called because it uses a mixture 
of green and copper beech 
planted together. It is very 
striking, but you need to choose 
your position carefully with this 
design as it doesn't really work in 
rural gardens and is distracting 
as a background to borders. 


@PLIANCY AND 


PRUNING 


This is a doddle to grow — pusha 
few willow cuttings into the 
ground and within a couple of 
years you will have a malleable 
hedge. You can grow screens, 
igloos, enclosures or whatever 
shape you like. Health warning: it 
will need frequent pruning or you 
will end up with a serious thicket. 


@A HEDGE FOR 
ALL OCCASIONS 


Three hedges in one — informal 
Rosa rugosa in the foreground, 
formal battlemented yew behind, 
and finally some elegant 
pleached limes along the church 
boundary. The rose hedge 

is particularly good, as it is 
burglar-proof, flowery and has 
hips like a samba dancer. 
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° FRUIT CAGES 
° RAISED BEDS & PLANTERS 
° ARCHES » PERGOLAS 
° OBELISKS & SUPPORTS 
° PLUS MORE 


BESPOKE DESIGN SERVICES AVAILABLE 


IO%OFF fneiF 
(@) ETADGL1 
CALL 0333 400 1500 (local rate) 
VISIT www.harrochorticultural.com 


CICERONI 


TRAVEL 


CULTURAL TOURS, 
PRIVATE VIEWS & STUDY DAYS 


Our visits are led by experts whose passion and authority 
on their subjects are equal to their sense of hospitality, 
attention to detail and above all, their sense of fun. 


SPRING IN GALICIA: 
CAMELLIAS & CAMINOS 
15-21 MARCH 2018 WITH MANUEL RUZO 


HORTICULTURAL HEAVEN: 
VILLAS & GARDENS OF THE ITALIAN LAKES 
28 APRIL-4 MAY 2018 WITH SYLVIA RICHARDS 


THE HARP & THE CROWN: 
GEORGIAN DUBLIN & ITS HINTERLAND 
3-8 JUNE 2018 WITH TOM DUNCAN 


A FEAST OF ORNAMENT: 
THE GARDENS OF THE DORDOGNE 
5-10 JUNE 2018 WITH CAROLINE HOLMES 


ALPINE PASTURES: 
TRENTINO-ALTO ADIGE 
30 AUGUST- 5 SEPTEMBER 2018 WITH TOM DUNCAN 


Bisuschio, Villa lacie Mozzoni 


To request a brochure please call, email or visit our website: 
+44 (0) 1869 811167 | INFO@CICERONI.CO.UK 
WWW.CICERONI.CO.UK 
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Secateurs 


Sharp designs to keep the garden in shape 


i 
3 
x 
REVERSE DESIGN FOR SMALLER HANDS FOR THICKER STEMS 
Left Handed Bypass Secateurs, Micro Secateur, Professional Bypass Secateurs, 
£17.99, Kent & Stowe, £9.99, Burgon & Ball, £21.60, Pedigree Tools, 
0800 440 2828, birdsandbees.co.uk 0114 233 8262, burgonandball.com 01279 401570, pedigreegarden.co.uk 


CLASSIC BUILT FOR COMFORT JAPANESE CRAFTMANSHIP 
Professional Model 2 Secateur, Bahco Ergonomic Secateurs, Okatsune Secateurs, 
£49.95, Felco, £73, Manufactum, £42, Niwaki, 
0333 400 1500, harrodhorticultural.com 0800 096 0938, manufactum.co.uk 01747 445 059, niwaki.com 


EXPERT BLADES RUST-FREE COMFORTABLE MOVEMENT 
Professional Bypass Secateurs, Sophie Conran Secateurs, Expert Rotating Handle Pruner, 
£33.99, STIHL, £28.95, The Worm That Turned, £28.95, Darlac, 

020 8676 3010, frjonesandson.co.uk 0345 605 2505, worm.co.uk 0333 003 0869, dtbrownseeds.co.uk 
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EDUCATION GUIDE ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


EDUCATION GUIDE 


Are you looking to change career, gain accreditation or simply learn 
more about your passion? Choose the best option for you from this 
selection of full-time, part-time and:short courses. 


GARDEN MASTERCLASS 


A place to learn, share and experience 
knowledge, skills and ideas. 

Garden designer Annie Guilfoyle and 
horticulturist, writer and researcher Noel 
Kingsbury are delighted to announce the 
2018 Garden Masterclass schedule, running 
from April to November. With new tutors and 
new venues to add to the list please check our 
website for all the dates and course details. 

Bringing together gardeners and designers 
with the very best and most innovative people 
in the gardening world through one-day 


workshops in different parts of the British Isles. 


Each workshop is organised around a specific 
topic, and designed to help participants learn, 
create and apply new knowledge and skills. 


Tutors: Helen & James Basson; Tom Brown; Jimi 
Blake; Hugo Bugg; Ursula Cholmeley; Marina 
Christopher; Nigel Dunnett; Annie Guilfoyle; 
Charlotte Harris; Rosy Hardy; Jason Ingram; Neil 
Lucas; Rob Macdougall; Noel Kingsbury; Mary 
Payne; Anna Pavord; Sarah Price; Harriet Rycroft; 
Derry Watkins; Keith Wiley; 

Venues: Arvensis Perennials (Wilts); Bury Court 
(Hants.); The Coach House (Glos); Easton Walled 
Garden (Lincs); Forde Abbey (Dorset); Hunting 
Brook Gardens (Eire); Larch Cottage (Cumbria); 
Parham House (W. Sussex); Scampston Walled 
Garden (Yorks); Sheffield Botanical Garden (Yorks); 
Stillingfleet Lodge (Yorks); Trentham Estate Gardens 
(Staffs); Walled Garden Treberfydd (Powys); 
Waterperry Gardens (Oxon); Yeo Valley Gardens (Som) 


gardenmasterclass@gmail.com 
gardenmasterclass.org 


EDUCATION GUIDE ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


THE LONDON COLLEGE OF GARDEN DESIGN 


Inspirational training in the heart of London 
Are you looking for world-class, inspirational 
training to develop a career in garden design? 
Our one-year Garden Design Diploma led by 
Andrew Wilson is firmly established as one 

of the leading qualifications in the UK. With 
students coming from across Europe, we pride 
ourselves on offering an exciting and often 
demanding environment that teaches not just 
the fundamentals of design but also develops 
skills in construction design and running your 
own successful garden design studio. 

Classes take place at the world famous 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew in the Orangery 
Conference Centre. All our expert tutors are 
practicing professionals and we ensure that 
our students get the opportunity to take part in 
inspirational visits and free graduate seminars. 


Great opportunities 

Other opportunities include assisting top 
designers at RHS shows, such as through our 
unique collaboration with the RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show and we also regularly offer 
graduates the chance to design show gardens 
for sponsors that have approached us. 


Our Planting Design Diploma 
We also offer a six-month intensive Planting 
Design Diploma for those who already have 


ye : eS 


some experience in landscape architecture, 
horticulture or gardening and who want to 
extend their skills in this important aspect of 
garden design. 

Led by Andrew Fisher Tomlin, a Chartered 
Horticulturist and winner of RHS Best in 
Show awards, the course supports your passion 
for planting design with some of the UK’s 
leading planting specialists including Neil 
Lucas, Carolyn Willitts, Tony Kirkham, Nigel 
Dunnett, Jo Thompson, Kate Gould, Helen 
Basson and James Basson. 


Continuing Professional Development 

Every designer needs to keep up with current 
trends and especially new materials and 
methods. Our Info Burst seasons bring 
together experts from across the design, 
landscaping and plant worlds. Based at 
Regent’s University in central London, the 
seminars are held in the evening and offer bite 
-sized bursts of information to help you keep 
up to date. 

We also offer short courses in conjunction 
with the Royal Horticultural Society at RHS 
Garden Wisley and in collaboration with RBG 
Kew at our home in Kew Gardens. Each course 
concentrates on a specific element of garden 
design and is suitable for both professionals 
and the amateur enthusiast. 


) @" LONDON 


H“, OF GARDEN 
“Je DESIGN 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 
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OF LONDON 


EDUCATION GUIDE 


MA GARDEN & LANDSCAPE HISTORY 


Learn about garden-making over time and in different countries 

in this unique master’s programme that brings together history, 
horticulture, architecture, and archaeology. The programme 
emphasises design, management, ownership, and the cultural 
contexts of gardens and landscapes. 

« One-year programme 

« Full or part-time 

« Funding available 

¢ Support for mature and returning students 

« Widely respected University of London Master of Arts (MA) degree 


sas.ac.uk/study/gardenhistory | 020 7862 8846 


BE INSPIRED AT CAPEL MANOR COLLEGE 


AMERICAN GARDEN SCHOOL 


AGS is the go-to garden school in the USA for comprehensive, 
quality, and tested garden education for homeowners, garden 
enthusiasts, and landscape professionals. Courses are designed to 
help you generate a successful and beautiful garden, with themes 
pertinent to today, such as drought tolerance, ecology, sustainable 
practices, and time saving. We teach a system's approach to 
landscaping that provides efficiencies from design through to 
continued maintenance. 
At AGS we believe that a garden should bring you joy. 

2018 spring class schedule and registration is available online. 


americangardenschool.com | info@americangardenschool.com 


Brooks Farm Centre 

Skeltons Lane Park, Leyton, London E10 5BS 
Crystal Palace Park Centre 

Ledrington Road, London SE19 2BS 

Enfield Centre 

Bullsmoor Lane, Enfield EN1 4RQ 


“Tm so proud to have been given the 


opportunity to produce an amazing garden design 

and installation for Capel with the assistance of 

the great team of horticulture and landscaping 

students” says garden design student, Ollie Neaves. 
Capel Manor College, where people and 

plants join to create unique gardens. Take your 

garden or career to the next level with us, we are 


renowned for our garden design, horticulture and 
floristry courses and have a wide-range of full and 
part-time courses starting throughout the year at 
our centres across London. Or why not consider 
our exciting Foundation Degree programme in 


partnership with the Royal Agricultural University 


(RAU). 
Come and be inspired. 


Gunnersbury Park Centre 

Popes Lane, Acton, London W3 8LQ 
Regent’s Park Centre 

The Store Yard, Inner Circle, Regent Park, 
London NW1 4NR 


enquiries@capel.ac.uk / 0303 003 1234 


capel.ac.uk 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


OXFORD COLLEGE OF GARDEN DESIGN 


The Oxford College of Garden Design provides 
the most Professional online garden design 
courses in the world. We pass on knowledge that 
other garden design courses leave out — from 
technical drawing and hard landscaping to 
contract documentation, pricing and marketing. 
All our online landscape design courses are 
designed to fit flexibly around your lifestyle. If you 
have a good grasp of English, you can study from 
anywhere in the world. 

Our landscape design courses teach you 
every aspect of the business - from professional 
planting design to contract law, technical drawing 
to pricing and marketing. 


Wale AUNT SL OlekOKOrL, 


The Plant School is the leading independent 


provider of education for mature students 
wanting a grounding in plant knowledge. All 
the courses are focused on learning about 
plants with lectures by leading plantsmen. 
We've an exciting new course covering the 
theory and practice of the science behind 
scent and taste in the plant world, lectures 


Our Online Courses include: 

e 1-year Garden Design Diploma Course 

e 1-year Planting Design Diploma Course, 

e Advanced Construction & Professional 
Practice for Working Designers. 

e  Vectorworks Tutorials for Landscape & 
Garden Designers. 

How it works: 

Unlike other courses, you'll receive pre-recorded 

video lectures every week, identical to classroom 

seminars. 

Rewind and review as often as you like. You'll 
have a huge library of information to watch in 


your own time. 


from leading industry experts topped up with 
visits to gin distilleries and vineyards. 

The Plant School has won several awards 
at RHS Chelsea and Hampton Court Palace 
Flower Shows for its exhibits. Come and meet 
course directors at The Plant School stand at 
either of those shows in 2018. 


There are weekly webinars with your tutor - 
individual feedback, advice and support with your 
assignments. 

Self-employment in a new career may sound 
daunting, but you'll have an immediate head start. 
Our graduates are some of the most employable 
in the world. Unlike most other courses, you'll 
be a confident all-round professional, capable of 
earning a good living from day one. 


OXFORD COLLEGE 
iof GARDEN DESIGN 


info@ocgd.org / +44 (0)1491628950 
garden-design-courses.co.uk/GI 


“The Plant School has changed 
my gardening life” - student 


The Plant Course & The Tree Course 2018/19: 

« All courses run one day a month from 
September 2018 to June 2019 

« All courses incorporate a high proportion 
of plant identification 

« Carefully chosen coursework overseen 


by directors 


aE PLAN Tl SCHOOL 


rosemary@theplantschool.org / 01327 861150 


theplantschool.org 


W G GRACE & SON LTD 


OXFORD @ PLANTERS 


The finest in British outdoor joinery 


DESIGNERS & JOINERS OF 
TRADITIONAL GREENHOUSES 


Beautiful hand-crafted hardwood planters, 
garden structures and hardwood furniture Both standard range and bespoke Greenhouses 
hand made in the Cotswolds 


to find out more and request a brochure: 


www.oxfordplanters.co.uk  info@oxfordplanters.couk 01608 683022 www.wggrace.co.uk or telephone 01647 252995 
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CLAIRE TAKACS 


DOW NTOOLS 


Book reviews, reader offer, crossword, back issues 


The’Peacock Garden at Great Dixter in East Sussex, 
is just one of 70 amazing gardens shot by the 
wt award-winning photographer Claire Takacs for 


hermbook Dreamscapes, reviewed on page 109. 
o 2 
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OVER 2000 
COLOURS TO 
CHOOSE FROM 


osmof 


01296 481220 | osmouk.com 


B | 
W 
| Colour tis" Sl? Ba: 
= NN \Naturat oit paint for enhancing 


Natural Oil 
Woodstain 


Microporous, durable protection 
for exterior wood 


A 


Sueeeees SPECIALLY, MIXED 


fol, Lhe only bespoke swing & bench 
pee maker licensed by The RHS 


Sharing the best in Gardening 


Visit us online at sittingspiritually.co.uk 
or call us on 01297 443084 


— Of Lyme Regis — 


Est.1980 


PLANT SUPPORTS 
€F Garden Artefacts 


Beautiful designs s for perennials, roses, shrubs & climbers. 
Also tree guards, topiary - frames, ornamental | fence panels, planters etc. 
www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk | Tel.01773 550495 
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YOUR FIRST : 
“Genus gardening trousers 


PURCHASE are fantastically practical 


Use code: GNIO and comfortable. | have hardly 
TERMS APPLY taken them off all week.” 


Breathable and 
waterproof kneepads 


Showerproof lightweight 
durable fabric 


Raised waistband 
for back protection 


www.genus.gs Stab-proof pockets 


for sharp tools 
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THE BOOK OF SEEDS 


THE BOOK OF SEEDS: 

A LIFE-SIZE GUIDE TO SIX 
HUNDRED SPECIES FROM 
AROUND THE WORLD 
Consultant editor Paul Smith 
Ivy Press, £30 


ISBN 978-1782405207 


Written by expert botanists and biologists, the 


book is a beautifully illustrated overview of the 


importance and diversity of seeds. 


Reviewer John Hoyland is a plantsman and garden writer. 


The Book of Seeds is an 
engrossing account of the 
importance of seeds and 
how they have evolved since 
they first appeared over 240 
million years ago. As a source 
of food, as a means of climate 
regulation and even as flood 
defence, seeds are essential to 
the survival of life on earth. 
It’s the work of a group 
of writers, scientists and 
researchers associated with 
Botanic Gardens Conservation 
International (BGCI) under 
the editorship of Paul Smith, 
the organisation’s secretary 
general. It focuses on 600 
plant species that represent a 
cross-section of the hundreds 
of thousands of seed-bearing 
plants, chosen for their value 
to humans, their scientific 
importance, their rarity, their 
distinct colour or shape, or 
their curious natural history. 
The result is a compelling 
account of one of the 
fundamental elements of 
the ecology of our planet. 


There are short, informative 
chapters on the biology and 
evolution of seeds, their role 
in human development, how 
seeds are conserved and the 
importance of maintaining 
plant diversity. Although 
written by experts, the 
writing is clear and accessible 
to the general reader. 

The bulk of the book 
consists of full-page 
descriptions of each of the 600 
species, along with details of 
similar or related species. Each 
plant’s habitat, conservation 
status and the seed’s dispersal 
mechanism is detailed and 
a map shows the plant’s 
distribution. A botanical 
illustration or engraving 
illustrates the mature 
plant, while the enlarged 
photographs reveal the beauty, 
complexity and occasional 
bizarreness of seeds. The 
designers deserve credit for 
creating a layout that, although 
packed with information, is 
clean, clear and attractive. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


DREAMSCAPES 


DREAMSCAPES: 
INSPIRATION AND BEAUTY 
IN GARDENS NEAR AND FAR 
by Claire Takacs 

Hardie Grant Books, £35 


ISBN 978-1743793527 


An eclectic selection of gardens from Australia, 
the USA, Europe and Asia, seen through the 
eyes of an award-winning photographer. 


Reviewer Jodie Jones is a garden writer. 


For almost a decade readers 
of Gardens Illustrated have 
enjoyed a privileged view 

of some of the world’s most 
beautiful gardens, as seen 
through the expressive lens of 
Claire Takacs’s camera. 

The first garden in the book, 
Cloudehill, is an Arts and 
Crafts-inspired masterpiece 
just down the road from 
her family home in Victoria, 
Australia, and was the catalyst 
that ignited her passion for 
garden photography. But, 
she has discovered many 
other exceptional creations 
through an extensive network 
of relationships between 
gardeners, designers and 
nursery owners that blur 
international boundaries and 
make the world of horticulture 
richer. A visit to photograph 
Daniel J Hinkley’s garden 
at Windcliff resulted in him 
introducing Takacs to Martha 
Stewart’s summer garden. Her 
friendship with landscape 
designer Thomas Gooch 


led her to visit the Lavender 
Garden in Spain created by 
designers Miguel Urquijo and 
Renate Kastner, who crossed 
paths with Gooch at Great 
Dixter. Noel Kingsbury’s name 
crops up on many pages, and 
the gardens she showcases are 
largely in the New Perennial 
style he champions. 

Takacs’s misty, magical style 
certainly shows off a back-lit 
stand of Miscanthus to great 
effect, and Piet Oudolf’s own 
garden is included, but she 
roams stylistically as well as 
geographically. While primarily 
an inspiring coffee table 
book, this is also a fascinating 
insight into the life of a garden 
photographer, the hard slog 
of 16-hour drives and pre- 
dawn alarm clocks, and the 
fleeting moments of magic 
that make it all worthwhile. 

‘T know the light is good 
when I am actually running 
around a garden, following 
its first rays and trying to 
capture this softness. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


THE 


ORCHID 
HUNTER 
THE ORCHID HUNTER: 
A YOUNG BOTANIST’S 
SEARCH FOR 
HAPPINESS 
by Leif Bersweden 


AYOUNG BOTANIST’S SEARCH FOR HAPPINESS. 


LENE BERSWEDEN 


Short Books, £12.99 


ISBN 978-1780723341 


Gentle adventure for dark evenings and 


armchair botanists about a young man’s 


desire to capture a summer of orchid flowers. 


Reviewer Alys Fowler is a garden writer and horticulturist. 


Our native flora is mostly a 
quiet, almost humble affair; 
there are intricacy and charms 
aplenty, once you delve into it, 
to fall in love with. But when 
youre first starting out with 
botanising, it’s easy to see why 
people fall hard for the more 
flashy or flamboyant floras of 
the tropics, southern Africa 
or the Mediterranean or the 
heroics of high montane. 
However, there is a corner 
of our flora that is thrilling, 
feels exotic, clings to the 
rare habitats, is fleeting and 
carries all the chase needed 
for a summer fling. That is 
our native terrestrial orchids. 
Anyone who has ever sunk to 
their knees in damp grass to 
marvel at the perfection of a 
bee orchid or wonder at the 
delicacy of the Dactylorhiza 
knows of these joys. 

Thus, the premise of this 
charming book is to take in 
as many of these orchids as 
possible in a single summer. 
There are 56 listed species, but 
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some, such as the ghost orchid, 
are so elusive and sadly some, 
such as the summer’s lady 
tresses, extinct in the UK that 
Bersweden sensibly draws the 
line at 52 and then persuades 
his parents that running 
around the country courting 
these orchids is as sensible 
as going to some far-flung 
destination for his gap year. 
Thus, begins this youthful 
tale of a summer of orchid 
love. Bersweden is everything 
youd expect from a young 
man on the cusp of adulthood: 
enthusiastic impatient, 
competitive, naive, joyful 
and delightfully nerdy. Through 
his eye the orchids flit, flirt 
and flourish, it’s a compelling 
journey, lovingly detailed, as 
fine an account as any. 
In a world where botany 
undergraduates are no 
more, and our native habitats 
squeezed and stripped, 
this work of capturing 
a summer in such detail 
is not to be understated. 


From eye-catching blooms and garden planning to herbal 
recipes and historic tales, here are five new titles to enjoy. 
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OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES TO 
UNLEASH YOUR INNER CHILD 
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PEONIES: BEAUTIFUL 
VARIETIES FOR HOME 

AND GARDEN 

by Jane Eastoe, photographs 
by Georgianna Lane 

Timber Press, £21.99 

ISBN 978-1423648314 
Recommended cultivars with 
basic growing information. 


CHARLES DOWDING’S VEG 
JOURNAL: EXPERT NO-DIG 
ADVICE, MONTH BY MONTH 
by Charles Dowding 

Frances Lincoln, £9.99 

ISBN 978-0711239289 
Monthly crop calendar and 
seasonal check-list. 


THE WILD BOOK: OUTDOOR 
ACTIVITIES TO UNLEASH 
YOUR INNER CHILD 

by David Scarfe 

Orion Publishing Group, £16.99 
ISBN 978-1409172727 

Full of fun, easy-to-do outdoor 
games and activities. 


BLOOD, SWEAT AND 
SCONES: TWO DECADES 
AT CROOK HALL 

by Keith James Bell 
Troubador Publishing, £7.99 
ISBN 978-1788035286 

The story behind Crook Hall 
and its transformation from 
home to tourist attraction. 


THE HERBALL'’S GUIDE TO 
BOTANICAL DRINKS 

by Michael Isted 

Jacqui Small, £20 

ISBN 978-1847809278 
Ahistory on the alchemy 
and use of plants as herbal 
remedies with DIY recipes. 


JASON INGRAM; RACHEL WARNE; JULIE PIGULA AND CLARE GAINEY / BOTH ALAMY STOCK PHOTO. 


READER OFFERS 


15% off plants, bulbs and seeds at crocus.co.uk 


Every issue we aim to give you plenty of 
planting inspiration — but in February we go all 
out to promote the gardening year and the 
approach of spring with our 100 must-have 
plants feature (see page 37). This year 
designer Sarah Price has made the selection. 
Renowned for her painterly, romantic planting 
schemes, her selection offers lots of ideas to 
pick and choose from. 


To help get any new planting ideas sorted, 
online nursery Crocus.co.uk is offering 
readers a 15 per cent discount across its 
plant, bulb and seed range. 


HOW TO ORDER 


Go to crocus.co.uk to make your selection of 
plants, bulbs and seeds. To receive your ps (A a 
discount, enter the code GARDENS15 when Echinacea pallida. ‘Jacqueline Postill’ > 
prompted. Your 15 per cent discount will be al 
applied at the checkout stage. 


DELIVERY 

Standard delivery charge is £4.99 (£1 if you 
are only ordering seeds). Delivery to mainland 
UK only. Open to UK addresses only. Please 208 
check Crocus'’s website for full details on ~ / >Se 
delivery areas. » YY 


‘Tricyrtis formosana | 
‘Dark Beauty’. | 
Offer ends 28 February 2018 — subject ae 


to availability. 


PLEASE NOTE 


Offer valid for plants, bulbs and seed only 
featured on crocus.co.uk. All plants are 
subject to availability. Offer excludes all 
garden products and machinery as well as gift 
vouchers and delivery. Discount cannot be 
used in conjunction with any other offer. Code 
can only be used once per customer. While 
Crocus stocks a large range of plants, it 
doesn't necessarily stock all 100 of Sarah 
Price's selection. To find suppliers of specific 
cultivars, please use the RHS Plant Finder 
book or rhs.org.uk/plants/search-form to 
locate alternative suppliers. 
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TECHNIQUE 


COLOURWORK,)’)///5888 
SHAPING & MORE! 2278 


| | | 


Learn a new craft i the new year! With 164 pages of step-by-step 

tutorials and easy-to-follow patterns, Beginner's Guide To Knitting 

& Crochet is the quickest way to get creative with yarn. From first 
stitches to beautiful finished projects, we'll show you how! 


| 
| 


ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 


CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 


1/26 Common name for 
agapanthus (7,4) 

5 Regal name of a toad lily with 
maroon-spotted white flowers (7) 
9/8 down Bergenia named after 
this plantsman ... produces rich 
items (4,5) 


10/17 down A small rhododendron 


and German spa town (5-5) 


12 Name of melon with salmon-pink 


flesh — partly semi-rigid (4) 

13 Forget-me-not genus (8) 

14 Indian prince’s yellow/maroon 
bi-coloured iris (5) 

16 Evergreen flowering shrubs: 
‘Pagei’ is a low-growing form (5) 
18 Grape __ or muscari (8) 

20 Hardy diascia with deep pink 
flowers — reverie (8) 

22 ___ lily, genus Clivia, popular 
houseplant from South Africa (5) 
23 A restorative eg or plants and 
gardeners! (5) 

24 Lilacs in grassy disorder (8) 
26 See 1 across 

28 Castle ditches ... almost ruined 
when last of topsoil removed (5) 
29 Hard-necked garlic variety — 
spurned by Narcissus (4) 

30 Where roots and plant stems 
meet (6) 

31 Mark left by fallen piece of 
foliage (4,4) 


DOWN 

2 Genus of yellow-flowering spring 
shrubs — soft hairy sort! (9) 

3 Type of perpetually flowering 
carnations: ‘Ancient South 
Americans’ (5) 

4 Genus of the strawberry tree — 
somewhat dear, but useful (7) 

6 Genus of bergamot and bee balm — 
a random hot-potch (7) 

7 Regret a bitter-scented shrub 
with irritating sap (3) 

8 See 9 across 

11 Genus of tufted hair grass — 
Midas’s peach, perhaps (11) 

15 A node — of a marijuana 
smoke? (5) 

17 See 10 across 

19 Perennial with a garlic smell ... 
ruined a balti— ugh! (9) 

21 The ‘pineapple lily’ genus is found 
in EU co mistakenly (7) 

22 Smallest of the Greatorex-bred 
snowdrops — reproduced as resin (7) 
23 Shrub rose with almost-single 
white flowers — one making an 
effort (5) 

25 Turnips, according to the Scots, 
served with haggis (5) 

27 Evergreen tree, popular with 
topiarists (3) 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 


JANUARY 2018 SOLUTIONS 


ACROSS 1 Snapdragon 9 Scales 10 Amorpha 11 Etna 12/7 Heart-leaf 13/27 Seed case 
14Larkspur 19 Aloes 21 Dartmoor 23 Acis 25 Roses 28 Perilla 30 Bamboo 31 Eden 


32 Hollyhock. 


DOWN 2 Nicotiana 3 Polka 4 Rosehip 5 Ghana 6 Neottia 7 Lop 8 Agave 13 Strim 15 Knots 
16/17 Red Arrow 18 Woodstock 20 Strulch 22 Rose bay 24 Cupid 26 Snail 27 Cameo 29 Run. 
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BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT VERSION 
You can buy printed GAR DENS GARDENS 
issues of the | hes ; 


Fas 
sa 


magazine published 
up to 12 months ago. 
See below for details. 


DIGITAL 
VERSION 
Save money when 

you subscribe to sie 
the digital edition — 
see page 32. 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.99 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available — see below for details. 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


03330 162114 


+44 1604 973722 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete this form and send to: Gardens Illustrated, Back Issues, PO Box 
3320, 3 Queensbridge, Northampton NN4 7BF (You may photocopy this form). 
| would like to order copy/copies of issue(s). 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

LJ UK- £4.79 per copy L_| UK - £5.99 per copy 

EU — £5.59 per copy EU — £6.99 per copy 

| Rest of world - £6.39 per copy L_| Rest of world — £7.99 per copy 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


| would like to order slipcase(s) 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
LJ UK- £8.49 each LJ UK-£9.99 each 
EU- £9.45 each EU — £10.50 each 
LI Rest of world — £10.80 each L_| Rest of world — £12 each 


Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


LJ | enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
Gardens Illustrated for & 
| would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 


Mastercard 


| 
Expiry date LILILIC Issue no. (if shown) LIL 


Sigmature ce ceeceecenenennnenneee Date ff. 
NS eectncemeeeeesteneeeee sce eceee OU ete peter 
SULT TING lee lees teen UnRI Se ever feee SOT Woe elite tive eres 
Address 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Make time in the new year to visit this collection of stunning gardens and arboretums 


* : i eS ir 
CHIRK CASTLE, NATIONAL TRUST 
Chase away those winter blues with a walk around Chirk Castles award-winning 
gardens and take in the carpet of delicate snowdrops in the Pleasure Ground. Warm 
your hands over the fire in the Woodsman’ Hut, enjoy early spring bulbs throughout the 
gardens, explore the medieval tower or warm up in the 1920s splendour of the East Wing. 


chirkcastle@nationaltrust.org.uk _ nationaltrust.org.uk/chirk-castle 


NO Oe a ’ i N ad! 


CHIPPENHAM PARK 
More than 35 acres of spectacular woodland, lakes and formal gardens. 
A magnificent display of snowdrops, aconites and hellebores followed by vast 
numbers of daffodils and blossoms. Licensed tearoom with hot food and cakes. 
£5 entry. Nr Newmarket, CB7 5PT. 10 February — 9 March & 17-30 March. 10am - 4pm 


info@chippenhamparkevents.co.uk 01638 721416 


SNOWDROPS AT BENINGTON LORDSHIP GARDENS 

Historic ruins serve as a spectacular backdrop to the stunning display of 
naturalised snowdrops at Benington Lordship. The walled garden will showcase 
the impressive collection of snowdrop varieties. Snowdrops and hellebores for sale. 
Open daily 7 February — 4 March 2018, 12-4pm. Admission £5, children free. 


beningtonlordship.co.uk 01438 869668 
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GREEN ISLAND GARDENS 
Twenty acres of gardens within a natural woodland setting. The start of the 
year sees carpets of snowdrops, cyclamen and hellebores interspersed with a 
large collection of hamamelis, along with a huge variety of scented shrubs all at 
their best in January and February. Nursery and tearoom. 


greenislandgardens.co.uk 01206 230455 


RODE HALL AND GARDENS 

Experience one of the UK’s finest Snowdrop Walks at Rode Hall and 
Gardens in Cheshire to mark the start of spring. A beautiful end-of-winter walk 
for all the family with a wonderfully diverse landscape and over 70 varieties of 
snowdrops. Homemade lunches and cream teas served in delightful tearooms. 
rodehall.co.uk | 01270 873237 


p : LAS a Sie 
BENINGBROUGH HALL, GALLERY AND GARDENS 
An impressive carpet of snowdrops lies along the ha-ha walk at Beningbroughis 
beautifully kept gardens. In 2016, 300,000 bulbs of snowdrops, crocuses and daffodils 
were planted creating a spectaclular sight in spring as the gardens awaken. The walk 
itself has fantastic views and passes by several of the estate's oldest trees. 
nationaltrust.org.uk/beningbrough 01904 472027 
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HEVER CASTLE AND GARDENS 
Follow a snowdrop trail through the grounds of Hever Castle, once the home 
of Anne Boleyn, and enjoy the early blossoms of camellia and quince in the award- 
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winning gardens. Meander along the paths for fabulous snowdrop displays and enjoy 
blankets of these delicate flowers alongside the double moat that surrounds the Castle. 


hevercastle.co.uk 01732 865224 
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WATERPERRY GARDENS 

Celebrate the first signs of spring with Snowdrop Weekends at Waterperry 
Gardens on 17-18 and 24-25 February. With more than 60 different varieties carpeting 
the ornamental gardens, enjoy these little heralds of spring in a magical setting. Free 
guided tours at 11am, 12.30pm and 2.30pm. Garden entrance fee applies. 


waterperrygardens.co.uk 01844 339226 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


COLESBOURNE GARDENS 

Historic home of snowdrops started in the 1880s by plant collector Henry 
John Elwes FRS with G. elwesii and greatly enhanced in recent years. Ten acres 
with lakeside and woodland paths, 350 varieties. Gates open lpm. £8; children free, 
dogs welcome. Open Saturday and Sunday from 3 February until 4 March. 


01242 870264 | colesbournegardens.org.uk 


moan . Baa 22 
CERNEY HOUSE AND GARDENS 
Cerney House Gardens is a romantic English garden for all seasons. There 
is a beautiful, secluded Victorian walled garden, which is filled with herbaceous 
borders and overflowing plants. We open our doors again at the end of January 
for the arrival of our fabulous winter display of snowdrops and hellebores. 
cerneygardens.com 01285 831300 


} Mh fae 1 x 


DODDINGTON HALL AND GARDENS 
In the Wild Gardens, snowdrops are at the head of the Spring Bulb Pageant with 
drifts of bright pink Cyclamen coum and delicately coloured Crocus tommasinianus. On 
the Nature Trail, Cecily’s Snowdrops enter their thirteenth winter, added by Claire Birch 
in memory of her grandmother. Gardens open Sundays from 11 February. 


doddingtonhall.com 01522 694308 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 
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NATIONAL TRUST ICKWORTH 

The first hints of spring are starting to emerge with a carpet of sensational 
snowdrops at Ickworth. Follow the paths where snowdrops are complemented by 
the golden glow of aconites. In February join us on a speciality walk and be led 
around the best areas on the estate and see our beautiful historic snowdrop bulbs. 


ickworth@nationaltrust.org.uk 01284 735270 
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CHELSEA PHYSIC GARDEN 
A very special and secret place, lying nestled behind walls and positioned 
close to the River Thames in London. Today the garden's features include Europe's 
oldest rockery, the Cool Fernery, the Garden of Edible and Useful Plants, and the 
Garden of Medicinal Plants. Walks, talks and workshops. Snowdrop trails and sales. 
chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk 


HEDINGHAM CASTLE — SNOWDROP SUNDAYS 

In February and March Hedingham Castle’s grounds are blanketed with 
magnificent drifts of snowdrops, making the winter gardens possibly the most 
romantic in the East of England. Explore the woodland walk, the bog garden 


and the ornamental lake. Open 11, 18, 25 February and 4 March. 
hedinghamcastle.co.uk 01787 460261 
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CAMBO GARDENS 
Home to the National Collection of snowdrops with over 300 varieties in 
winter gardens, walled garden and woodlands. Enjoy woodland walks to the sea, 
family trails and lots of Snowdrop Festival events. Stables Visitor Courtyard plant shop 
bursting with hellebores, specialist snowdrops and aconites. Open daily from 10am. 


keri@cambogardens.org.uk | 01333 451040 


PAINSWICK ROCOCO GARDEN 

Nestled in a hidden valley and famed for having one of the largest collections 
of naturalised snowdrops in the country. Each year around five million snowdrops 
bloom and there are 15 known varieties in the Garden. Throughout February the 
expert horticultural team will be giving a daily talk about the snowdrops. 


rococogarden.org.uk 01452 813204 


NATIONAL TRUST CLIVEDEN 


In the gloom of February, snowdrops are the little wonders of nature which 


can lift our spirits and help carry us through to spring. Snowdrops are one of the first 
signs of life in our gardens, despite the harsh winter frost that still lingers. There's a 
variety of winter walking routes taking you through these majestic pathways. 


nationaltrust.org.uk/cliveden 01628 605069 


Spring 
Inspiration 


Celebrate your garden in style this spring. From beautiful 
craftsmanship to handmade pots and practical accessories, 
we can help to make your spring garden special 


PERIEE A ALPACA 
SOCKS 


Perfect socks for the busy gardener. 
Gorgeous, short ribbed and three- 
quarter, 75% alpaca socks with 

soft cushioned sole, ribbed sides 

and hand-linked toes for supreme 
comfort. Alpaca is as soft as cashmere 
but more hard wearing and keep feet 
at a perfect temperature. Fabulous 
palette of colours. 


01886 853 615 
perilla.co.uk 


BUFFERS 


Monmouth-based Buffers is a 
mail-order company specialising 
in locally made designer fleece 
clothing, using the latest super 
soft anti-pill fleece in a variety of 
fashionable and colourful styles. 


To see the range, please visit 
our website. 


01600 712744 
buffersfleece.com 


BARKA PARKA 


Stop wasting money on beds that 
don’t last. Add your pets to the 
worldwide Barka Parka family 
enjoying lifelong comfort and 
support. Fantastic size range. Our 
beds are hand-made to order 

in Somerset from super-strong 
fabric in designer colours, no 
nylon. Our unique no-nonsense 
washable, elasticated easy-refit 
slip-cover eliminates odours. 


0800 0962443 
barkaparka.com 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


ARCHITECTURAL 
HERITAGE 


Inspired by period design, we are 
proud to present our carefully 
curated 2018 garden ornament 
catalogue. The catalogue features 
a classic collection of seating, 
sundials and water features, 
alongside an extension to our 
garden planter and Quercus 
Robur oak furniture range. 


01386 584 414 
architectural-heritage.co.uk 


GARDENATURE 


Watch in the comfort of your 
own home — the simple and 
effective way to create your 
very own wildlife TV channel 
with this hand-built, bird 

box camera system. Made in 
Western red cedar with an ultra 
high-resolution camera system, : 7...@ 
featuring audio and night vision. 
Ready assembled and simple to 
set up with easy instructions. 


01255 514451 
gardenature.co.uk 
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HARRIS DRYBOOT 


The original all purpose, all 
weather, all terrain, waterproof 
boot. Top-quality natural rubber 
with padded cotton/jersey lining 
for supreme all-day comfort. 
Reinforced insole for heavy 
digging. Washable and quick 
drying. Splash-resistant to garden 
chemicals. Available in sizes 
3-12. Only £69.99 inc. VAT. Visit 
the website for more details. 


01989 730368 
thedrybootcompany.com 


TUTTABANKEM 


Offering a range of elegant 

silk velvet and cruising cotton 
kaftans, tops and cotton nighties 
— the perfect gift for yourself or 
your loved one. Visit the website 
or call for a free catalogue. 


01572 717332 
tuttabankem.com 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


RV ROGER LTD 
Traditional third generation nursery, growing 
a huge range of heritage roses, fruit trees and 
hardy nursery stock in the Vale of Pickering, 
North Yorkshire. Multiple RHS Gold Medal 


awards. Plant Centre open all year round. 
rvroger.co.uk | 01751 472226 


25 years’ experience growing high-quality 
herbaceous perennials. Specialists in irises 
auriculas and pelargoniums. Mail-order plants 
dispatched all year round. Auricula Open Day 
& Growing Lecture on Saturday 28th April 
woottensplants.com | 01502 478 258 


For an extensive range of fruit and 
ornamental trees, hedging, shrubs and 
specimen magnolias. Consultancy advice 
from Kevin Croucher. St Andrews Wood, 
Dulford, Cullompton, Devon EX15 2DF. 
thornhayes-nursery.co.uk | 01884 266746 


Asa family business with over 50 years 
experience, we at Ken Muir pride ourselves on 
providing only the highest-quality fruit trees, 
soft fruits, canes and vines. One of our key 
aims is to share our knowledge and expertise. 
kenmuir.co.uk | 01255 830181 


6. DAISY CLOUGH NURSERIES 
Daisy Clough Nurseries specialise in a huge 
variety of perennials and grasses grown on 
site in Lancashire. Open seven days a week. 
Quality, home-grown shrubs, bedding and 
vegetable plants always available. 
daisyclough.com | 01524 793104 


U. 1 BS VI Ul Lip 
Mail-order trees, shrubs and hedging 
with delivery to your door. Or send a gift 
throughout the year. Retail and wholesale 
plantings. We are always happy to help 
and advise. 


treesdirect.co.uk | 01584 878878 


Family run business specialising in 
ornamental trees, fruit trees and large 
shrubs. Over 550 varieties to choose from, 
offered in various sizes from young plants 
to mature specimen trees up to 6 metres. 
ornamental-trees.co.uk | 01943 660870 


7.PENN PLANTS 
Everything we grow can be eaten by you — 600 
varieties of heritage and heirloom vegetable 
seeds, best new introductions, and probably 
the largest range of edible plants and seed 


potatoes in the UK. Fruit tree pruning courses. 


pennardplants.com | 01749 860039 


11. TWEI NUNNS 


Buy our Harvington Hellebores’ as pot 
plants now. Thirty different varieties. 
Carefully packed and planting advice 
enclosed. Propagated and grown on our 
UK nursery in peat-free compost. 
twelvenunns.co.uk | 01778 590455 


Hardy trees and shrubs from hardy 
beginnings at an elevation of 260m above 
sea level. Ask for a copy of our splendid 
126-page catalogue today. 

weasdale.com | 015396 23246 


Plan your 2018 autumn displays now. 
Choose from more than 420 varieties of 
Michaelmas daisy, order online or request 
a mail-order catalogue. Delivery in May. 


autumnasters.co.uk | 01684 540416 


Specialists in hardy trees, shrubs and climbers 
including a huge selection of unusual species 
and cultivars. Informative website and a 
reliable mail-order service is available. 


bluebellnursery.com | 01530 413700 


To advertise email Rachael.Kelly@immediate.co.uk 


Abbey Country 
Grelne\-\a's 


FAMILY NURSERY BUSINESS — EST 1963 


Single Snowdrops 
Double Snowdrops 
Aconites £8.00 per 50 
English Bluebelis £14.00 per 100 
Snowflake Gravity Giant 

Wild Garlic £15.00 per 100 
Lobularis Lent Lily (wild daff) 

Wood Anemone £15.00 per 100 
Large Flowering Crocus £5.00 per 50 


£9.00 per 100 
£14.50 per 100 


£40.00 per 500 
£65.00 per 500 
£15.00 per 100 
£60.00 per 500 

£10.50 per 15 
£70.00 per 500 

£12.00 per 50 


£9.00 per 100 


£70.00 per 1000 
£120.00 per 1000 


£110.00 per 1000 


£22.00 per 100 


£40.00 per 500 


Marketplace 


GROWERS OF TOP QUALITY BULBS IN THE GREEN 
5 FREE LEUCOJUM VERNEM (SNOWFLAKE) 


WITH EVERY £50 SPEND 
50 100 500 1000 

Single Snowdrops £5.50 £9.50 £42.50 £80.00 
Double Snowdrops £8.50 £15.00 £70.00 £130.00 
Elwesii Snowdrops £18.00 £32.00 
Warham £20 per 10 
Leucojum Vernum (Snowflake) £20 per 10 
Hyamalis (Winter Aconite) £8.50 £15.00 £70.00 £130.00 


Hyacynthoides Non Scriptal (Bluebells) £8.00 £14.00 £65.00 £120.00 
These Bluebells are grown on our own land so therefore came from cultivated stock 
Primula grown and sold in 9cm pots, £4.15 per 3 pots, £12.15 per 9 pots same variety 
Veris (Cowslip) Elavator (Oxslip) Vulgaris (Wild Primrose) Millers Crimson 
Cyclamen grown and sold in 9cm pots, £6.15 per 3 pots, £18.05 per 9 pots same variety 


Coum Mix Pink Coum Alba 
Hedrifolium pink Hedrifolium Alba 


Coum Silverleaf 
Hedrifolium Silverleat 


Helleborous grown and sold in 9cm pots, £6.35 per 3 pots, £18.65 per 9 pots same variety 
Lady Series 
Convallaris (Lily of the Valley), £7.50 per 3 pots, £20.00 per 9 pots same variety 


Niger Orientalis 


(Blue, White, Yellow, Purple, Striped, Mixed) 


All orders over £50 receive 50 free mixed crocus 
Please add £2.95 towards P&P 
All major debit and credit cards accepted 


ws ~ 
Cheques made payable to: Abbey Country Gardens 


Abbey Country Gardens, Little Eastfield Barn, Lynn Road, 
Wisbech, Cambs PE14 7AL 


01945 464167 


www.abbeycountrygardens.co.uk 


Scilla Siberica Bright Blue 


£2.50 per 25, £4.00 per 50, £7.00 per 100 


Chinodoxa Violet Beauty £2.50 per 25, £4.00 per 50, £7.00 per 100 
Gladiolus Byzantinus £2.50 per 25, £4.00 per 50, £7.00 per 100 
Erythronium White Beauty £17.50 per 10 

Psuedo Lobularis Narcissus £17.00 per 50 £28.00 per 100 
Little Gem Narcissus £3.50 per 25 £6.50 per 50 

Little Oliver Narcissus £3.50 per 25 £6.50 per 50 

Sun Disc Narcissus £3.50 per 25 £6.50 per 50 

Baby Moon Narcissus £3.50 per 25 £6.50 per 50 


MORE VARIETIES AVAILABLE ON WEBSITE 


All bulbs are flowering size including FREE ones 
Delivery is just £3.50 uk mainland only. Highlands and Islands £15.00 
Cheque or card payments please with orders 
Eurobulbs UK Itd, 314 Smeeth Road, Marshland St James, Wisbech, Cambs PE14 8EP 
Tel: 01945 430009 Fax: 430303 Email: info@eurobulbs.co.uk sec 
ALL MAJOR DEBIT AND CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


———— 
VISA 
[omens 


Seeds of more than 3700 
different species and varieties 


One Source. 


HELIOPIS ’Bleeding Hearts’ 


STAUDENSAMEN - PERENNIAL SEEDS - GRAINES DE PLANTES VIVACES 


Production - Breeding - Seed Technology 


# Gardening Courses 
Home-study 


* For leisure or for a career 


* Over 30 courses in Gardening, Garden Design, 
Arboriculture, Forestry, Floristry and more 
* Many courses prepare you for RHS or RFS/ABC quals. 


Free info FREEPHONE 0800 083 9191 or 01409 220 777 
Or email: info@hccollege.co.uk +www.hccollege.co.uk 


UK Office: Meadows (Fenton) Ltd - PO Box 78 - St Ives, Huntingdon - Cambs PE27 6ZA 
Phone (01480) 46 35 70 - Fax (01480) 46 60 42 - wwwijelitto.com - angela@jelitto.com 
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a Mees See | 
Moss,;.mould, 
~ '"@lichen and 
algae removers, 
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No yeUednorget 20: 


¢ No Water Blasting 
¢ No Caustic Materials 
* No Elbow Grease 


© Wet & Forget 2015, 


Wet & Forget RAPID cleans 
parts others cannot reach! 


¢ Hose connection for automatic 
mixing & RAPID application 
* Reaches up to 8m high 
¢ Spray From ground to roof level wea raat 


Both products can be used on ANY outside surface! 


www.wetandforget.co.uk 


0800 999 3309 


TEAK TIGER 


SPECIALISING IN TEAK, FSC® CERTIFIED HARDWOOD AND ALL WEATHER WEAVE GARDEN FURNITURE 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Bristol FSC® Certified Hardwood Armchairs 

Our solid heavyweight Bristol Armchairs are now only 

£109.00 each. Or purchase 2 or more and pay just £99.00 each. 


*The chairs are delivered fully assembled, and the above prices include FREE delivery. 


TO PLACE AN ORDER OR REQUEST A BROCHURE 


CALL: 01284 830102 | EMA Reeds COM | ee el: COM 


sNesesrerse ee com 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRA Tip 
a 


GREENHOUSES 
Top brand greenhouses at 
factory direct prices C ak < R Y M O al ke YU 
TREE HOUSES 


Bespoke design and build treehouses, 


Blythe Park, Cresswell, playhouses and elevated platforms 


Stoke-On-Trent ST11 9RD 


0800 083 9631 


for FREE brochure pack 
www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 


TEL: 01403 262219 


www.cheekymonkeytreehouses.co.uk 


Dinas ZEDCT 


Fine Ladies Fashion 
Made in England 


Shop online at 
davidnieper.co.uk 


Call for a catalogue on 
01773 83 6000 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


MARCH ISSUE 


- A fritillary meadow that links to the 
Worcestershire landscape 


- New series: planting ideas for pots from 
Sissinghurst’s head gardener 


+ Species spring bulbs in a plant collector's garden 


- The best plants to grow this March 


M, MAAYKE DE RIDDER 


ON SALE 1 MARCH 


Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see page 32. 
Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury's and Tesco stores, 


as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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WRITER'S PLOT 


Even as winter prepares to loosen its grip, Frank finds himself 
worrying about the tender plants that might not survive its final blast 


WORDS FRANK RONAN ILLUSTRATION RACHEL VICTORIA HILLIS 


t is a dangerous time 
for the somnolent. 
Warm days and 
lengthening days will 
have them stirring in 
their stores and there will be 
a great temptation, after 
months of mean trickles that 
kept the soil just this side of 
dust, to give everything a 
good drenching. Leaves are 
crisp, stems are withered; 
tubers and rhizomes shrivel 
with every passable day. 
Those salvias look as though 
they are past saving, and 
some of them are, but the 
best chance of the survivors is 
that you keep your head well 
into March. We may be about 
to have our coldest weather. 

I freely admit, as an 
enthusiastic lover of the 
tender, that my overwintering 
skills could be improved. For 
the last few years I’ve been off the hook, able to blame my 
absence (in a frost-free climate, to add insult to immunity) for 
any fatality. Now I am back to having myself to blame, and the 
stalwart remnants weigh on my conscience. Any fool can get a 
tender plant through the first half of winter. That is when they 
are shutting down and conserving with unconsciousness. It is 
these last days that count, when you have to manage the slow 
awakening. If I can kill, with care, the things that survived my 
neglect, am I any kind of gardener at all? 

What is there that has brazened out the exile? There 
is no aloe left out of a huge selection, not even the 
supposedly tough A. polyphylla. There are few stenches 
more distressing than that of a rotten aloe (the putrid 
core of a large agave, perhaps), and I have laid them all 
to compost, one by several. Pelargoniums have waltzed 
through the wilderness years undiminished. They are 
the cockroaches of the tender plant world. Aeconiums 
have a lovely knack of dying from the neck down, but 
leaving microcephalous rosettes that can be coaxed into 
regeneration. Some cannas and some dahlias, in no 
particular pattern, have elected to stay this side of 
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Frank Ronan is 
a novelist who 


lives and gardens 
in Worcestershire. 


survival, just. There are 
opuntias that put a brave 
face on it to begin with but 
are now no more than 
hazardous waste. 

No salvia chose life, but 
that was not a great surprise: 
in the cosseting days they 
were among the most 
temperamental, always 
succumbing to the lies of 
February: it was one of the 
great tasks of March to 
wrestle the emergency 
cases out of the clutches of 
Kharon, snipping in hopes of 
a green exposure beneath the 
blackened dust. And that was 
when I had a greenhouse, 
swathed in bubble-wrap and 
belted and braced by several 
frost-watch heaters. Thinking 
about it now, that greenhouse 
was so crowded that only the 
rotting microbes could 
survive. Had I been less greedy and had given the few plants that 
really counted more air, the result might have been improved. 

Now there is only a corner of the boot room, where dahlias and 
cannas are stacked in their pots; various windowsills where odd 
things have strange tenancies, and a glazed porch on the front 
of the house where one of each of the favourite pelargoniums has 
a guaranteed slot. I should be happy with that. I am trying to be 
less intensive, but the lure of an old addiction is a sweet song. My 
friend Kate has just moved to a place down the road, with 
outbuildings that are more than her poultry ambitions 
can exploit. She had made shelters for the tender, with 
proper, grown-up, air-circulating heaters that look like 
jet engines and is happily overwintering salvias beneath, 
elbows not touching at all. I am jealous. 

How nice it is to have something to worry about 
that is not in the gift of a demagogue or an official 
or a deity; that is not a matter of life or death to 
people you should care about more. How soothing 
to be kept awake at night by the survival of a tender 
rarity you could replace with a manageable effort. 

How good is it to be watchful again. 


Royal 
Horticultural 


Sharing the best in Gardening 


The only timber greenhouses 
endorsed by the RHS 


Traditional Cedar Greenhouses 
Enhanced by Technology 


SALE 


Extended Until 
28th February 


selected 
models 


4p. FOR INFORMATION ABOUT WHAT MAKES GABRIEL ASH GREENHOUSES SO SPECIAL =~ 
ty CALL 01829 271 890 or VISIT www.gabrielash.com , 


©The Royal Horticultural Society. Endorsed by the Royal Horticultural Society. Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262 
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HANDMADE WITH PRIDE SINCE 1938 
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The Victorian Gallery, Somerset 


For seasonal offers please call 0800 783 8083 or visit www.hartley-botanic.co.uk 


Royal NOTHING ELSE IS A HARTLEY 
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The only aluminium glasshouses and greenhouses endorsed by the RHS 


Sharing the best in Gardening ©The Royal Horticultural Society. Endorsed by the Royal Horticultural Society. Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262 


